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Norwood Historian Earns Day of Honor
Reprinted with permission from the

Susan Lyman probably knows
more about Norwood than any-
one else in this area - and for
good reason.

The 87-year-old local histo-
rian knows that about half the
buildings in the village were built
in the 1800s.

She knows that Mayor Joe
Mariano’s home on Spring Street
has stood since 1859.

And she recalls the days when
Norwood was an industrial town,
where it wasn’t unusual to see 10
trains roll through the village per
day.

For all of her years at work as
the Village Historian, Lyman will
be recognized on July 30, offi-
cially proclaimed Susan C.
Lyman Day in the hometown she
loves dearly.

In addition, the village will
unveil a plaque of the lady of
honor at 2 p.m. that day in front
of the Norwood Museum.

She found out of the honor
while reading the Norwood
board meeting story from
Wednesday’s edition of the Daily
Courier-Observer. Although
she’s humbled to have a day
named for her, she didn’t under-
stand why.

“I’ve just been doing my job
like the 32 other historians in the
county,” she said, adding that had
the mayor not told her she would
have thought someone was “pull-
ing my leg.”

Daily Courier Observer

Her job has included being
one of the three founders of the
Norwood Historian Society, writ-
ing three books on the history of
Norwood and working as the
Historian since 1962. She’s also
the Town of Potsdam’s Historian.

She also worked to open the
Norwood Museum in 1969. The
North Main Street building,
where it is housed, was originally
the Norwood Library, she said.

Although the long-time
Prescott Street resident, who’s
lived in the village for 79 of her
87 years, has been the Village
Historian for 38 years, she con-
fesses to being a history buff
much longer than that.

Lyman said she’s always been
intrigued with history since her
days at Norwood High School.
The interest was spared by an
“exceptional” teacher named
Bessie P. Bradford.
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The "Susan C. Lyman Historical Museum'

“She just made it lively,” ac-
cording to Lyman, a member of
Norwood High’s Class of 1931.
“When I study my history, it’s
like reading a story. History is
the story of man.”

The transition to becoming a
historian was a natural progres-
sion, she said. But why did she
stay with it for so many years?

“I don’t know. Just one year
rolled onto the others,” she said.

Some of the most exciting
history she’s gone over has been
the change over the years in
Norwood. Before it was incor-
porated as Potsdam Junction in
1872, the village was originally
an area called Racquetteville.

After its incorporation, resi-
dents voted three years later to
change the name to Norwood.
The vote was to differentiate the
small village from its southern
neighbors, she said.
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' sign was unveiled during Susan

Lyman Day at the Norwood Museum on July 30, 2000.
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S. Lawrence County Leisfat James McFaddin prsents Village of
Norwood Historian Susan Lyman with a proclamation.

“People didn’t want to be the
tail to Potsdam’s kite,” she said.

She’s also pored over history
and knows about the days when
Norwood was a bustling indus-
trial town, complete with a pa-
per mill that was responsible for
paper for Montgomery Ward
catalogs, and passenger trains
made regular stops in downtown
Norwood.

The village, of course, is now
amostly residential community,
and trains still come, but they are

St. Lawrence County
Historian Trent Trulock
addresses Village of
Norwood

freight trains rolling through the
village overnight.

Though the train traffic is all
freight now, trains have rolled
through Norwood since the
1850’s, she said.

The people she knows and

» works with say Lyman is as serv-

ing a person as any for their own
day.

Trent Trulock, executive di-
rector of the St. Lawrence
County Historian Association,

said Lyman has been a helpful
resource since he came to his
position about three-and-a-half
years ago. He refers to her as “a
well-spring of knowledge.”

“She’s a wonderful historian.
She does a great job, and I’'m re-
ally excited for her that she’s get-
ting this honor. She really de-
serves it,” he said.

One historical event Lyman
informed him about was a circus
train wreck that happened in
Norwood in the late 1800s.
Some of the animals that per-
ished in the accident were bur-
ied there, he said.

Trulock will be among those
on hand for the ceremony. He
noted he admires Lyman’s enthu-
siasm for the history she’s
learned.

“Not only does she take it se-

riously, but she does a great job

. and she has fun with it,” he
said.

“She’s always happy to help
people, and she’s always there,”
Trulock said. “She’s always a
pleasure to be around and to
work with.”

Potsdam Town Supervisor
Patrick Brady is equally im-
pressed with her talents and
work. He’s known the historian
since he first began his term in
office in 1995.

Lyman has shown the super-
visor historical photographs and
some of her writings that
chronicle the history of the town
and village where they both re-
side, including the founding of
the town by Ben Raymond.

“She knows everything here,”
he said.

St. Lawrence County Historical Association Quarterly



Being a history teacher at
Potsdam Central High School,
Brady said he appreciates her
writings and research, which will
be read and referenced for many
generations.

“We’re really fortunate to
have someone who cares this
much about history,” he said.

When he found out she was
going to be honored next week-
end, he was pleased.

“I thought there’s no one more
worthy than she is for that kind
of honor,” he said.

In addition to historical
chores, Lyman has covered her
hometown as a stringer reporter
for the Courier-Freeman, the
Daily Courier-Observer’s pre-
decessor. She won an award for
her work with the paper in 1968.

