
T H E  Q U A R T E R L Y  --- --------- 
Published by the  St. hwrence County Hir tor ical  Assmiation 

Editor - Atwood Manley, Canton, N. Y- 
Associate Editors - Nina Smitherr and Bette L. Mayhew 

vole  Ve Number k Canton. I.Y. Oetober 1960' 

CRIOINAL TURNPIKE UD OFTICE 

This old stone house, looated between Ruseell and Edwards i s  believed 
t o  have been used as  an off ice during the  oonstruotion of the  St. 
Iaurenoe Turnpike, possibly used by Runsall Attwater. I t  i s  now the 
summer home of Mr .  and Mrs. Robert A. Hatoh of Ohio, having formerly 
been owned by Mrs. Hatch's parents, t he  l a t e  George m d  Iaura Ye Hall. 
Photo by h v i d  Lane. 

TIZ ST. IAlRRENCE RUSSELL TURbTPIKE 

Whether he rpelled hie Chrirt ian name with only one wLw and made up fo r  t h e  
omission by adding an extra "T" t o  his surname i a  of l i t t l e  importarre. The 
important thing i s  t h a t  Russel Attunter possessed ruoh a b i l i t i e r  t h a t  tho groat 
Northern New York land barons, L. Ray de Chamon%, Conatable, the  Parishes, t he  
Ogdenr, the  Pierreponto and others recognized him aa a necessary r ide i n  the  
sucoese of t h e i r  plan t o  open up and develop those thousands of square miles of 
unbroken virgin fores t  twt lay between the  Mohawk River and the Caaadirn 
boundary 

So well  did he oarrg out h i s  mireions that he beorole one of the great i n  
the early hilrtory of St. Lawrenos County. Great enough t o  hare a vi l lage and a 
township and an early turnpike road named fo r  h i r e  And he must have poeserrod r 
po l i t i oa l  aomen -oh, coupled with hi8 general popuhri ty ,  caured him to se t r e  
i n  the  s t a t e  reatate i n  1813-184. 



This p o l i t i c a l  leadership may be t h e  answer t o  why a l eg i s l a t i ve  ao t  was 
parsed February a, 1809 authoridng t h e  construction of a s t a t e  arsenal  a t  t h e  
v i l l age  of Russell  when war olouds were forming dark and low over t he  United 
S ta tes  and Great Britain. A n  arsenal  t h i r t y  by fifty f e e t  i n  dimension, th ree  
s t o r i e s  high, with three-foot th ick  walls  of stone, on ground oontributed by 
Attwater, and a l l  ourrounded by a high w a l l  b r i s t l i n g  on top with sharp i r o n  
spikes. An arsenal ,  i n  which a r t i l l e r y  was stored on the  ground f loor ,  small 
arms on t h e  neoond f l oo r  and ammunition on t he  t op  one, f o r  d i s t r i bu t i on  among 
troops quartered i n  t h e  St. Lawrence d i r t r i o t .  

But one of his pr incipal  achievements was The St. kwrence o r  Ruasell 
Turnpike. Authorized Apri l  2, 1810 by a o t  of t he  s t a t e  l eg i s la tu re ,  t h i s  road, 
t h e  construction of whioh he was comissioned t o  supervise by The St. Laurence 
Turnpike Company of which James D o  Le Ray de Chaumont was the  president, i s  sa id  
t o  have s t a r t ed  near t he  Old Fargots Hotel about f i v e  and a half  miles above t he  
v i l l age  of Carthage i n  t h e  town of W i l n a .  

From there  it bore s l i g h t l y  towards t h e  West t o  join t h e  old Antwerp road 
and then bore away from t h e  l a t t e r  t o  en te r  St. Iawrence County i n  t he  present 
town of Fowler. 

Amos Lay's map shows t h a t  it crossed t h e  Indian River, t h e  West and East 
branches of the  Oswegatchie moved across t h e  Grass River a t  Russell,  and t h a t  
the re  m s  then no intervening v i l l ages  between t h e  s t a r t i n g  point and Russell. 
From Russell t h e  pike passed De W i t t ,  crossed t h e  Raoquette River, entered 
Par ishvi l le ,  ororsed a branch of t h e  St. Regia River, went i n  t o  Hopkinton 
where it again crorsed t h e  St. Regis and then moved i n  a more Easterly d i rec t ion  
towards i t s  Eastern terminus i n  t he  town of Malone. There it joined t h e  old road 
whioh came through Chateaugay from Plattsburgh. I t  was never completed t o  t he  
v i l l age  of Malone, a l eg i s l a t i ve  a c t  of 1813 permitting i t s  stoppage a t  Bangor, 
a hamlet of but a handful of houses s i x  miles from Malone. 

From Malone t o  Carthage it would have been 9 l m i l e s ,  of which 23 miles was 
from Malone t o  Hopkinton, 8 from Hopkinton t o  Ps r i shv i l l e ,  20 from Par i shv i l l e  
t o  Russell and 40 from Ruesell t o  Carthagee However, construction m a  suppoeed 
t o  have stopped a t  t h e  Bangor l ine ,  which was rho* of Malone, and it went beyond 
Carthage t o  near Fargols. Robably t h e  deduction from t h e  Xalone end and t h e  
addi t ion on t h e  Carthage end would have oancelled each other,  leaving the  e n t i r e  
actual  length of t h e  pike about 90 miles. 

Ar ra t ional ized with present-day road maps, t he  Russell Turnpike began lean 
than a ha l f  mile above t he  Old Fargo's Hotel, mwed f o r  t h e  Levis County toanship 
of Diana, crossed t h a t  township jus t  ins ide  i t s  northwestern boundary passing 
through bwisburg and proceeding a shor t  distanoe t o  t h e  West of Indian Lake. 

Entering St. Lawrence County i n  t he  town of Fowler t he  pike went through 
t h e  present Kelloggls Corners, continued crossing t h e  West branch of t he  Oswe- 
gatchie about three-quarters of a mile below Ful le rv i l l e .  This route today from 
t h e  St. Lawrenee County l i n e  t o  Fu l l e rv i l l e  i s  county road. From there,  the re  i r  
a shor t  s t r e t c h  of town highway which joins t h e  s t a t e  road a t  t he  Fowler-Edwards 
line. The r k r t e  road continues across t h e  town and through t h e  v i l l age  of 
-rde and then picks up another oounty road -oh runs i n t o  t he  v i l l age  of 
Rugrell t he r e  ororring t h e  Grass River. Thenae t h i n  oounty mad  continues on 
through West Pierrepont and Pierrepont t o  f i n a l l y  junction with t h e  Potsdam- 
Hannarra Falls-Colton s t a t e  road a shor t  distanae t o  t h e  southwest of t h e  Racquetto 
River. There a torn road ca r r i e s  on t o  c rors  t h e  r i v e r  a t  Brown's Bridge, proceedn 
through West Par i shv i l l e  t o  t h e  High F la t s  area and there  joins a county road. 
Some distance Wert of Ps r iehv i l l e  t h i s  county road picks up a s t a t e  road whioh 
zig-zags t o  oross t h e  West branch of t h e  St. Regis a t  Par ishvi l le ,  then omt inue  
t o  and through k p k i n t o n  and head d i r ec t l y  f o r  Nioholville, the re  crooning t h e  
a r t  branch of t h e  St. Regir. From there  t h e  ooursa i s  through Dickinson, East 
Diokinson, West Bangor and Bangor, t h e  Eartern terminur of t h e  pike. 



It i s  poss ible  t h a t  t he r e  may be some s l i g h t  divergences i n  t h i s  current  
highmy route  f r m t h e  point  near Fargo's, which i n  t h e  olden days was known a s  
t h e  Checkered House, but  a comparison of today's road maps with Amos h y ' s  maps 
of 1812 and 1813 would ind ica te  t h a t  the  divergences a r e  a l igh t ,  i f  any. 

However, that may be, there  i s  much romantic h i s to ry  associated with t h i e  
old turnpike of 150 yeare ago, f i r s t  of the  turnpikes of t h e  f a r  upstate. But 
t h e  bulk of i t s  h i s to ry  and i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  l o r e  has e i t h e r  been l o s t  o r  i s  yet  
t o  be uncovered. 

Inspired and sponeored by men of inmenre wealth who owned the  mill ions of 
acres  of v i rg in  fo r e s t  that blanketed t he  s t a t e  northward from Utica t o  t he  
Canadian f ron t ie r ,  t h e  venture const i tu ted a t ranspor t  avenue through one of t h i s  
nation's  most picturesque regions, an  avenue which a l so  became an  important l i nk  
i n  a mi l i t a ry  highway from t h e  s t a t e ' s  Eastern boundary a t  Plattsburgh on lake 
Champlain and curved around t h e  north and down t o  Saokets Harbor. And it was 
completed jus t  i n  time t o  be of important m i l i t a ry  service  t o  t h i s  country i n  t h e  
War of 1812. Some major f igh t ing  was done a t  both of i t s  termini i ,  Saokets Harbor 
and Plattsburgh, during t h a t  second war between t h e  United S ta tes  and Great 
Britain. Troops and mi l i t a ry  s t o r e s  passed over it. And While t h e  block of S t *  
Lawrence County's t e n  towns had a binding of St. kurence  River shore along t h e  
50-mile northern edge of f i v e  of them, and thrust a t o t a l  depth of 20 miles i n to  
t h e  i n t e r i o r  t o  form a bulwark against  agression, t h e  Russell Turnpike s m p t  down 
wel l  away from t h e i r  innermost boundary t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  protection of t h e  i n t e r i o r  
communiti e s  . 

But notwithetanding t he  f a c t  t h a t  war had been threatening f o r  some time when 
t h e  pike was b u i l t  and that it had mi l i t a ry  value, t h e  prime purpose of i t 6  con- 
s t ruc t ion  was of qu i te  a d i f f e r en t  nature. To s e l l  land and t o  ge t  t h e  s e t t l e r s  
coming i n ,  f o r  t h e  great  land owners s t i l l  retained most of t h e i r  holdings i n  t h e  
3,670,715 acres  of t he  koomb t r a c t  which Alemnder Maoomb and his partners,  
W i l l i a m  Constable and Daniel YoCormick had, i n  1791, contraoted t o  purchase f o r  
e igh t  pence per acre. 