Although July 30 will be a day
in her honor, Lyman said the
other people who’ve helped her
over the years should be honored
for helping her in chronicling the
history of her home.

Lyman will continue to do the
job, mostly because of the joy she
gets from being a historian.

St. Lawrence County Historical Association Quarterly

Norwood Historian Honored

Reprinted with permission from
Daily Courier Observer

Good weather during the day and having so many
people out made July 30, 2000 an almost-perfect day
for Susan Lyman. People came from far and wide to
celebrate Lyman, historian for the Village of Norwood
and the Town of Potsdam, on Sunday, which was
proclaimed Susan C. Lyman Day in Norwood.

Included in that crowd were Norwood Mayor Joe
Mariano and other historians from throughout the
county.

A plaque of the lady of honor was unveiled dur-
ing a ceremony at the Norwood Museum she helped
to establish.

Lyman, 87, repeated how humbled she was at re-
ceiving such recognition. “It was one of the nicest
things ever done for me,” according to Lyman, who
has been Norwood’s historian since 1962. “I feel as
though it was something I didn’t deserve.

“All around, it was a very nice day,” she said.
While she was happy to have a day named for her
and have her legacy forever on the building she
helped to create, she had wished that Louise Fletcher-

Chzlllse, another founder, had been around to see it as
well.

Lyman, who lives on Prescott Street, has
chronicled and reviewed the history of the village
for almost 40 years. She has written three books on
the history of the village, which had previously been
called Racquetteville and Potsdam Junction.




When I was a boy, we lived
on a farm located on a dirt road
in upper New York state. The
family consisted of my father,
mother, and four children spaced
three years apart. I was the sec-
ond oldest of four.

I was fourteen at the time my
father bought our first car. The
year was 1922 and my father had
been considering getting an au-
tomobile. Of course, my brother
and I encouraged him all that we
could because we wanted to be
the first ones to own a car in the
neighborhood. The nearest car
owner lived one-and-a-half miles
away.

My brother and I had two sis-
ters, one older and one younger
than we were. There were so few
cars around none of us had rode
in a car very much. Our family
doctor had a Model T and I re-
member him telling our father he
always stopped the car “when he
had to sneeze.”

As I was the older boy, of
course I knew all about cars. I
had visited our cousin whose fa-
ther owned a 1915 Model T. Ford
with fenders that stuck out
straight in both front and rear. As
we sat in the car in the barn, my
cousin and I learned all about
driving.

After much consideration and
some reluctance, Father decided
the time had come. He and I
drove to town with a horse, look-

1918 Ford Model T
By Bernard R. McClure

ing for a car. I had to go along
as I was the only one who could
drive.

Papa was shown a Model T.
Ford touring (1918) model. This
wonder was only driven very
carefully by an elderly person.
That was one of the selling
points. I couldn’t believe it was
going to happen. I remember he
finally made the deal: $100 down
and ten dollars per month: $150
in all.

Was I hopped up now. I was
the only member of the family
who knew how to drive. Of
course my sister was three years
older than I, but how could a girl
learn how to drive?

With a little help from the
dealer, I started the car, got it
headed in the right direction, and
away I went in a cloud of dust. I
could hardly believe this could
be true. Here I was really driv-
ing an automobile for the first
time and no one was with me.
What an adventure!

My father drove the horse
home, I think expecting to find
me in the ditch or wrapped
around a tree. Most people’s
traveling was usually done in the
morning. Since this was during
the afternoon, fortunately I didn’t
meet anyone on the road, so I
navigated all the way home suc-
cessfully.

The rest of the family met us
in the dooryard, but I was so
hopped up about that car that I
can only imagine how my mother
must have felt. I did know how
my brother felt.

Here we are, the envy of the
neighborhood, or at least, so I
imagined. Actually, my father
never seemed to have much de-
sire to drive. He was a good
mechanic and could do anything
with machines, or make any-
thing, or repair anything. My
brother learned to drive as soon
as he was old enough and my
father did get his license after I
left home, more or less out of

necessity, but my mother never
did drive.

I don’t know how many of
you folks ever drove a Model T
Ford, but it took a lot of doing to
drive one.

First I will try and explain to
you younger people some things
about a Model T. that were dif-
ferent from the cars of today.

Ours was called a “touring
car.” I don’t know why, but per-
haps because of the fact that there
were no, or very few, enclosed
cars in those days.

This auto had four wheels,
four fenders, a top, a steering
wheel and it also had three doors.
This car did not have a self-
starter. In fact, it did not have a
battery of any kind. The spark

St. Lawrence County Historical Association Quarterly



to fire the plugs and light the
head lamps were generated by a
magneto.

Nearly all the earlier cars had
gas lights. They had a small tank
strapped to the running board on
the driver’s side, filled with car-
bide gas. The headlights were
quite large and the front had a
door which opened to light the
gas. They were a good steady
light. Our car had the magneto
lights.

On the flywheel on the back
end of the engine, there were
bolted to it about eight U-shaped
magnets. As the flywheel ro-
tated, they generated electricity
for the spark plugs and also the
head lamps.

There was no dash as we
know it today on our cars. There
was a straight up and down wind-
shield, and a firewall made of
plywood. On the firewall was a
metal box which contained four
coils. Henry Ford thought that
each cylinder needed its own
coil. They made a buzzing sound
when the engine was running.

The gas tank was under the
front cushion. You had to lift up
the cushion to fill it. I think it
held about eight gallons. Gas was
only eighteen cents a gallon at
this time and no tax.

There was no fuel pump so
the gas tank had to be higher than
the carburetor. Sometimes to go
up a steep hill, you had to turn
around and go up the hill back-
ward. (Simple.)

To check the oil, you got
down on your knees and reached
under the car where you could
see two small petcocks. You
opened the lower one, and if oil
came out, you had enough oil in

the crankcase, but also you
checked the upper one, and
should get a little drip from it.
That meant that it was okay. Ifit
ran out a stream, you had too
much oil and probably would
foul the plugs. (Simple)

Inside the car, on the driver’s
side, was a lever on the left called
the “emergency brake.” It was
very important to have this lever
pulled back because it held the
car in neutral. The only way to
start the motor was by cranking
or rolling down hill.

So now we are ready to see if
the old car will start. Now be
sure that lever is pulled back as
far as it will go. Below the steer-
ing wheel there are two levers,
each about four inches long. On
the left, that one adjusted the
spark, and on the right was the
gas. You had better push that
spark lever all the way up, or you
might be carrying your arm in a
sling for four to six weeks.
(Why, you wonder? I will ex-
plain later.) On the front of the
coil box was a small lever (no
key) which you had to move to
the right to turn on the ignition.
All this had to be done on the
inside of the car.

Stiil it wouldn’t start until you
took a hold of that handle which
you see hanging down outside on
the front of the engine. There
was at least one more thing
which you had to do before it was
ready to be started. That was to
pull out the choke. This was a
rod which protruded from the
carburetor to the outside of the
front which you had to pull when
you were cranking the engine.
By pulling this it closed a damper
between the carburetor and
manifold so gas went to the cyl-
inder. (Simple.)

St. Lawrence County Historical Association Quarterly

Another safety precaution
which you quickly learned was
to never wrap your hand around
the crank, but keep your thump
to one side. If that spark lever
(remember that’s inside the car)
was down too far, that old engine
could kick like a mule (and I al-
ready referred to the “arm in a

sling”).

This car had three doors. 1
never knew why they didn’t put
a door on the driver’s side in
front. Once you had it running
and you were the driver, if you
had a passenger you had to crawl
over him or her to get behind the
steering wheel. Sometimes I sat
behind the wheel while my fa-
ther cranked the engine at the
front. That saved the passenger
from being disturbed by the
driver climbing over.

The Model T was not for con-
venience, but for transportation.
Henry Ford didn’t make much
choice of colors either. It was
once said you could get any color
you wanted as long as it was
black.

I would like to comment a
little more on the wheels and tires
of the Model T.

The front tires were thirty
inches by three inches and were
made of fabric of some kind.
Cord tires were just coming into
the market. The fabric in these
tires was crisscrossed and vulca-
nized together and lasted much
longer. The rear tires were thirty
inches by three and one half
inches. The rims and wheels
were made together. Demount-
able rims were on the 1920 mod-
els, so you could carry a spare
tire.

If you were still driving that
old 1918 model, you had better



carry a jack, two tire irons, a can
of tube patches and a pump. My
brother-in-law patched a tire ten
times in one day on a trip we
took. That tire got so loose we
could take if off the wheel with-
out using tire irons at all.

Remember, this car was a
touring car. It had no glass win-
dows that kept the rain out, but
it did have side curtains. They
were rolled up and stored under
the rear cushion. They had some
kind of see-through material in
them. They also had grommets
that fit over a button that you
turned to hold them on. There
was no quick way to get out of
this car once the curtains were in
place.

There are some more things I
would like to comment on; one
was about the lighting system. I
believe that Henry Ford never
drove this Model T after dark.
There were two head lamps, plus
one side lamp on each side of the
windshield and a taillight. These
last three lamps were kerosene
lamps. I never knew what the
lamps near the windshield were
for.

Remember, there was no bat-
tery. The magneto put out elec-
tricity to ignite the sparkplugs
and to light those head lamps.
The light increased with the
speed of the engine. I found out
if you were going up a hill and
had to shift to low gear, as the
engine increased its speed, the
lamp bulbs would burn out. The
1dea was to carry a couple of
spare bulbs or else drive home
in the dark.

This car was equipped! It had
low, high and reverse gears.
There were three pedals on the
floor at the driver’s foot. There
was no foot accelerator; too dan-

gerous. You controlled the gas
and the speed of the engine by
the lever on the steering column.

The pedal on the left, on the
floor, was the neutral and also the
low gear. You put your foot on
that pedal and released that le-
ver (emergency brake) and you
pressed the pedal forward and the
car should begin to move for-
ward.

As you moved the gas lever
you should pick up speed in the
low speed range. When you were
travelling a little faster you re-
moved your foot from the low
pedal and you were in high gear.
When you came to a hill or
slowed down too much, the car
was in danger of stalling. At that
you pressed the left pedal again
and you were in low gear. Sound
simple? Model T was made for
simple people.

And so the time has come
when it’s necessary to back up.
All you had to do was hold that
left pedal in neutral and press the
middle pedal with your right foot
and you should be going back-
wards. Be ready to stop at any
time. Remember that pedal on
the right, that’s the brake.