A t  t h e  very beginning of 1800 James Le Ray de Chamuont had bought 220,000 
aores of t h a t  t r a c t  f o r  21 oentr an acre  and Gouverneur Morris had taken over 
an equal amount f o r  sligPltly over 22 cente an acre. Later Le Ray accumulated 
much more and, when he made an  assignment f o r  benef i t  of o red i to rs  December 31, 
1823, he owned 368,205 acres  of whioh 73,947 acres  were i n  St. Iaurence County 
and 30,758 aorer  i n  Franklin. Hesekiah Beers Pierrepont was sa id  t o  have 
possessed a half  mi l l ion aores. David Parish, the Ogdene, Harisons, t h e  Clarksons 
and others held t i t l e  t o  l ee r  extensive blocks. 

The o r ig ina l  Womb Purchase was divided i n t o  s i x  t r a c t s ,  one of which oon- 
misted of 553,020 aores embracing t h e  t o m  of Par ishvi l le ,  Hopkinton, Colton, 
Brasher, Lawrence and a small pa r t  of Massena, M l e  t h e  r e s t  of St. k r r e n c e  
County south and mist  of t h e  Ten Towns took up another t r a c t  of 458,222 acres,  
and a t h i r d  t m c t  of 821,819 was e n t i r e l y  i n  Franklin County. 

Also e n t i r e l y  t h e  ea r ly  pioneers along the Russell Turnpike route were 
Vermonters, with a sprinkling from Connecticut and Massachusetts, and most of 
them were people of emall means. I n  1810 whan t h e  Legislature authorized t h e  
Russell  Turnpike, Ruraell had a population of only 394 and Hopkinton of but  372. 

set t lement of t h i r  northern a rea  did not  begin u n t i l  about 1800, and these  
pioneers had t o  provide themselves wi th  log cabin habitations. Next they had t o  
c l ea r  t h e i r  t r a o t s  of t he  t r e e s  t h a t  they might have f i e ld8  fo r  t h e i r  crops. By 
t he  end of seven o r  eight  years some of them had been able  t o  replece t h e i r  log 
oabinr wlth frrme o r  stone houses, but  they s t i l l  needed roads t o  get  t h e i r  
produce t o  nrrket. Roadr f o r  t h i r  purpoee were qu i te  a s  e s sen t i a l  a s  f o r  t h e  
purpose of enabling t h e  landowners t o  dirpore of t h e i r  land. 



The problem of road-building was the  Finanoing. To have heavily assessed 
the s e t t l e r s  would have been confiscatory and would also have acted a s  an 
astringent against re l l ing  lands t o  acquire more se t t le rs .  Lotteries were early 
resorted t o  by the state.  On k r c h  28, 1803, a s t a t e  lo t t e ry  limited t o  &1,500 
was authorized for  the  construction of roads prinoipally i n  the Blaek River coustrp. 
On April 9, 1804 another one was provided t o  raiae $22,000 t o  be used for  aonstruot- 
ing a road from the head of the f a l l s  a t  Carthage t o  Nathan Ford's mills a t  
Oewegatcnie, and fo r  one from Troy t o  Greenwich. However, the  lo t te ry  plan did 
not continue long. 

I n  the l a t e  1700s turnpikes b u i l t  by private oapi tal  had come in to  vogue i n  
the metropolitan and Hudson River area o f  t h i s  r k t e  and down along the Atlantio 
Coast. Then i n  the ear ly 1800s many turnpike companies began t o  be inoorporated 
i n  Mew York State  un t i l ,  a t  the close of the b r  of 1812 there was a substantial  
nebmrk of them, and a l l  of these Northern turnpikes were oonfonnable t o  the 
regulations of width and rmanner of construction of the  road, number of toll gater 
and schedule of t o l l  aharges, and the Russell Turnpike was no exception. 

The m e  assigned t o  t h i s  Russell turnpike company i n  the leg is la t ive  aot of 
April 2, 1810 incorporating it was "The Resident  and Directors of the St. kwrence 
Turnpike Road Cornpalay". It was capi tal i red a t  $80 per share and the subscribers 
were permitted t o  take one share fo r  every one-airbeenth of a mile of t h e i r  land 
through which the pike went. The shares could be paid for  i n  money o r  i n  land, 
but i f  i n  land they were allowed but $2 t o  the  sore. 

A right-of-way m e  specified a t  mix rods wide, of which four rode was t o  
be cleared of t rees  and underbrush, while the roadway r a s  t o  be of 2-foot width, 
"leveled and faced with earth, r is ing i n  the  middle by a gradual arch, so as t o  
form an even surfaoe and where the  ground sha l l  be so so f t  are t o  require it, the  
same sha l l  be bedded with  tone, gravel, mund rood, or  other herd substance, eo 
a s  t o  secure a firm and sol id  foundation". 

Notwithatanding these provisions i n  the  incorporation laws, those ear ly 
turnpikes wore pret ty  primitive a f f a i r s  and not a great  deal different  than the  
l a t e r  woodamants road. I n  the evolution of Amerioan highway6 which began with 
Virginia'e first highway law i n  1632, these turnpikes wore but an upward s tep or 
two from the Indian t r a i l s  whioh many of them followed. 

ADY attempt t o  oompare them with the modern multiple-laned concrete turnpike 
would be ridiculous t o  the "N"th degree. The one point i n  common of the  low 
York Sta te  Thrrrrray and the Russell Turnpike i s  t he  aharging of to l l s .  I t  i e  
superfluous to say t h a t  the word "turnpike" mean# r bar or  gate t o  stop t r a f f i o  
while t o l l s  a r e  collected. It  does not define a type of road oonstruction. 

Benjamin Wright, Charles C. Brodhead and EUrha Camp rere  appointed by the  
St. Iawrence Turnpike Act t o  designate on the  Blaok River Road the r ta r t ing  
point of the pike between the h a d  of the  Iang Fall. (carthago) and the great  bend 
of Blaek River, then survey and lay out the  route of the road impartially and to 
the  best  public interest .  A D E I ~  of the road was then t o  be made and a copy f i l e d  
with the  clerk of eech county through which the road was t o  pass. The president 
and director8 of the  turnpike oompny were ordered by the a c t  t o  pay non-stock- 
holder owners of land taken for  the pike suoh value and damages as  they might 
demand, within 18 months a f t e r  the route was desigrrrted. 

The stockholdere of t h i s  company were James Donation Lo Ray de Chaumont, 
Daniel McCorPlick, Abi jah Hsarmond, David A. Ogden, Samuel Boyd, David Pariah, 
Hezekiah B. Pierrepont, David B. Ogden, Joshua fiaddin@ton, William Bayard, H e m  
b Roy, James McEvers, Richard Harison, George Leris, Thorns8 L. Ogden, Michael 
Hogan, Phi l i p  Kearney, John Murray, W i l l i a m  %den, Charlotte Daubenby, Louisa S. 
Daubeney, Garr i t  Van Harne, David M. Clarkson, F'rederiok De Peyster, Theodosiw 
Fowler, Robert Gilohrist, Hicholar Low, Rusrell Attuater and Roswoll Hopkinsa 



These pet i t ioners  plus Moss Kent "and such other persons as may hereafter become 
members of the  said company, sha l l  be and hereby a r e  constituted and declared n 
body corporate* under the  name of the company authorized t o  purchase and take 
such lands and properties a8 necessary f o r  the pike up t o  the  amount of $5,000. 

The propr tg ,  a f f a i r s  and concerns of the company were t o  be managed by an 
eleven member directorate,  of whom the president la8 t o  be one, and seven member8 
constituted a quorwm. The term of off ice of each director  mxs fixed a t  one year. 
The th i rd  Monday i n  February was the annual meeting date a t  which new director8 
would be chosen. The new board was then t o  meet a s  eoon a s  poerible thereaf ter  
and choose a president, secretary, treasurer,  as many clerks, toll-gatherers and 
servants a s  necessary, a lso fixing t h e i r  sa la r ie r  and allowances, and establishing 
rules and regulation80 

The ac t  named the  first directors James DO Le Ray, Richard Harisan, Daniel 
McCormick, Thomas L. Ogden, k v i d  Parish, Hezekiah B. Pierrepont, Abl jah bond, 
Russell Attwater, Samuel Boyd, Moss Kent and Theodoriur Fowler, with James DO 
Le Ray president. 

The pike was t o  be conrtructed under the supervision of Ruerel Attrrater and 
t o l l  houses were authorized not closer than t en  miles apart. 

As soon a s  the mad, or any ten  miles of it was completed, notice mas t o  be 
given the s t a t e  government which then appointed "three disoreet freeholdersn t o  
examine and report before it could be plaoed i n  operation. A notice bearing 
schedule of t o l l s  was t o  be conspicuously posted a t  each t o l l  house. The ra te r  
fixed fo r  the  Russell Turnpike follows 

For every eart or  wagon drawn by one horse, d e ,  or ox s i x  cents or  l3$$ 
cents i f  d ram by two of such animals. For every additional horse, mule or  ox a 
fur ther  sum of three cents. 

For every stage-wagon, chariot, coach, ooaches, phaeton, cur r lc le  or other 
pleasure carriage drawn by tvro horses 25 cents, plrts s i x  cents more for  every 
additional horse. 

For every chair, rulkey, or  chaise with one horse 12.3: cents and i n  l i ke  
proportion fo r  every additional horse. 

For every horse rode s i x  cents. For every horse led or driven four cents. 
For every s leigh or sled drawn by one horse, mule or ox s i x  cents. 

For every more of ca t t le ,  horses or mule8 20 eentr. For every score of 
hogs or  sheep eight cent. 

But there were quite a number of exemptions. Toll could not be collected 
from any person passing t o  or from public worship, a funeral, a g r i s t  m i l l  f o r  
the grinding of grain fo r  h i s  family'e use, o r  a blaokemith shop usually frequent- 
ed by him. Hor o o d d  t o l l  be colleoted from any person residing within one mile 
of a t o l l  gate, nor from aqy person ent i t led  t o  vote when going t o  or returning 
from any town meeting or election for  giving a rote. Neither could t o l l  be 
colleoted from a person going fo r  a physician or  midwife or  returning; o r  f rom r 
juror or witness going t o  or  returning from court when legal ly  summoned or  
subpoenaed. 

Tolls aould not be colleoted from s t a t e  or  federal troops, or  from any 
person going t o  or returning from any t raining where, by s t a t e  law,  they were 
required t o  attend. 