I doubt there was any other car
made that did not have a shifting
lever. Remember, 1 explained
about the three pedals on the
floor? You did all the shifting of
gears with your feet. Low, high,
and reverse. That left your hands
to adjust spark and gas levers,
and of course, steer the car. Top
steep was around forty to forty-
five miles per hour, and I think
you had to be going downhill to
do that.

That car, of all Fords, had
what was called a planetary
transmission. I never knew, un-

til I looked in the dictionary re-
cently, what that meant. (Look
it up.) Remember, this was a
simple car.

The braking system of the
Model T was something. I doubt
that any other car had this pecu-
liar way of stopping or slowing
down the speed of the auto. Re-
member the three pedals that you
maneuvered with your right foot
and that the right pedal was the
brake? In the transmission were
three drumlike things that re-
volved when the engine was run-
ning: one for low and high gears,
one for reverse, and one for
brake. As you pressed down on
a pedal, you stopped the turning
of that drum. There were banks
around these that you com-
pressed when you pushed down
on a pedal. They all were turn-
ing in the same motor oil that was
in the crankcase. When you
stopped that brake drum, you
stopped the car.

Just a short note about the
country roads. I wrote about the
dirt roads in the neighborhood,
that’s just what they were. The
county and towns were begin-
ning to upgrade by putting down
gravel and crushed stone, which
was a great improvement, but the
material was not in place very
long before the road surface be-
came what we called “wash-
board” roads. They developed
channels close together across
the roadway and if you drove
slow, your old Model T would
shake your eye teeth loose. We
learned to drive faster if we could
see through the dust. In the
spring, when the frost was going
out, the road became a mud hole.

There is another thing you
will find out if you drive your car
in cold weather - any time below
thirty degrees. Remember to al-
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ways drain the radiator unless
you can keep it in a warm place.
If it was really cold weather, we
would fill the radiator with hot
water if we expected the old car
to start. As a last resort, we
would put a pan of hot coals un-
der the motor. We were careful
to assure a few drops of gasoline
did not fall on the coals; better
push it outside the shed or the
barn.

Sometimes it helped to start
by jacking up one rear wheel and
putting the car in gear and then
cranking. Better put a block in
front and rear of the other wheel.
There were a few more tricks that
we learned about starting; like
pushing it down a hill. If you
pushed the car to start it, it was
best to have someone behind the
wheel, but I have done it both
ways.

We got the car in October, and
drove it until near Christmas
when the snow was too deep to
drive in. There were no snow
plows on the road in the winter,
not even the main roads could be
kept open for wheeled vehicles.
We didn’t drive it again until
Easter Sunday. It was a beauti-
ful day and we decided we would
start the old Ford and drive to
church, about two-and-a-half
miles.

We got all ready and were
seated in the car, and father was
going to crank it for me. Re-
member about that engine kick-
ing like a mule if you didn’t
retard the spark? Well, I forgot
to retard the spark, and my
father cranked it. That old mule
kicked, and broke Papa’s arm.
This was the spring of the year,
when there was sugar bush
to be tapped, syrup to be made,
and of course, all the cows
to be milked. Father, to say it

mildly, was discouraged. But we
all survived.

We used the horses for trav-
elling during the winter and I
imagine they were glad to see
spring come. That old Model T
was with us for several years. We
carried milk cans to the factory.
We carried vegetables, as we
raised a lot, to sell. We even
gathered produce out in the fields
with it. When it was time for
“courting” a young lady, it hardly
mattered when the light bulb
blew out; as long as she didn’t
know there was a spare.

There were a few things
which have been improved or
added on the automobile since
1918. Think about these things:
speedometer, odometer, self start
(remote control starting), power
brakes, power steering, auto-
matic speed control, air bags,
self-lock doors, automatic win-
dows, windshield washer, self-
dim lights, directional signals,
gas gauge, car heater, air condi-
tioning, seat belts, radio, tape
player and even telephones. So
many things we think of as ne-
cessities and wouldn’t dream of
doing without.

But don’t try comparing
prices. In the early 1920s you
could buy a new Model T for
about $400.

You old timers, let’s take a
ride down memory lane. You
drive. I am going to sit by the
front door so that I can escape if
I have to. Also it will be much
warmer riding there.

I am now eighty-seven plus
years old, but I would still like
to get behind the wheel of that
old 1918 Model T. Ford. It was
a lovable car, I think that I en-
joyed driving it as much as I do

St. Lawrence County Historical Association Quarterly

driving my modern car today.
Gas was eighteen cents a gallon
and oil twenty-five cents a quart
(no tax).

But while it’s great to remi-
nisce, I guess I wouldn’t trade
full-time for the comfort today.

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Mr. McClure had submitted
his article before his death. Al-
though his story was not pub-
lished before his passing, we at
The Quarterly want to thank his
family for allowing us to still
print this fabulous piece.

Bernard McClure died Sept.
25, 1997 at the age of 89.

His wife, Doris McClure,
lives in Queensbury, N.Y.

As of August 1997 they had
been married for 69 years!



After dealing with what North
Country residents will clearly
remember as a wet and cold sum-
mer, the heat and humidity that
caressed the area during the
ground-breaking celebration and
reception for the Barn Raising
Campaign was a pleasant sur-
prise.