Hot more than half-rate could be charged f o r  any wagon or other carriage whore 
wheel-tire o r  traok ms s ix  inchee wide. If the width of t i r e  or  traok were 
nine inches only one-four+ r a t e  could be charged. And i f  the width were 12 incher 
no charge could be made a t  a l l .  By a prior  inspeetion act ,  i f  inspeation by the  
oommirsionerr ohowed a section of road out of repair  the gate must be opened and 
no t o l l  charged. I f  t h i s ~ r o v i r r i o n  ahould be violated before repair was completed 
and the  gate closed, the payer could demand $5 from the  treasurer of the  company. 
Then, if the $5 wits not paid, he could sue and reFcover judgment against the 
conrpany* 



I n  1809, the  year before the St. hwrenoe a l i a s  Russell, turnpike was 
authorized, James D. bRay wrote David P a r i ~ h r  '1f r e  make a good road t o  come 
t o  us, it w i l l  f i x  forever the destiny of our countryw. To some extent the  
prophecy was true. A t  points along the route where the f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  had 
looated i n  small groups new s e t t l e r s  began t o  aorae i n  i n  numbers suf f ic ien t  t o  
ereate  sizeable hamlets and vil lages 

These settlements grew continually u n t i l  within the  nert  15 years or iginal  
townships had t o  be broken up and new townships formed. Fowler was s e t  off from 
Russell and Roesie i n  early 1816, Edmards from Fowler i n  April, 1827, Pierrepont 
from Russell i n  April, 1818, Laurence, Bicholville and Bangor a t  l a t e r  dates. 

The reotion of the  pike i n  the present town of Edwards was b u i l t  by Enos 
Chapin 1810 t o  1812 and i n  January, 1812, Ara Brayton became the f i r s t  s e t t l e r  
on tha t  part  of  the pike. k t e r ,  a f t e r  the War of 1812 s tar ted,  t=oops began 
moving down through, camping i n  Pine Grove near the  Braytan farm. Brayton enter- 
tained the offioers and Mrs. Brayton was busy baking bread for  the soldiers. 

Russell Turnpike was extremely profitable during t h a t  second %r with 
England, but a f t e r  1815 when the war ended it gradually dwindled i n  use u n t i l  
it .pras no longer maintained as a corporation a f f a i r  i n  1829. 

However, during i t s  period of important u t i l i t y  it had played such a great 
role i n  the  developmemt of the in t e r io r  region of St .  Lawrence and Franklin 
counties tha t  tributary pikes were establiuhed t o  connect it ~ 5 t h  outlying region80 
Le Ray secured a leg is la t ive  a c t  F e b m r y  21, 1812, empowering him t o  build a 
turnpike from a point opposite Watertown passing near Le Raysville where he had 
his residence t o  a point where the Rursell Turnpike crossed the Indian River. 
The same a c t  authorized him t o  build amther  pike from Chaumont t o  Cape Vincent. 

On June 8, 1812 the Ogdensburg Turnpike Road Company was incorporated, 
through the e f fo r t s  of h v i d  Parish, a t  a capi tal izat ion of $50,000. It onre t o  
s t a r t  i n  Jefferson County where the  St. Lawrence Turnpike cmssed the Indian 
River, and it went through Antaerp, Rossie, and Morristown t o  Ogdensburg. There 
were 1,000 shares a t  $50 each i n  it s capitalization. 

Eleven days after the Ogdensburg Turnpike Ocmpa~ly was incorporated there 
was incorporated the  Albaqy Turnpike Company t o  build a road between the cap i t a l  
o i t y  and the foot of sloop navigation on the  St. hwrence which was a t  Ogdensburg;, 
and the a t a t e  land office was directed t o  s e l l  20,000 acre8 of s t a t e  land i n  the 
Tottan and Crossfield purchase for  i t s  use. 

Incidentally, it laay be pointed out here that by s o t  of June 8, 1812 Russel 
Attwater and a r s r ~ a i a t e ~  were authoriced t o  build a bridge over the Blaok River 
where the road leading t o  "OawegatohieW crosses at  Long Fal ls  (Carthago). The 
bridge m e  not t o  be less  than 16 fee t  wide, be adequately etrong t o  sustain 
laden rehiolee and have rai l ings on d t he r  s ide of it. A t o l l  house was t o  be 
established on it and a rchedule of t o l l  charges a s  s e t  up by the act. 

Alro inaidentally it m y  be s tated here t h a t  the name of Silvius Hoard of 
Ogdenshrrg and of Daniel Hoard of Hopkinton ms not Hoard but Hbar pr ior  t o  June 
10, 1812 when, by a c t  of the legis lature  they were permitted t o  add a 'dm to it. 

Similarly on ldaroh 3, 1815 an a o t  was passed enabling Benjamin Hoar and 
family of Cambridge, Washington County, t o  change t h e i r  name t o  Whitney. But 
returning to the  sub ject 

Amos Laytr map of 1818 sholrs the  Hamilton (%ddington) Turnpike running 
from Hamilton down through Madrid t o  Russell, &ere it crossed the Russell 
Turnpike and then bent southearterly t o  the  point where S t .  Lawrence and 
Franklin oormtiea and the  Totten and Crossfield t r a c t  come together. 

Crude and rough as those old turnpikes .rere, they rere  roads of romanee over 
whioh Jounded the  four-horse ooacher of those rpeohoular and glamorous upeculr- 
t i ng  land titam who were endeavoring t o  and develop a great wildernerr 
and a t  the r a m  * h e  make vart  fortunes for  themelver. They bought the  land fo r  



a few cents an ac re  and sold  it f o r  $1.50 t o  $2.00 per aore, which was not a g rea t  
p ro f i t ,  and but  f o r  t h e  Er ie  Canal, which was created a few years a f t e r  t h e  
building of t h e  pikes, they would have been rmcceseful. Le Ray m a  bankrupted 
and compelled t o  ass ign f o r  benef i t  of c r ed i t o r s  on ~ecember 31, 1823, Parish, 
t h e  banker from Hamburg, Germany, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, who had one 
time been a party t o  loaning our Federal government mill ions of dol lars ,  was t h e  
vict im of an unfortunate f inanoia l  arrangement i n  Europe and met a t r a g i c  end. 
Russel Attwater l o s t  h i s  money and his property, a s  d id  Roam11 Hopkins* 

I t  i s  t o  be deplored t h a t  the re  were no North Country Boewellr t o  have 
m i t t e n  t h e  biographies of a l l  of those g rea t  northern EJew York land speculators 
whose mil l ions  of acres,  i f  now oovered with these  v i rg in  etanda of  timber, would 
have a value of b i l l i o n s  of do l la r s*  It i s  deplorable the re  were no Winslow 
Homers t o  have painted t he  beauties of t h e  fores ted region through which t h e  
Russell  and other  northern turnpikes threaded t h e i r  tortuous nay o r  t h a t  the re  were 
no Holbeina, Francris Davis Millets ,  Hale o r  De Howhe8 t o  paint  those notables 
i n  t h e i r  mansions and i n  t h e i r  meetings. 

A book could be f i t t e n  about t he  o f f ice rs ,  d i rec tors  and stockholders of t h e  
St. Laurence Turnpike Road Company and t h e  grand mansions of some of those leaderr. 
O f  Le Ray, f r i end  of BenJamin Franklin, and whose f a the r  expended h i s  fortune i n  
helping finance t h e  American Revolution. Of David Parish, induced by Gouvernmr 
Morris t o  purchase large  northern New York acreage, develop Ogdensburg, Par i shv i l l e  
and Rossie, build a large  mansion a t  Ogdensburg w i t h  Ranee, designer of Union 
College, t o  design i t e  in te r io r .  Yet Parish was so impressed with Par ishvi l le  
t h a t  he planned a big  house there ,  t h e  furnishing of which alone cos t  $1,8&42r 

I n  a l e t t e r  wr i t t en  by Parish t o  h i s  agent, Joseph Rosreel Maroh 13, 1810 he 
had this t o  say: "Having serious thoughts of s e t t l i n g  and building a house f o r  
myself i n  Cookham, near t h e  St. Regis River when I re tu rn  from Europe, you may 
give my name t o  t he  v i l l age  and o a l l  it Parishville," and l a t e r  on September 5, 
1812 he spoke of being "much g r a t i f i e d  with t h e  s i t ua t i on  of the  f a l l s  below 
Purishvi l le  i n  CooPhana. Thag a re  80 f e e t  i n  height and form a very romantio 
sight." 

The Ogdens, and consider they were a most b r i l l i a n t  and remarkable family, 
dercended from John, t he  i d g r a n t  ancestor, some of them Tory and some of them 
rtrong Federnlieto. David A,  and h i s  brother, Thomas Ludlow Ogden, were law 
partners of Alexander Hamilton, explaining why t h e  present v i l l age  of Widdington 
was f i r r t  named &milton. And Joahua iJaddington was t h e i r  brother-in-law. Their 
unole, Samuel %den, was an extensive landowner i n  t h e  Ogdensburg a rea  and gave 
his name t o  t h a t  c i t y *  Another Ogden, a W i l l i a m  Butler Ogden, was t h e  f i r s t  mayor 
of Chicago, and Peter  Skene Cgden who gave h i s  name t o  Ogden, Utah, was an impor- 
t a n t  f u r  t r ade r  and explorer i n  the  Northwest, nho nas born i n  Quebeo, son of 
Isaao Ogden, a Tory member of t he  family. Iraaa,  rho l o s t  l i t t l e  time i n  ge t t ing  
i n t o  Canada when t h e  Colonial break came, t he r e  beoame a judge of the  Court of 
t he  Queen'e Benoh, was a judge of t h e  admiralty Courtr. tIa nar born i n  Newark, 
New Jersey and -8 t h e  son of David Ogden, a noted Inryer, judge, and Episcopal 
churchman, rho had another son, Nicholas, who held important o f f i c e  i n  xora 
Scotia. S t i l l  another prominent Ogden was Aaron, a soldier ,  lawyer, United 
S ta tes  Senator and govenor of New Jersey* Be war a Federalist ,  and i n  t he  
Revolution waa a brigade major who led t h e  van of E m l l t o n f s  regiment a t  Yorktonn. 
Josiah Ogden Hoffiaan, whore mother war Sarah Ogden, daughter of Samuel, was a 
walking fashion p la te ,  one of t h e  nat ionfa  most b r i l l i a n t  lawyers, and rnra a t to rney  
general of t h i s  s t a t e  from 1798 t o  1801. He rar a law partner of Cadwallader 
Colden and h i s  f i r e t  wife was Mary Colden, by ahom he had th ree  ohildren, one of 
whom, Matilda, war betrothed k t  lFashington Irving, but  died of tuberculosis  a t  
an ea r ly  age. HofFman war a Federalist ,  but  during t h e  Revolution t he  HOP- 
family had Loyalist sympathies and he war one af  the leaders opposing Hew York 
S t a t e  m i l i t i a  going outside t h e  s t a t e  i n  t he  War of 1812. David Bayard Ogden rrar 
a nephew of Gouvernerur Morrir. 



In te res t ing  indeed, were t he  family conneetioaa of many of those North 
country land tycoons who were in te res ted  i n  t h e  St. Lawrence Turnpike. Maria, 
wife of Hezekiah Beers Pierrepont, owner of t h e  towns of Pierrepont, Stockholm 
and Louisvil le and f o r  whom Pierrepont was named, m a  t h e  daughter of William 
Constab l e  

Like David A. and Thomas LO Ogden, Richard Ehrison, who had a house a t  
Malone, which by t h e  way, was f i r s t  named Harison end next named Ezravi l le  f o r  
Ezra LIHommedieu before it was named Malone, mas a l s o  a law p r t n e r  of Hamilton 
and a t  Hamiltants suggestion was named United S ta tes  a t torney by Preeident 
Washington a t  t h e  beginning of h i s  term i n  New York City. 

Not t h e  least important of t h e  turnpike founders was Col. D r .  Roswell 
Hopkins, a highly eduoated man who held many important post8 during h i s  l i fe t ime,  
was t h e  owner and founder of t h e  town of Hopkinton and i ts  beaut i ful  l i t t l e  hamlet 
of t h e  aame name. Among h i s  honors was t h a t  of Secretary of S ta te  i n  Vermont. I n  
t h e  Revolution he was surgeon of t he  6th Dutchess County Regiment of m i l i t i a ,  and 
was i n  ~ R O  campaigns a t  West Point where he was taken prisoner and confined i n  r 
Bri t i sh  prison ship a t  Newport, R. I. 

Tragedy s ta lked t o  the end of h i s  l i f e .  In t h e  development of Hopkinton h i s  
son, Benjamin Weight Hopkins, who had been i n  partnership with him and operated 
t h e  f i r s t  s t o r e  i n  t he  vi l lage,  decided t o  go South and build a f o r t  a t  Mobile 
Point, Alabama, under contract  with t h e  government. His f a the r  went on h i s  bond 
as surety,  but  before t h e  job war completed t h e  schooner "Halifax" aboard which 
he was on a business t r i p ,  aas driven by s t o w  i n t o  Havana Harbor. I n  H a m a  he 
contracted yellow fever  and died August 13, 1819 leaving h i s  fa ther  "holding t he  
bagn. I t  ruined Dr.  Hopkins finanoially, but, t o  compound the  tragedy of h i s  
l i f e ,  he himself m e  thrown out of h i s  carr iage and k i l l e d  a t  Chazy t en  years 
l a t e r  on September 5, 1 8 s .  Strangely coincidental  Isaac, a younger brother of 
Dr .  &pkins, m s  k i l l e d  by a runaway team a t  t h e i r  nat ive  Amnia, N.Y on April  
25, 1794. 

Threads of t he  Hopkinton family l i n e  were woven in to  t he  skein of St. 
Lawrence County hiatory. Mary Cook Hopkins, a daughter of D r .  Hopkins, was 
married t o  A r t -  Sawyer who became one of t h e  agents of David Parish both i n  
Ogdensburg and a t  Par ishvi l le ,  and Sarah, another daughter of D r .  Hopkins, married 
S e m l l  Raymond one of t he  leading f igures  i n  t h e  h i s to ry  of Potedam. The Raponds, 
i n  turn, had a d r q h t e r  Lydia S., who married J o b  F. Rorseel, son of Joseph 
Rosseel, Uavid Parish's f i r s t  land agent. 

Like t h e  b Rayr, t he  Constables, t he  Ogdens, and t he  Parishes i n  the  northern 
New York g ian t  land-owning group, t he  Clarksons, t h e  Harisons and the  Pierreponto 
came up t o  bu i ld  f i n e  establishments, occupy and develop t h e i r  lands. Outstanding 
i n  suoh perfornvlnces were t h e  Clarksons, who, over r longer period of year8 than 
any of t h e  others, played t h e i r  great  development r o l e  i n  Potsdam. The lineage 
of t h e  Clarksons i s  a proud one and long has t h a t  family been prominent i n  New 
York City. The ea r ly  Matthew Clarkson was secretary  of t he  Provinoe of New York 
i n  t h e  reign of W i l l i a m  and Mary, and a great-grandaon of t h a t  Matthew was another 
Matthew who ma an o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  Colonial array a t  the  b a t t l e  of Yorktown. 

Besides David Me Clarkson a s  a founder of t h e  Russell  Turnpike was Ca r r i t  
Van Norse who, inoidenta l ly  m a  t h e  husband of a s i s t e r  of Gen. Matthew Clarkson. 

Xonnan b Roy, another etookholder i n  t h e  turnpike company, was an extensive 
owner of North Country lands who fo-rsook Pew York City where he was a leading 
merchant and c i t i zen ,  and a t r ade r  whose transaotiona extended a l l  over t h e  
young republie, t o  reaide  i n  Potsdam. His daughter mr married t o  Daniel Webstar. 

And s t i l l  mo the r  Potsdam land-owner and stookholder i n  t h e  pike company 
was another t o p  l eve l  New Yorksr, William Bagard, o m e r  of a large l i n e  of ships, 
a d i rec tor  of  t h e  Bank of America which had been incorporated i n  1812, president 
of t h e  &JR York Chamber of Commerce. Like Le Roy's h i s  aama appears upon t he  
deeds of a~any m r l y  Northern Bew York r e a l  e r t a t e  t ransfers .  



Frederick De Peyster, another stockholder, for  whom the town of Depeyster 
was named, was a New Yorker and shipping merchant* Abijah Harmnond, fo r  whopi the 
town of Hammond was named, was a brother-in-law of David A. Ogden, and an a r t i l l e r y  
captain i n  the Revolution, New York merchant and speculator. Michael Hogan was 
a New York merohant, one time U. S. Consul General a t  Valparai~o, Chile and 
Hogansburg m e  named for  him, while the town of Bombay was named because h i s  rife,  
was born i n  Bombay, India. Another New Yorker was Theodosius Fowler, a Continental 
army captain mho also served a t  Yorktown, and f o r  whom the town of Fowler got i t s  
name. He was the f i r s t  supervisor of tht town* Edmrds was named for  Edward 
McCormick, a sea captain i n  the East India trade. 

A s  we s tar ted with Russel Attwater, the  great builder of turnpike, i n  honor 
of whom the St. hwrence Turnpike was dubbed the Russell Turnpike, and who was 
also instrumental i n  the fonnation of the Parishville Turnpike of February 5, 1813 
sponsored by David Parish, which pike ran from Parishville, Potsdam and Canton h 
Ogdensburg, we w i l l  end with him. 

He was born i n  Cheshire, Connecticut, June 20, 1762 and i n  1798 when he was 
36 years old bought 13,600 acres i n  the afterwards Russell township, from Daniel 
McCormick fo r  40 cents an acre. He was an unusually enthusiastic and energetdc 
pioneer, a man of great personal charm and influence as h i s  election t o  the  s t a t e  
senate indicates. He enjoyed the  confidence o f  Gov. Daniel D o  Tompkins and a t  
the close of the  1813 sessions of the s t a t e  legis lature  it m s  t o  him tha t  a 
etand of 1,000 muskets and a proportionate quantity of amunition was delivered 
t o  the Russell State  Arsenal which he had influenced t o  be located there i n  1809 
on a s t a t e  appropriation of $3,000. It wms he a lso  who had been commissioned 
t o  organize a guard f o r  the  arsenal consisting of a corporal and s ix  privates. 

There s t i l l  stands i n  occupancy h i s  old vi l lage a t  Russel1,~the rambling old 
house which was h i s  residence u n t i l  he lo s t  his property t o  the Mohawk Valley 
B a n k ,  leaving him t o  d ie  a poor man a t  the home of h i s  son i n  Norfolk i n  1851. 

An anonymom wri ter  from New England i n  1864 who m e  a member of a party 
which had been investigating the mineral, timber and agricul tural  resources of 
the northern Adirondacks tha t  year, deecribed the  vi l lage of Russell with pen 
dipped i n  ink tinged with poesy. The party had journeyed from Canton t o  Russell 
the  previous night and put up a t  the hotel, and ar is ing ear ly the next day he 
wrote r 

"But the  morning, how delicious it was8 I f  t he  a i r  rnrs not f u l l  of balms, 
it nas f u l l  of oxygen. I seated myself upon %he stoop of the  hotel, t h a t  I 
might breathe a l l  i t s  freshness, and a t  the rame time, take a survey of the vil lage* 
The time was propitious, for  there were yet but few persons moving i n  the s t r e e t  
t o  d i s t r ac t  attention. 

"It l i e s  upon the  sides and base of an amphitheatre, enclosed by ranges of 
high h i l l s ,  s e t  widely apart, and arranged i n  the  form of an extended e l l ip s i s ,  
through the length of which the Grease River rend8 i t s  dark and reluctant current* 
I should not, perhaps, use a term which implies a oonsoious unwillingnesr on the 
part  of the  rtream t o  deliver i t 8  waters t o  the  regions below, fo r  i n  point of 
fac t  it i s  here fo r  the benefit  of trro or three manufacturing establishmentre 
The h i l l 8  which make this natural Coloseeum a r e  of voleanic origin, and interest-  
ing sub jects f o r  the geologiet* 

"Four roads, running a t  r ight  angles, oentre i n  the town; the  hotel  stands 
upon one corner, and the  other corner8 a re  oooupied by shops; about 60 dwelling 
houses, mostly painted rrhfte, and many of  them with green p la ts  i n  front; two 
moderate rized ohurehes; .h blaoksmithls ahopri a bridge which newr  could havo 
been b u i l t  on i t s  present foundations, but nmrt hare been taken up i n  Canada, or  
somewhere else, and provi@ntially dropped by the great  tornado; a three-e tov  
brick arsenal, mnstmcte'd during the last mr, f o r  what ear thly purpoee, nobody 
has yet dirtorered, atanding l i k e  a grim sent inel  over the whole, and you have a r  
good a picture a s  I can draw of the quiet  vi l lage of Rursell. T h i s  w i l l  do for  a 
rough &etch - and nor for  a few touohes i n  detail. 