The official ground-breaking
ceremony for the new St.
Lawrence County Historical As-
sociation “barn” took place on
August 31, 2000. While most
people didn’t seem to mind the
sun and heat that descended upon
the day, they did, however, take
advantage of sitting under the
tenting which covered a good
area of the back lawn at 3 East
Main Street in Canton.

BARN RAISING

By Pamela Ouimet
Quarterly Editor

To date, $934,000 has been
raised in pledges and gifts to go
toward the cost of the $978,000
construction project. SLCHA
Executive Director Trent Trulock
explained the total cost of the
project includes construction
costs, as well as architectural fees
and some furnishings.

Major work at the site is
slated to begin in October 2000,
and the target for completion of
the approximate 6,800 square
feet building is the fall of 2001.
All of the funds for the project
need to be raised by the end of
2002.

A Time To Celebrate
“It’s wonderful to have you all
here,” SLCHA Board President

Area residents are shown reviewing

plans for the new Red Barn.

10

Dick Foster said during the
ground-breaking ceremony.

“This has been a mission of
the Association. This is a begin-
ning,” he said of the construction
project. “When the construction
of the new building is completed,
it will be another beginning.”

SLCHA Barn Raising Chair-
man Robert Wells noted a team
of evaluators had recently been
to the site and they were aston-
ished at the project which was
being undertaken.

“Without the sincere efforts of
so many, we wouldn’t be here,”
he said. “Thank you to the cam-
paign committee. No campaign
can succeed without dedicated
leaders.”

Mr. Wells noted this project
has been a vision of the Associa-
tion for a long time. “Today we
are breaking ground. This struc-
ture will meet our needs and de-
mands of the 21* Century.”

Director Trulock thanked ev-
eryone for their dedication to the
project. “I am overwhelmed
when I think about the money
that was raised from the County
and the country. It means some-
thing special to know our history
means so much to so many,” he
said. “We are keeping history
alive in the present and for those
who come after.”

He gave special thanks to
Dick Maginn of Massena, who
the Association has hired as the
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general contractor, and to John
Mesick from the Albany firm of
Mesick, Cohen, Wilson, Baker,
who was hired as the project ar-
chitect.

Special thanks were also
given to Angelo’s Restaurant of
Potsdam for the fabulous cater-
ing job they performed at the re-
ception.

A Vision Becomes Reality

The original concept that the
Association needed a new build-
ing was brought forth in 1973,
according to Mr. Trulock. Archie
Stobie was the director of the
Frederick Remington Museum at
that time, and he was a consult-
ant to see if the SLCHA could
turn the Silas Wright House into
a museum.

“Archie said the old barn
could be a historical center for a
short term. That short term
turned into over 25 years,” Mr.
Trulock said. “The concept for
the present project was formed
in the mid-1990’s. The original
concept never got off the ground
for a variety of reasons. The
board and staff worked together
to revisit the original plans and
make changes to them.”

“I was hired in 1997, and
when I was interviewed 1 was
asked about working on a build-
ing project,” the Director re-
called. “From 97 on, we talked
about the project.”

The Board discussed what
kind of building they would
build, what it’s function would
be, and how would it satisfy
present and future needs. Mr.
Trulock said the Board discussed
the project at every monthly
meeting, which was a good ex-
ercise for them.

Major donors (1 to r): Representing St. L

“These discussions let us
know what we wanted and didn’t
want, and what we needed and
didn’t need,” he said.

Once the new barn is built, the
current red barn will still be
standing. “It makes sense to use
our resources wisely,” Mr.
Trulock said. “Our current plan
is the old barn will remain
through the construction project
and the next two to three years.
Our long-range plan is the old
barn wiil be torn down and we
will add more parking. Our cur-
rent budget doesn’t allow for that
right now.

“It will take one year for us to
move everything from the old
barn into the new barn. We want
to do it right the first time,” he
said. “In 2002 we hope every-
thing is ready to join in the cel-
ebration of the County’s bicen-
tennial.”

Along with all the artifacts
and items currently housed in the
old barn, the new barn will also
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awrence County, Legislative Chairman
Shawn Gray, Becky Van de Water, Peter Van de Water, Board President Dick
Foster, Kate Newell, Nancy Seeley, Allan Newell, Representing Senator Meier,
Joseph Gray, SLCHA Director Trent Trulock, Carol Johnson, Campaign
Chairman Bob Wells.

be home to SLCHA staff offices,
a new gift shop and lobby, a
County exhibit gallery, an eleva-
tor and ramps, a public research
room, archival storage, the
curator’s work room and a col-
lection storage area.

The current lobby in the back
of the Silas Wright House will
become an exhibit gallery — and
this area will be raised approxi-
mately three feet. “There will no
longer be a need to go up stairs
to enter the Silas Wright House,”
Mr. Trulock said.

The floor area where the of-
fices are currently held on the
second floor of the House will
“disappear,” according to the
Director. “There will be a walk-
way from the new barn to the
children’s attic. From here,
people will be able to view the
gallery below. There will also be
a walk-way on the main floor,
connecting the barn to the House.