"Opposite the  hotel  - which i s  b u i l t  of brick, and has an a i r  of deoayed 
gen t i l i t y  about it, - i s  a grass plat ,  with an old house upon it, a l i t t l e  
r e t i r ed  from t he  s t r ee t ,  which, a conrpicuoua sign upon the front  informs me, 
Is oacupued by the modists of the village. 

"I notioe t h i r  with in te rea t  and pleasure, and express by sat isfact ion by 
imbibing frequent additional drafts of the healthful breeze8 tha t  aneep down from 
the  h i l l s .  So, 1 said t o  myself, we a re  not yet  beyond the pale of Fashion. 
Reren t ly  a door opens, and a maiden descends by a single s tep in to  the green 
lawn, g l i t t e r ing  with the  morning dew, and tripping l ight ly  t o  the well, returns 
again, her face glowing i n  the  warm rays of the m i l i n g  Phoebus, who i s  just  
taking hls f i r r t  look in to  the valley." 

Those, who today v i s i t  the quaint old vi l lage of Russell, rill note that 
Russel Attrraterlr rambling house, standing off  apart  from the heart of the vil lage, 
has but one s tep t o  the epacioue lawn i n  front  of it. 

TI58 LOCALLY FAMOUS GCllTVERNEUR MORRIS HOUSE AT NATURAL DAM 

Thir quaint stone houre b u i l t  a t  the direct ion of the Ameriaan statesman, 
Gouverneur Morris, remain8 a s  one of the few exlamplee i n  St. kwrence County of 
the  day of the great c i t y  landlords. Gouverneur Morris ms one of them, an 
assoaiate of Maaomb, Constable, McCormick and Ogden. The house, s t i l l  t o  be 
found a t  htural Dam near Gouverneur, was b u i l t  about 1806 or  1809. It has been 
referred t o  a8 the plaoe where Morrir rpent one stamer, but more l ike ly  it was 
b u i l t  a t  hi6 direction t o  aerve a s  an off ioe and home of one of hi8 land agemts. 
Be that as it may, t h i s  arohiteoturally unattractive house i s  of h is tor ic  inter-  
est. It i r  one of the  few remaining land baron8 whose daring rpwulations blazed 
the ray fo r  the  settlement and development of thir oounty. Photo by John LO 
Warner, Binghamton, N *Y 



NORTHERN NEW YORK'S THREE GREAT DIPLWATS 

Harold Storie, Vice-Resident of *the S tm h e n c e  County Historical Society 

It i e  of in t e re s t  and great pride tha t  t h i s  North Country holds firm claim 
t o  the memory of three notable American s te temen - John 8. Foster, Robert Lansing, 
and John Foster Dulles. Each i n  turn served the United Stater  a s  Secretary of 
State. A 1 1  three had close North Country family relationships. In  fact ,  and i s  
so well known, two of them, Robert Lansing and John Foster Dulles, were l o r t h  
Country products. Of course, Watertown and Jefferson County lay f i r s t  claim t o  
these two sons, but fortunately, St. hwrence County comes i n  f o r  i t s  share i n  
t h i s  heritage* 

Maria Ley Dodge, the mother of Robert Lensing and thus the  aunt of John 
Foster Dulles, was the  daughter of the Honorable Edwin and Jerusha Lee Ster l ing 
Dodge of Gouverneur. There is, of course, the  added in t e res t  t ha t  both the  
Lansing and Dullers families l ived i n  Watertown, where John W. Foster, the father  
of Mrs. Iansing and grandfather of Secretary Drxlles, uns a frequent v i s i to r  and 
summer resident of Jefferson County. 

I t  i s  therefore of in t e re s t  t o  present a admewhat br ief  sketch of these 
men, the i  r family connectione , and t h e i r  North Country relationahips 

John W* Forter was Secretary of State  under President Harrison, 1892 and 
1893; Robert k s i n g  under President Wilson, 1915 t o  1920; and John Forter Duller 
under President Eirenhower* The la t te r ' s  service as a t o p  cabinet of f icer  ful-  
f i l l e d  a long-cherished ambition. It  made him the third successive generation 
of h i s  family to reach t h i s  mama high office* Preaeeding him were, f i r s t  hi8 
grandfather, John W. Foster, and next h is  unole by marriage, Robert b a i n g  of 
Watertown, husband of Elenor Foster fansing* 

A native Hoorier, John Watson Foster was born March 12, 1836. A nmn of 
many partr ,  he was a lawyer, soldier, editor, author, diplomat, college professor 
and l ike  him equally i l lus t r ioue  grandson, Secretary of Slate. & attended 
Harvard Law School fo r  one year and studied law i n  Cincinnati before he associa- 
ted  himself with a law off ice i n  Evansville, Indiana. T h i s  wan before the C i v i l  
War and pr ior  t o  h is  marriage t o  Mary Parke MaFerson. He a lso aanaged t o  become 
a college professor for  a time, teaching o a r s e a  i n  American diplomatio his tory 
a t  George Waehiagton University. During t h i s  time he wrote considerably on 
diplomatic subjectr. His last book was "war Stories for  My Grandchildrenw, 
published i n  1918. 

A s  f a r  aa northern New York i s  concerned, he had both d i r ec t  and indirect  
connectionr with t h i s  roetion of the  country. Qle daughter married Robert 
Lansing. Another daughter married Allen b e y  Dullee, who was pastor of the 
F i r s t  Presbyterian Church i n  Watertam from 1887 t o  1904. Beoause h i s  daughters 
were rmarried to remidents of Watertom, he purchased property and spent part  of 
hi8 summers a t  Handeraon h rbor .  There v i s i t s  continued even a f t e r  t he  Duller 
family moved t o  Auburn and the  Irrnaingr t o  Vkshington where Mr. Iansing praatioed 
law and s ta r ted  his own diplolnatio aareer. 

John 8. Forter ms a Civil  War hero, winning promotion t o  l ieutenant 
aolonel fo r  meritorious service a t  Fort Doneleon and a oolonelcy fo r  valor a t  
Shiloh, and l a t e r  m a  promoted t o  general. &J came t o  know Gmnt, Sherman and 
Thomas, and latar worked fo r  Grant's election and ro-eleotion f o r  President* 
A t  one rtage of h i s  many-faceted career, General Foster was editor of the  
Emnrvi l le  Daily Journal, the most inf luent ia l  paper i n  Southern Indiana. 
entered the  diplomatic aervice under Resident  Grant, rho appointed him Minister 
t o  Medoo. I n  1880, Rer iden t  Hayes t ranrferred him t o  St .  Petersburg,Rursia~ 
He them praatioed law i n  Hashington for  a time before he beoame minister t o  
Spain under Remident Arthur. President Harriron appointed him Secretary of 
State  i n  whiah offioe he served eight months during 1892 and 1893. 

11. 



The second Secretary of State  i n  t h i s  
family was Robert Iansing, born i n  Watertom 
on October 17, 18& and graduated from the 
Wtertown High School i n  1882. His American 
ancestry reached f a r  back into colonial times: 
on h is  fa ther le  sride i n  New York and New Amster- 
dam whither Gerriok Lansing had come about 1&U 
from Holland; and on h is  mother's from Rhode 
Island and Connecticut and t o  Gouverneur, St. 
Lawrence County. His mother was Maria Lay Dodga, 
daughter of the  Hen. Edwin and Jerusha Lee 
Sterling Dodge of Gouverneur. She married Robert16 
father,  John Lansing of hter town on January 
27, 18640 

His grandfather, Edwin Dodge, was barn i n  
Kent, Connecticut, December 13, 1801. Early i n  
l i f e ,  h i s  fa ther  moved t o  Northern New York and 
M r .  Dodge entered the of f ice  of Hon. Micah Ster- 
l ing a t  Watertown a s  a law student. Having been 
admitted t o  the  bar, Edwin Dodge was engaged by 
Gouverneur Morris, i n  1829, as  h is  agent i n  charge 

Robert Iaming of large t raoto of land i n  St. hwrence County, 
and moved t o  Gouverneur with h is  wife, a neice 

of bfr. Sterling. Jerusha Ster l ing was born i n  Lyme, Connectiout, May 25, 1803 
and mrrried Mr. Dodge on beeember 12, 1829. 

I n  1830, Hon. Edwin Dodge was appointed postmaster and held tha t  of f ice  fo r  
nineteen years. In  1832 and i n  1845, he was appointed a side judge of the  Court 
of Comrmon Pleas f o r  a term of tro years. Under the  r t a t e  consti tution of 1846, 
he was elected the f i r s t  county judge of St. lawrenee County, holding t h a t  of f ice  
from June 1847 t o  December 1855. M r .  Dodge r a s  one of the f l r s t  t rustees  of 
Gouverneur upon i t 8  incorporation as a vi l lage i n  1850. For a nunber of yearr 
he was a t rus tee  of the Gouverneur Seminary and one of the incorporators of the 
v i l lage l r  m t e r  works company. He we8 largely instrumental i n  organizing and 
financing the Potsdam and Ratertom railrbad, of which he became the f i r s t  
F'reeident. Confident i n  the future of S t .  Lanrence County and i t 8  great mineral 
wealth, he did much toward developing i t s  mining indurtry. The present has 
given much proof of h is  sagacity and foresight. 

Judge Dodge was a man of keen business ab i l i ty ,  progressive and energetio, 
who by his effor ts  did much t o  benefit  the community i n  lmioh he lived. With 
charitable impulses and a high sense of publio duty, he gave f ree ly  of N r  time 
and money t o  the  improvement of Gouverneur along eduoational, charitable and 
religious lines. Throughout h i s  l i f e  he ~ a 6  a coneistant and earnest Demorat, 
and his po l i t i ca l  and perronal a c q u a i n k a e s  extended to many s ta tes  of tho 
Union. H ~ J  died k d e r  15, 1877, leaving his widow and three children, W i l l i a m  
Robert Dodge, Edwin Gardner Dodge and Mrs. John Lensing. Mrs. Dodge died Maroh 
7, 1883 i n  Gouverneur. This i e  the anoestr ia l  background from which t h e  statesl~ran, 
Robert Lancing emerged and no doubt inherited some of the ambition and aggrersire- 
nee8 whioh his grandfather possessed. 

After g rada t ing  from High School i n  Watertam, Robert b e i n g  attended 
Amherst College from which he was graduated In 1886. He read law i n  his fatherto 
offioe and i n  1889, m e  admitted t o  the bar and beoame the Junior partner i n  the  
firm of Lansing and Iansing a t  Watertom. His l i f e  might have been spent i n  looal 
practice but for hi8 marriage on January 15, 1890 to Elenor Foster, daughter of 
John W. Foster, the  distinguished diplomat. The aesociation with his father-in- 
law opened t o  young h s i n g  the f i e l d  i n  h i e h  he was t o  win great  dirtinotion. 



The new oareer began i n  1892 with his appointment a s  associate council for  the  
United States i n  the  fur-seal arbi t rat ion.  From t h a t  date u n t i l  l9&, he eerved 
frsquently as  counsel for  the Department of State, i n  which capacity he not only 
deal t  with the legal  aspects of numberless problems raised before the  outbreak 
of the F i r s t  '"Torld War, but a l so  served as aeting Seoretary of S ta ts  during the 
frequent absences of Secretary Bryan during t h a t  Nar. Upon Bryan's resignation 
following the Lusitania disaster,  Lansing beoame Seoretary of State  ad inteirm, 
and shortly thereaf'ter, June 23, 1915, was appointed Secretary. 

From 1 9 4  onwards, M r .  Ianeing was the voice of the  S ta te  Department. Q1 
August 3, 1 9 4  i n  the  f i r s t  days of the war, Colonel Edward House wrote Preef dent 
Wilson a s  followst "Please l e t  me suggest t h a t  you do not l e t  M r .  Bryan make any 
overtures t o  any of the  powers involved. They look upon him a s  purely visionary 
and It would lessen our influence seriously." This mis the  a t t i t ude  i n  government 
c i rc les  generally and Preeident Wilson came t o  lean more and more heavily on 
Lansing. Ray Stannard Baker, author of Wilson's l i f e  and l e t t e r s  says tha t  there 
i s  "something ironical" about many of Wilsonfs friendships. lfoodrovv Xilson and 
Robert Lansing were unquestionably of simi lar in t e l l ec tua l  and idea l i s t i c  mould, 
yet they disagreed sharply on many occasions. Woodrow Wilson liked "Iansing's 
l ega l i s t i c  approaohw. On the other hand, Lansing was without question pro a l l y  
and anti-Gemn. In hie heart  and mind, he f e l t  t h a t  America must enter the  war 
t o  save democratic govermnent. But Wilson's influence made him s t r i c t l y  neutral  
and s te rn ly  unbiased i n  his  diplomatic dealing. AP new problems arose, t he  
blookading of American ships by bath England and Germany, the  sinking of the 
Lusitania, the entry of the United States in to  the war, a l l  made very trying 
times for  the S-h te  Department. Wilson was accepting advice from Colonel &use 
and Ambassador Page with which M r .  hne ing  did not always agree. On many 
occasions, he WELS forced t o  seek information from other sources so tha t  his 
department could work ef f ic ien t ly*  There differenoes gradually broadened a f t e r  
the war and led t o  Iansingts resignation. He returned t o  the praotice of inter-  
national law, w i t h  an off ice i n  Washington, u n t i l  his death on October 30, 1928. 

The t h i r d  diplomat i n  t h i s  family rms John 
Foster Dulles, born February 25, 1888, i n  
Waehington, DO C., the home of h is  maternal 
grandfather, General Foster* His parents had 
already moved t o  Ratertown where h i s  father had 
been ins ta l led  as  paetor of the F i r s t  Presbyterian 
Church on November 17, 1887, three months before 
John Foster Dulles m s  born. 

The future oabinet of f icer  was brought t o  
Watertown from 'kshington by his  mother and m ~ s  
baptized by h i s  father  i n  the  F i r e t  Presbyterian 
Church July 1, 1889. The Dullee family l ived i n  
the  houae a t  162 Clinton St ree t  which served as 
the  manse of the ohurch. I t  was there t h a t  John 
Foster Dulles spent the  f i r s t  nine years of his 
l i fe .  After the  b i r t h  of the four other children, 
Allen Welsh Dulles, Mrs. Deane (Margaret J.) 
Edwards, Dr .  Elenor Iansing Dulles and Mrs. Jamer 
So (Nataline) Seymour, Rev. and Mrs. Dulles sought 
a larger  house and i n  1897 b u i l t  the residence a t  
4 Mullin Street  ( l a t e r  124) a t  his  own expenme. 

John Forter Duller From 1897, u n t i l  leaving Eatertom i n  19%, the  
family oocupied this Mullin S t ree t  house. 

John Foster Dulles went througn grammar school and attended but did not 
graduate from Watertown High School. The family b d  moved t o  Auburn where hi8 
father  became profeesor of theism and apologetics a t  the Auburn Theologioal 
Seminary. It was i n  Auburn tha t  both the father  and mother died; Reverend 
Dulles on kvetmber 13, 1930, a t  76 years, and Mrs. Dulles on June 8, 1941, a t  
78 years. 
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Young Dulles was expected by h i s  father t o  enter the ministry, but h i s  states- 
man grandfather had different  ideas and encouraged the boy t o  embark on a career 
a s  a diplomat. I n  h is  ea r ly t eens ,  he was raent by Us grandfather on a t r i p  t o  
lausanne, Switzerland, t o  study French. This helped him t o  prepare for  the 
diplomatic career he ultimately decided t o  follow. He spent s i x  months a t  Lausallne 
and then received private tutoring i n  Hashingten. Subsequently, he entered 
Princeton Unirereity. He majored i n  philosophy, a s  he was s t i l l  planning t o  enter 
t h e  micistry. It was while a junior a t  Princeton t h a t  he h d  his  f i r s t  t aa t e  of 
world diplomacy i n  1907 a t  the age of 19. He aocompanied h i s  grandfather t o  the 
seoond Hague Peace Conference as  a member of the  seoretar iat  of the Chinese 
detegation. General Foster attended a s  a delegate f o r  the Imperial Government of 
C h i n a .  Dulles* pa r t  was t o  help the  Chinese delegation with protocol and transla- 
t ion, using his knowledge of the French language. By the  end of the  year, Dulles 
had def in i te ly  deoided upon a career i n  internakional law, ra ther  than becoming 
a minister, a deeply rooted family tradition. A t  Princeton, he WRS graduated as 
valdiotorian of h is  c lass  and won a scholarship which he used t o  study philosophy 
fo r  a year a t  the Sorborme i n  Paris He then attended George Washington Univerrity 
choosing it a8 a law school chief ly because he could l ive  with h i s  grandparents. 
Graduating from law school i n  1911, he joined the  internat ional ly famed New York 
City law firm of Sullivan and Crormffell, an aesociation he gained through the  
influence of hie grandfather. On June 26, 1912, he married Miss Janet Pomeroy 
Avery, daughter of M r .  and Mrs. Irving Avery of Auburn, I.Y. Eventually, he 
beoame the senior p a r b e r  and ac t ive  head of the  wealthy law firm and eerved i n  
tha t  capacity u n t i l  he resigned i n  19& t o  become United Stetem Senator from New 
York. 

Resident8 of t h i s  area followed the career of John Forter Dulles with keen 
in teres t ,  par t icular ly from the time of h i s  ear ly fame as an international lawyer, 
down through the  years of hie conspicuous servioe a s  foreign policy advisor t o  
the Republican Party, special  State  Department advisor, a rchi tec t  of the Japanese 
peace treaty,  United States Senator, member of the  United States delegation t o  
the  United Nations, and f ina l ly ,  a s  Secretary of State. 

During the past tm, decades, M r .  Dullem had part icular ly close a f f i l i a t ion8  
with t h i s  eection through his and Mrs. Dulles frequent v i s i t s  t o  t h e i r  p r i m t e  
hideaway on Main Duck Inland, located twenty miles north of Chaumont i n  Canadian 
waters. Ear l ie r  he had, f o r  nrrny years, spent the  sumrmers a t  Henderson Harbor. 

H i n  death, whieh oocurred May a, 1959 a t  Walter Reed Medical Center i n  
Washington, ms a great lose t o  the United States and t o  the world. President 
Eisenhower described him as  "one of the t ru ly  great men of our timen. 

--------------------I--- 

SOCIETY'S ANMJAL YIBETIMG, OCTOBER 29 

The annual meeting of the  St. kwrence County Historical Society w i l l  be 
held i n  Canton, at  the Masonic Temple, on Saturday, October 29. Mrs. Ella  Lahey, 
Masaena, the  Sooietyls Program Chairman, invi tes  eaoh member t o  bring a t  l eas t  
one i t e m  of h ie tor ioa l  i n t e re s t  with an accompanying descriptive label. By thin 
means the society dl1 hold t h i s  Historical Exhibit. Instead of having a guest 
speaker, informal remarks rr i l l  be heard about some of the exhibitr. Mrs. Imrhay 
and members of her committee w i l l  be present from 10100 amme t o  receive items. 
So, open up your cupboards, chests and olosets and l e t  others ohare i n  your 
treasures. Old glass, china, dolls,  toys, anything of h i s to r i ca l  i n t e re s t  w i l l  
be weloome. 

A t  12100 noon, luncheon w i l l  be nerved i n  the  Masonic Temple dining hall. 
Then will come the  annual businers meeting, followed by a program of short, 

f ive minute ta lks  about some of the  a r t i c l e s  on exhibit. 



THE LITTL& OLD BROl3B LWXZR OF 1843 

Hazel Simpson 

I t  has r e a l l y  spanned two l i fe t imes,  nzy fa ther ' s  and mine, t h i s  old family 
ledger which l i e s  open on my desk. I t  i s  jus t  one hundred yeare old t h i s  spring. 
Grandfather Philo Johnson, born i n  Connecticut, but  a t  t h a t  date s e t t l e d  i n  
upsta te  New York, was a farmer. His recards were of simple t ransact ions  ~ 5 t h  
his neighbors but  kept ca re fu l ly  as though t h e  amounts were i n  t h e  thousands 
ins tead of t ens  and twenties. He was c le rk  of D i s t r i c t  23 and he notes on 
November 13, 1843, "Hired h o e  Clark, teacher, eleven do l la r s  a month." It i s  
t o  be hoped t h a t  t h i s  young man boarded around f o r  he ce r t a in ly  could not rave 
money on t h a t  small salary. Then an en t ry  c red i t ing  t h e  Clerk with t he  purchase 
of t h i r t e e n  d i s t r i c t  journals. Whatever they could be? 

Grandfather planted potatoes and "Tom pease" i n  t he  e a s t  f i e l d  on a day i n  
May. He h i red  a neighbor t o  help him bui ld  a fenae fo r  a do l l a r  and a quar ter  
a day. Not many l eg ib le  en t r i e s  now remain i n  h i s  hand wri t ing a s  he died i n  
"f i f ty-s ixn,  leaving Grandmother (whose lovely name was Pure Ann) t o  ca r ry  on 
t he  farm with t h e  a i d  of her stepson, Frank, and m y  fa ther ,  a l ad  of f i f t een .  