“Everyone is dying to get
started,” he exclaimed. “We have

1
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The Campaign Committee (I to r): Kneeling, Board President Dick Foster;
Standing, Representing St. Lawrence County, Legislative Chairman Shawn
Gray, Judy Gibson, Campaign Chairman Bob Wells, Kate Newell, Peter Van
de Water, Allan Newell, Campaign Coordinator Patricia Tubbs, SLCHA
Director Trent Trulock, and Lowell McAllister

lived with the idea for so long.
We want to see it built.”

“The public phase was
launched last year at our annual
meeting on October 30, 1999,”
Mr. Trulock reported. “Eighty-
seven percent of the funds were
already raised before we went
public. We had a long private
phase, where we got our major
support.”

The private phase of the
building project began with a
combined pledge of $50,000
from the Board and staff-a total
of 22 people. Mr. Trulock said
everyone gave at a level they
were comfortable with.

“We went forth with the idea
that if we were going to ask oth-
ers for support, we should sup-
port it. Some people gave more
than they initially thought they
would,” he recalled. “When we
went out (to ask for pledges), we
showed the prospective donors
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we were serious about this
project.”

The Director gave much
credit to the Board, Campaign
Committee and Steering Com-
mittee for all their dedicated
work and support in the project.

“We had a good Campaign
Committee. They did the bulk of
the fundraising. The Steering
Committee was a smaller part of
the Campaign Committee,” he
explained. “Pat Tubbs was the
campaign coordinator, and she
gave us the framework to work
within. She kept everyone on tar-
get and on task. Bob Wells was
the chairman and he had a vision
of how everything could click
together.”

During the major donor re-
ception, which was previously
held, Mr. Trulock said three
Amish bentwood rocking chairs,
purchased through the Tradi-
tional Arts in Upstate New York

(TAUNY), were donated in hon-
or of Steering Committee mem-
bers Bob Wells, Dick Foster and
Peter Van de Water. Ms. Tubbs
and Mr. Trulock also served on
the Steering Committee.

Along with the dedicated
people involved with the red barn
project, Mr. Trulock noted the
Association is extremely lucky to
have the support of over 900
members.

“We know how fortunate we
are to have the amazing support
we have at the St. Lawrence
County Historical Association.
We would never be a success
without the support of our mem-
bers,” the Director said.

“In 1947 the Association
started. It has survived since
then, and grown and flourished,”
he commented. “We are doing
well with the project because of
them (members). Without them,
we wouldn’t be here. We have
over 900 members throughout St.
Lawrence County, New York
state and the rest of the country,
and a few in Canada. Most of our
members are County residents.

“The current barn was a liv-
ery barn at the turn of the Cen-
tury,” Mr. Trulock reported. “It
has since been apartments, a
pizza parlor and a history center.
It has had a long life... probably
longer than was anticipated.”
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Barn Raising
Contributors

The St. Lawrence County Historical Association gratefully recognizes
these significant contributors to the Barn Raising Campaign:

NAMING OPPORTUNITY GIFTS

These donors have made significant contributions for the design, construction and furnishing of spe-
cific rooms and features of the Red Barn Addition:

Allan & Kate Newell Public Research Room
St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators Archives

Sweetgrass Foundation Exhibit Gallery

Nancy Seeley North Country Annex
SLCHA Board of Trustees & Staff Offices

North Country Savings Bank To be announced

Peter & Becky Van de Water Gift Shop

Richard & Sandra Foster Stairwell

MAJOR STATE SUPPORT:

The following New York State Senators have contributed significant member item support to the Red
Barn Addition.

Senator Raymond Meier

Senator James Wright

RECOGNITION BOARD GIFTS

The following donors have contributed $1,000 or more and will be recognized on a permanent donor
board that will be attractively displayed in the Red Barn Addition:

INDIVIDUALS AND
FAMILIES:

Christopher Angus Gary & Betsy Kelly Robert Shaw
Richard & Joan Bouchard Jane & Mat Layo Peggy Sperling
George Brooks Sue & Joe Longshore Allen & Marilyn Splete
Sally Street & Severn Brown Stanley Maine Carlton Stickney
Preston & Joan Carlisle Dr. Sebastian & Anne Mazzotta Dr. Daniel & Ann
Barry & Patricia Carson Jane McAllaster Sullivan
Judy & Varick Chittenden Helen McCadam Norton & Joan Taylor
Mary & Carl Colton Dr. Patricia Mahoney & J. Rebecca & Michael
Charlotte Ramsay & Max Coots Mike McCarney Thompson
Vivian Cordwell Lura McElhearn Chris Coffin & Pat
Betsy Deuval Claire Menkel Tocatlian
Alan Draper Bradshaw & Marilyn Mintener T. Turling Walker
Trent Trulock & Cynthia Eyler Eugene & Lois Nicandri Susan Washburn
Lauren & Ray French & Family James Nichols Bob & Pat Wells
Kevin Kueng & Catherine Foster =~ Cathleen O’Horo Mary Jo Whalen
Clarke Gage Betty & Don Peckham Harold & Barbara Wilder
George & Judy Gibson Dr. Frank Piskor James & Bonnie Wilkinson
Mary Gilbert Fritz & Wanda Renick Ivan & Martha Wing
Herbert & Mary Ruth Judd John & Marilyn Ross Cay Zabriskie
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BUSINESSES, SERVICE CLUBS & FOUNDATIONS

Anonymous Alcoa Foundation
Barnhart Trust Morris Pinto CPA
Cives Steel Co. Northern Div. Community Bank

Coming Incorporated Foundation
Gouverneur Rotary Club
International Valley Development
Losurdo Foods inc.
Newell-Rubbermaid

NuMed

SeaComm Federal Credit Union

ADDITIONAL MAJOR SUPPORT
These donors have contributed gifts of $500 to $999 in support:

INDIVIDUALS & FAMILIES

Janet Favro
Vicki Martin
William McLeod
Jane Subramanian
David & Marie Swanson
Patricia & John Tubbs
Harry & Doris Wheaton Jr.

Peter & Katherine Wyckoff

BUSINESSES
Canton Jubilee IGA Market

Knights of Columbus-Canton

Edward John Noble Foundation

Howe Reale Inc.

Kinney Drugs Inc.

McCadam Cheese Co. Inc.

Northern New York Community Foundation
Roman Catholic Diocese of Ogdensburg
Stewart’s Shops

Massena Savings & Loan Association

Penski Inc.

CONTRIBUTORS
These donors have contributed gifts up to $499 in support

INDIVIDUALS & FAMILIES

Jane Aldous Elizabeth Brown, NY

Paul & Laurine Amo Elizabeth Brown, IL
James Arvidson Mary Bucher

Deborah Bailey Carolyn Bulgey

Nora Bajjaly Neil & Barbara Burdick
Kathy Barlow Ellen Burt

Joan & Jim Barrick Evelyn Charlebois

Eloise Bartholomew Thomas & Nellie Coakley
Gayle Barton Mildred Collins

Pauline Batchelder Rev. Lawrence Cotter
Annette Beard Marieta Craska

Peter & Barbara Beekman Kath & Leo Curro

Tom Coburn & Leigh Berry Thomas & Joan Dalton
Lorraine & Allan Bogardus Cornelia Daly

Beverly Boyea Mike & Sue Danehy
Charles Brackett Ward Davey

Margaret Brizendine Anne Dealy

Phyllis Brosnan William & Kathleen Demo
Rev. Thomas & Eleanor Brotherton Marjorie Dier

Elizabeth Brown, CT
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Pat Dominie

Frances Doyle
Ed & Virginia Dreby

Susie Wood & David Duff
Richard & Hannelore Dunne
Dennis & Christine Eickhoff
Lynn & Nils Ekfelt

David Ellis

Robert & Barbara Ellison
Eileen Elmer
Helen Torr Exton
Joann Pfeil & Paul Fischer
Virginia & Edward Fischer
Mr. & Mrs. David Fisher
Janet Flight
Dr. John Jacobson &

Laura Foster

Sue Foster

Diane Regan Fry
Shirley Gardner
Neil & Alma Gamner
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Theron & Jean Given

Betty-Jane Golding

Shawn Gray

Dorothy Griffin

Jean Grimm

Tom & Martha Grow

Jane Gustafson

Edward & Helen Hackett

Ed & Joan Hadlock

Enid Hall

Thomas Hall

John & Dorothy Hall

Donald Hamilton

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hannan

Frank & TeriAnn Harder

John & Jean Hardy

Mary Hartman

Theresa Harwood

William Hazen

Tim & Cyndy Hennessy

Stan & Mary Holberg

Dr. Harry & Theo Howe

Ross & Agnes Hudson Jr.

Albert & Joan Hundley

Roger & Helen Hutchinson

Fred & Rosemarie Jahne

Carol Johnson

John B. Johnson

Eugene Jones

Jack & Mary Ellen Jones

Ray Kellison

Chuck & Tharese Kelly

Joseph & Dine Kennedy

John & Linda Kenny

Richard & Joan Kepes

Tom Van de Water &
Betsy Kepes

Harry & Willie King

Margaret & Paul Kingston

Patricia Kinne

Cathy L. Smith Interior Design
Daniel L. Crowley Post 514
Evans & White True Value
Josie’s Little Pizzeria

Kraft General Foods

Lawrence Funeral Home
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Elizabeth Knap

Ruth Kreuzer

Mary Ellen LaFalce

Helen Langford

Kenneth LaRue

Barb & Brian Lee

Ersel Logan

Robert Long

Milton & Judith Lowell
Robert & Betsey Matteson
Lowell & JoAnn McAllister
George & Janet McFarland
Ruth McGrath

Virginia Duffy McLoughlin
Richard & Mary Ann Miller
Jill Breit & Scott Miller
Myron Mochel

Joyce Monroe

Richard Mooers

Chuck & Karen Morgan
Mary Ann Narenkivicius
Alex & Carol Neubert

Jana Norris

Shirley Norton

Robert & LuAnn Schrader
Frank Schwartz
Ron McDougall &
Dierdre Scozzafava
Todd Shippee
Sally Skyrm
Dr. Bruce & Rosalie Smith
Howard & Bev Smith
Larry Smith
Betty Smith
Susan Sweeney Smith &
Andrew Smith
Frank & Norma Sprague
Dr. & Mrs. Marshall Stevenson
Emily Stiles
Bill & Joanne Swift
Sadie Talmadge
Katherine Thomas
Ruth & Douglas Thorbahn
Elizabeth Veronica Ticknor
James Todd
Elsie Tupper
Lee Turner
Joan & Ellen Turongian