Her en t r i e s  a re  of s a l e s  of bu t te r ,  of taking t h e i r  l a s t  two bushels of 
wheat t o  m i l l ,  of s e l l i n g  twenty pounds of veal  a t  four cents a pound. She kept 
a school i n  her home for  a few smallest neighbor chi ldren and devotes t h r ee  
pages t o  t he  records of t h e i r  pe r fec t  lessons. It  was ca l led  a "Dame Schooln. 
She was f i r s t  widowed i n  her youth i n  Vermont and taught school f o r  elevep years 
i n  one d i s t r i c t ,  a s  she proudly used t o  t e l l  me. In 'eixty-two both her sons 
were i n  t he  l a s t  d r a f t  of t he  Civ i l  War, Poor F'rank m e  taken a prisoner end 
marched away t o  Ubby Prison. My f a the r  who was i n  t he  same b a t t l e  saw him go. 
He was never heard of again. Now t h e  records show t h a t  she received remittances 
of hi8 scanty so ld i e r  pay from my f a the r  during t h e  remaining years of the  war. 

In t he  following years t he  pr ice  of bu t t e r  w r i e d  from twenty-five t o  f o r t y  
cents. She packed it i n  t h i r t y - s ix  pound tubs, oovering it with a good layer of 
sa l t .  Thus she made enough aash t o  supply her  need fo r  t h e  things she could not 
make from t h e  farm. She spun and wove and knit.  My f a t h e r  had learned t h e  t r ade  
of harness making and t h a t  was a help. He recards mking  e ight  s ing le  harnesses 
f o r  an average of e igh t  do l la r s  each. 

My f a the r  and mother (Daniel Johnson and Jennie St r ee t e r  Johnson) s t a r t e d  
new records when they were married. About 'severrty they traded the  farm f o r  a 
cheese factory i n  t h e  nearby town. Grandmother A m  came t o  l i v e  with us, 
bringing her household treasures.  So, a new type of en t r i e s  begins. I can ( l a t e r )  
r e c a l l  t h a t  he kept h i s  milk and cheese aooounts i n  a large ledger on t h e  sloping 
desk i n  t h e  factory off ice .  However, he s t i l l  used t h e  small ledger f o r  some 
mattersi  paying his help, purohasing supplies of rennet, cheesecloth, cheese 
boxes, etc. His en t r i e s  cover many pages. 

The wages of two s i s t e r s ,  who worked f o r  us i n  'seventy-two and 'seventy- 
th ree  were ra ther  meager by present day standards. Three do l la r s  a week fo r  
one Kate F. who worked i n  t he  fac tory  chiefly,  while E l l a  helped my mother i n  
the  house a t  f i f t y  cents less. I can s t i l l  r e c a l l  my astonishment a t  t h e i r  hab i t  
of going t o  Mass i n  t h e  dark of a wintry morning. But, I did not  enjoy s i t t i n g  
through a two-hour service i n  our highbaoked pew. It had a door t h a t  shut out  
my view of anything, so I thought maybe t h e i r  church had the  best  idea. A t  any 
r a t e  they got it over with early. 



I can a l so  remember Andrew M, t h e  hired man, whose wage was from twenty t o  
twenty-five do l la r s  a month, according t o  t h e  season. The f i r s t  April  Fool's joke 
I ever attempted t o  perpetra te  was on Andrew. But I forgot dear Mother's coaching 
so f a r  a s  t o  run away, overcome with shyness before ne got the  idea t h a t  there  
was a big  black dog under the  porch. He didn't even look. 

That sprlng my fa ther  decided it m u l d  be a good idea t o .  keep t rack of our 
household expenses, so he headed a page " ~ c c t .  of Provisions". I wae always 
fascinated t o  watah h i m  write.  His school copy book must have been o f  t he  Spencer- 
i a n  type, witn f lourishes.  He would square away a t  the  dining room tab le ,  with 
plenty  of elbow room. Dipping h i s  pen i n  t he  ink, he would bring it close t o  t h e  
paper, put t h e  t i p  of h i s  tongue i n  t h e  corner of h i s  mouth, tu rn  his head t o  one 
side,  and make a few preliminary c i r c l e s  i n  t h e  air, then swoop down with a big  
oap i t a l  l e t t e r .  The r e s t  of t h e  word did  no t  matter 80 much, but it was legible. 
Iiowever, it i s  a s  wel l  f o r  my present deciphering t h a t  t he  ensuing items were i n  
m y  mother's nea t  handwriting. This record las ted  from May t o  October f i r s t  i n  
'seventy-three. Pr ices  were highs sugar fourteen oents, f lour  two do l la r s  and 
thirty-seven cents f o r  a fifty-pound back, kerosene fo r ty  cents  a gallon. They 
used considerable codfish and dried apples. A pound of t ea  cos t  n inety  cents. 
One tub of bu t t e r  oost  eleven dol lars .  During July they bought ber r ies  f o r  jam 
and one f r e sh  pineapple. Evidently keeping t h e  record became a wearisome job, f o r  
my mother abandoned it aPter  f i v e  months, stmrming up her t o t a l  as  one hundred and 
s i x  dollars.  

After  t h a t  time she began t o  uee t o  blank pages t o  copy "receiptsw f o r  cakes, 
pies,  etc., household remedies and useful  hints. Some were clipped from papers 
and pasted over o ld  records, some wr i t t en  i n  h e a d e r  ink over them, some c rep t  
around margins. Among these  items I f ind t h a t  a spoon of cream of t a r t a r  and two 
of sulfur,  when mixed with molasses t o  a thick paste, made a good cleanser of 
blood i n  t he  spring. P can wel l  remember that it took t he  whole family, inoluding 
aunt and grandmother t o  ge t  a dose of it down my proteeting l i t t l e  throat .  Direa- 
t i ons  were a180 given f o r  dyeing c lo th  " a good cateohu brown", a complicated 
overnight procese. Among the  helpful  h ints ,  I find t h a t  a large spoonful of 
grated horseradish added t o  a pan of milk would keep it sweet f o r  days. 

Mother's reaipes cover almost t h e  en t i r e  perlod of t h e i r  nearly hal f  century 
of m r r i e d  l i f e .  She was very ca re fu l  to  give o r e d i t  t o  each neighbor who gave 
her a t reasured "rule" f o r  her cooking. My f a the r  m e  fond of cakes and cookies 
made with molasses and with ginger f o r  flavoring. I have jus t  counted twenty-one 
recipes. Salads were more in t r igu ing  t o  mother and there  a r e  many dressings i n  
her book. Cabbage trse t h e  ueual medium though m e a t s  were occasionally suggested. 
Such rrierd ideas  a s  cot tage cheese, r a w  oarroto, oooked s t r i n g  beans, ohopped nuts  
and fruits had not  y e t  obtained favor o r  even been heard of i n  salads. Our tao 
hotels  had only nat ive  cooks, no foreign chefs. Reducing d i e t s  were not  i n  vogue 
so her generation was spared t h e  ra ther  boring r epe t i t i on  of adver t is ing propaganda, 
about ca lo r ies  and vitamins, reasonable a s  they may a e m , t o  us nm. 

Supply and demand regulated t h e  pr ices  i n  those days. The period a f t e r  
t h e  C i v i l  War ohanged t he  old order of l oca l  buying and aelling. More luxuries 
were imported. 

Anaestorrr of those days were oaref'ul, prudent and independent. Helpless 
and aged relatives were a family charge and found a warm f i r e s ide  among t h e i r  
kin. There m s  work fo r  a l l  who oould work. Short of ac tua l  crime, t h e  term 
'shiftleslrn was about t h e  most approbrious. Debt was an abhorenae. A s  a ch i l d  
I rre t o l d  t h a t  t h e  National debt was several  mi l l ion  dollars.  I ured t o  worry 
over it. A mi l l ion  do l l a r s  was almost beyond amputation.  

Timer bavo obanged sinoe t h e  l i t t l e  old ledger war f resh  and new. 



(NOTE: The above manuscript m s  written by Mrs. Cora Johnson Couper, daughter of 
Daniel C. Johnson, who was the  son of Philo and Ann Johnson. The Johnson's 
occupied a farm of about 70 acres near Canton ( I believe on the old mil i tary road) 
1848-1858. A t  *hat time the farm was sold t o  k s o n  Fitch. The wri ter  and her 
father were both natives of Canton but spent much of the i r  l ives  i n  the west. 
Philo nnd Ann P. Johneon a re  buried i n  the  S i la r  Wright Canetery. They a r e  my 
great grandparents ) 

TO THE QUARTERLY, BOM VOYAGE1 

With thia, i rsue THE QUARTERLY completes i t s  f i f t h  volume. From an h i r tor i -  
c a l  point of vim f ive  years i s  only a second i n  the  march of time* In the  l i f e  
of a publioation l ike  th is ,  and of an individual - especially i t s  editor - it 
oovers quite a span. There i s  now need f o r  an ed i to r i a l  change. The present 
occupant has made such contribution a s  he oould. A more vigorous, more represen- 
ta t ive ,  more effect ive ed i to r i a l  procedure and policy are  now i n  order - a change 
i n  personality, i n  perspective, i n  push. For the m e t  part, t o  date, the job has 
been largely a one-man operation, always interesting, ever exacting and demanding, 
frequently exaiting. The s t a r t  was not premeditated. The editorship was not 
sought. I t  was oreated and thrus t  upon the enombent without advance notice or  
warning. This made the  challenge a l l  the more challenging. Six months ago the 
Society's Board of Trustees were advised t o  prepare for  the  changeover. In  now 
stepping aside the  editor thanks the  many who have been so generous with t h e i r  
help and understanding. Without t h i s  l i t t l e  could have been accomplished. With 
it a s t a r t  haa been made. Not only have the m a ~ y  supported and assisted, but have 
been most forgiving. Obviously i n  auoh a task, done a s  it has been done, there 
has been a f u l l  measure of s ins  of omission and cormnierion. Withall, however, it 
has been a joyous experience. The edi tor  i n  now taking h i s  leave bid8 TIE QUARTERLY 
bon voyage, one and a l l  a fond bon nuit. - -- 

----111---111---- 

Coun* Historian, Nina Smithers, i s  a sorely perplexed but devoted worker. 
The County E r t o r i c a l  Ceater, as  her office i n  the New County Building became 
w e l l  known, i s  aonatantly i n  use during the t w  days it i s  open each week. Hot 
only do people come here t o  aeek infomation but often t o  bring and give valuable 
h i s to r i ca l  material, from chairs,  t o  desks, and spinning wheels down t o  t h e  
t i n i e s t  a r t i f a c t s  such a s  stone beads found i n  Indian bur ia l  mounds. 