Dr. Daniel & Carolyn O’Connor Sarah Van de Water

Isabel O’Hanlon

Shirley Ober

John & Beverly Oliver III
Robert Patten

Janice & Gerald Peters
W. Hollis Petersen

Avis Ragan

Iva Ramsdell

Robert & Kathy Raymo
Laura & Chris Rediehs
Emma Remington

Albert Rich

David & Ann Richardson
Marjorie Rock

Kathleen & Ed Russell

BUSINESSES
McCarthy’s Restaurant
Mead Specialty Paper
P & C Foods
Potsdam Zonta
Potter Industries
Riverside Liquor Store

John Vose

David & Sally Vrooman
Ardis Ward

Sharon Warren

Eric Weinhold

Frank & Mildred Whalen
Bob & Allison Wheeler
Ruth Whitney

Sarge & Lynn Whittier
Robert & Maxine Williams
Hazel Wilson

Susan Dillingham Winkler
Tim Wright

Scott Ford, Inc.

Smile Care Associates
SUNY College at Potsdam
VFW of Canton Post 1231
Whites Flowers
Ye Olde Liquors
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BARN RAISING CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

These individuals have provided volunteer time and leadership to the
Barn Raising Campaign:

Robert Wells, Canton, Chair
Patricia Tubbs, Campaign Coordinator

Richard Foster, SLCHA President, Gouverneur
Ruth Garner, Potsdam
Judy Gibson, Canton
Shawn Gray, Massena
Lowell McAllister, Heuvelton
Allan Newell, Hammond
Kate Newell, Hammond
Lois Nicandri, Massena
Trent Trulock, SLCHA Executive Director, Canton
Peter Van de Water, Canton;
Cay Zabriskie, Ogdensburg
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Ground-Breaking Celebration & Reception,
Thursday, August 31, 2000
Silas Wright House, Canton, New York

Carol Johnson, representing North Country Savings Nancy Seeley, who made a Naming Opportunity gift
Bank, who made a Naming Opportunity gift (North Country Annex)

Kate & Allan Newell, who made a Naming Dick Foster, representing himself and his wife
Opportunity gift (The Public Research Room) Sandra, who made a Naming Opportunity gift
(Stairwell)
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Becky and Peter Van de Water,
who made a Naming Opportunity gift
(Gift Shop)

: N s
Joseph Gray, representing Senator Raymond Meier who
contributed major member item support to the Red Barn
Addition.
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St. Lawrence County Legislative Chairman Shawn Gray

and County Legislator Donald Smith, representing the

St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators, which made
a Naming Opportunity gift (Archives)

SLCHA Board President Dick Foster and Director
Trent Trulock, representing SLCHA Board of Trustees
and Staff, which made a Naming Opportunity gift

(Offices)

All photos p. 17-18
Courtesy Pam Ouimet.
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THE OLIVER LAW FIRM

Cathleen E. O'Horo
Roger B. Linden
Francis P. Cappello

Michelle H. Ladouceur, Associate

117 Main Street
Canton, NY 13617

Tel.: 315-386-4595 Fax: 315-379-1240

FOREC WALSH o B

auctioneer

$S$S
Potsdam, NY 13676

315-265-9111

Toll Free: 1-800-371-9286
Serving the North Country Since 1979

CCT6799C xeq

Cell: 322-3520

www.walshauction.com

Northern Lights
Bookshop

Quality Used Books
Specializing in non-fiction,
regional books

We buy private libraries & collections

95 Irish Settlement Rd. Pierrepont NY
shop open Thurs. - Sat., Noon - 5 pm
315-379-9564
email: nlb@northnet.org

St. Lawrence County
Historical Association Hours

SLCHA Office, SLCHA Archives
& Silas Wright House

Open Tuesday - Saturday, Noon - 4:00 p.m.
Friday Noon - 8 p.m.
(and by Appointment)
Admission Fees:

Museum Free

Archives Members - Free
Students - $2.50
General Public - $5.00

County Gallery
Exhibit-

50+ Years of
Collecting: The History
of the St. Lawrence
County Historical
Association

at the St. Lawrence County
Historical Association
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Non-Profit Organization

Meet Frank Your Neighborhood B

"At North Country Savings Bank, we offer you a CD that gives you guaranteed earnings in a Und Friend
safe, rock-solid investment. No stock tumbles and no gimmicks. This new 25-month CD has
an inferest rate of 6.85% on @ minimum deposit of $500. After 25 months, you can withdraw
your money or the sum automatically rolls over into a standard two-year CD. Simple, isn't it2.”

g&ank Ca’ztet :

BRANCH MANAGER/CANTON OFFICE ]

anker

orthe NASDAQ

you'll get the same GREA T RETURN

TWENTY FIVE
Months

NORTH COUNTRY
SAVINGS BANK

127 Main Street, Canton pr 315.386.4533
The Neighbor You Can Depend On

Offices in Ogdensburg * Canton * Potsdam * Massena

==
LENDER

MEMBER FDIC
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
LENDER

Rate effective 11.07.2000. CD offer subject to change without notice. Annual percentage yield will not change for the term of the account. Assumes the
interest will remain on deposit for one year. Interest compounded monthly and credited monthly. A withdrawal of any of the principal before the maturity
date will result in a penalty of 90 days simple interest at the rate in effect on the account.