"You just w-ft say no when people bring things, things of great interest .  
But what s h a l l  we do with a l l  of them?" Mrs. Smithere says with a worried exprers- 
ion. 

The point ia just this .  For storage space Mrs. Smithers has been permitted 
to use hi ther to unneeded roam i n  the  basement of the County h i l d i n g .  There a r e  
tulo of these plaoes. Now she i s  informed t h a t  a l l  of the h is tor ica l  material now 
stored there must be moved - but where to?  Both of these quarters a re  t o  be 
occupied fo r  other county business. A new Motor Vehiole Office i e  said t o  be on 
the  drawing boards, destined t o  use one of there spaaes. The ever-increasing 
f i l i n g  requirements of the County Clerk's offloe i s  already taking over the other. 

lVhat w i l l  beoome of the  growing col lect ion of h i s to r i ca l  items and a r t i f a c t r ?  
W i l l  theas things just  bekomed out in to  the  new county parking l o t ?  or  rhere? 
The County has oreated a County Historical Ceater. It i s  being wed, inoreaaingly 
so. I t  performs a valuable publio rervioe. It i s  admirably located where there 
i s  easy and ready referenoe t o  publia remrdr*  

Even if the  need fo r  a County Historim1 Museum has not arrived an adequate, 
safe  and readi ly acoessible storage rhould be provided by the somty. 



LZTTIJ3 KNOWN FACTS ABOUT RiiXM0mD'S HISTORY 

John Harold Elbbs 

 h he following a r t i o l e  i s  taken fmm the  high sehool graduation speech delivered 
l a s t  June by i t s  author) 

The town of 5nmond has quite an interest ing past. The f i r s t  known human 
resident of Hammond was a man cal led William McNeill. He came t o  the t o m  about 
the  year 1807 and s e t  up housekeeping i n  a oave i n  the  rocks of Chippewa Bay. 
McNeill was a h e m i t  i n  the  t r u e  sense of the  m r d *  He lived on f i s h  and berries,  
w i t h  only the  wolves and bears a8 h i s  neighbors* YBhat f i n a l l y  happened t o  h i m  i r  
not bown* 

To move forward i n  h is tory  a l i t t l e  way, t h e  v i l lage  of Hammond was not 
or iginal ly  i n  i t s  present location. The f i r s t  settlement was made a t  about the  
place where t h i s  school standa. It  nsiy be of in t e re s t  t o  note t h a t  the v i l lage  
of Bammond i s  older than the  c i t y  of Chioago and was a t  one time larger, but, 
because of i t s  location, it did not grow. 

bntrmnd grew gradually, and i n  1827 it was organized in to  a town. Around 
the  year 1850, s plank road was b u i l t  between Hamond and Antwerp a t  a cost  of 
$35,000. The following year it war extended t o  Morriotown a t  the  cost of an 
additional $10,000. This made a continuous plank mad, a s  smooth ae a barn 
floor,  over 30 miles long, from the  S t .  Lawrenoe River a t  Morristown, a point 
leading t o  Rome, Utica, and other c i t ies .  

About the  year 1870 Hammond began t o  grow rapidly. A Univerralist  Chureh 
was b u i l t  then, and the  next year a new Presbyterian Church t o  replace the  old 
stone one. In the  next f e w  years the  Methodist Church and the  Presbyterian 
pareonage were b u i l t  along with several other good homes and businesu pkoer .  

I n  1875 the  Blaok River and Morristom Railroad was completed through 
Hammond. I n  order t o  be near the depot, the bulk of the town moved t o  i t s  
present location* A t  t h i s  time, Eammond contained an express off ice,  trrr, 
telegraph off ieer ,  three churches, and qui te  a number of business placer. 

The coming of the  railroad brought prosperity t o  the town* Business plaoes 
began t o  spring up l i k e  trees. From a t r a i n  going south a t  t h a t  time, Hammond 
appeared t o  be two or  three times i t s  aotual  rize. This i l l u s ion  was brought 
about by the fao t  t h a t  from this position, almost a l l  of the  buildings of the  
townwere brought in to  vim* The high steeples o f t h e  three  ohurcher gave the  
town a c i t p l i k s  appearance. A oloser vim quickly dirpel led the i l lus ion* 
But i f  t he  t raveler  had come baok i n  the y a r  1887 he would hardly have recognized 
the  place. The tom bad grown innuenrely. A m e k w  newspaper, the Advertiser, had 
been added. To rhow the  prosperity of the  tom rt t h i s  time, the  f o l l o d n g  
burinerrer inre advertired i n  the  paper's first edition: a dent is t ,  salesman f o r  
pillow i d l e r s  a dress stamping eshbliahment, Dr. Kerr (a  ~ h ~ a i c i a n ) ,  t he  
Franklin House fa hotel) ,  t he  Taylor House (another hotsl) ,both of which adver- 
t i s e d  free bus rervices t o  and from t h e  t ra inr ,  a hardrare store,  a blacksmith 
shop, a wagon rhop, a harnerr &hop, a shoe r tore ,  a olothing store,  a drug s tore  
which a l r o  carried paints and vmrnirhes, a nmsio r tore ,  a aombined furni ture  and 
grocery rtore,  another grocery and crookery rtore, a bat rhop, a carriage maker, 
an undertaker, and l a s t  but  not l e a s t  a jmlry  store. A 8  you can see, b o n d  
was once quite a prorperoua place. 

Now that rs have explored same of the h is tory  of Bammond, we oan mention 
r m e  of the more surprising things about it. There ras a t  one time a race t rack  
behind the present a i t e  of the  Catholio Churah. Every baturday afternoon, a large 
arowd oould be seen there to watch the  trottong races. Over the  present s i t e  of 
the  l ibrary  there ras a r o l l e r  skating r ink and dance hall. 



On t he  indus t r ia l  side, Hammond was a l so  important. On the  present s i t e  of 
the Lewis and hwir Co., ms the Evans Manufacturing Company which forged and 
b u i l t  s t e e l  plows and other farm implements* There was a l so  a stove faotorg i n  
the town. Back i n  the year 1860 the  population of Hammond reaohed i t s  peak. A 
census taken a t  t h a t  time revealed 1,960 inhabitants. That number has never been 
surpassed. It  may a l r o  be of i n t e r e s t  t o  note t h a t  the  stage ooaches whioh a r e  
so famous with the  Old West a l so  ran through Hanmond i n  the  ear ly  1859lr. These 
oarried mail and passengers between Rome and Ogdeneburg. In the  eduoation depart- 
ment b o n d  m s  a lso  a leader. Pie had t h e  first graded school i n  St. Laurence 
County. These a re  but a few of the  factn about Hammondls part. 

NOTE;  he Quarterly enjoys publishing occasiorral a r t i c l e s  by the  younger genera- 
t i o n  a s  an evidence of t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  and a b i l i t y  along h i s to r i ca l  lines.) 

FROM THE COUITl'YIS CRACKER BARREL 

(~ncluding the  names of a l l  Town and Village Hietorims together with a oontinuing 
report of t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s )  

BRASRER:  re. Joseph 0 ' ~ r i e n ) .  CANTOR: (Edward ~ 6 . m ) .  Canton's new Historian h a m  
been busy during the year attending work shops a t  the County Historianls.  Offioe, 
on f i e ld  t r i p s  t o  Cooper Fal ls  and Dekalb, stone houser a t  Morriotown, Qk Polat 
and Blaok Lake, a l so  the P.us6ell Turnpike t r i p  Rith members of the St. Lawrence 
County Historical Society group. Cutting, f i l i n g  and pasting clippings i n  r scrap 
book, preparing index f i l e  cards of scrap books and other important h i r to r i ca l  
material on f i l e .  Considerable work has been done on the S i las  Wright Cemetery, 
Old St. Marylr and Brick Chapel cemeteries. REMSSELAER FALIS: ( ~ r s .  Nina ~ i l s o n ) ~  
CLARE: (Idre. Fern colton) CLIFTON t ( ~ r s  . George ~ e ~ n o l d s ) .  COLTONt ( ~ r s .  Lorena 
Reed). DEKALB: (F.F.E. walrath) "Have just  finished charting the East Dekalb 
Cemetery and am planning on charting another." DEFZYSTER: ( ~ r s .  Emery smithera) 
Another reunion of pupils of the old Kokomo and S t e l l  Dle t r ic t s  r a s  held on 
Saturday, June 25th a t  the  Masonic bmple. Some fo r ty  people attended. Explor- 
ing "Abandoned roads and ghost communities" has been a most interelrting experience, 
and I hope a l l  historians a re  enjoying it a s  much a s  I am. Find it wi l l  be a 
two-year projeot. EDTUFUIS: (Leah ~ o b l e )  "I continue t o  do the  "unseen" routine 
work of keeping records, running down request information, col lect ing f o r  our 
museum, writing a r t i c l e s  f o r  our Edwardiana." FINE: ( ~ r s .  Rowland Brownell) new* 
FOWLER* ( ~ r s .  Robert ~ e r d o a ) .  GOZrVERNEUR: (Harold s t o r i e l  new. HAMMOND: (Harold 
Hibbs). HEWON (?Are. Kellogg ~ o r ~ a n )  "Have been doing sorap book, service record8 
etc. I have been quite busy checking recorde, bir ths ,  dates and marriages fo r  
people who have wri t ten i n  and asked me t o  do so. I t  would seem there  have been 
more of these inquir ies  t h i s  past  summer than usral* A t  present am not planning 
on ~lor ida ."  HOPKINTON:  re. Dorothy squires). We extend our r inaeraet  
sympathiee upon the  sudden death of her husband. At resent, work i s  being done 
a t  her Syracuse address. UPllRENCE: (bfrs. Gordon Cole 5 . LISBON: (Lee   art in). 
LCUISVILIE: (Mrs. Lorraine   and^) "Spent t u o  weeks i n  April a t  loaal  elementary 
school doing bul le t in  board display and 6th grade h i s to r i ca l  assembly. I n  May 
helped with Sesquioentennial dinner a t  Inuisv i l le  Elementary School put on by 
Louisville Mre Department -- served nearly 600. I n  June helped a i t h  Aocordian 
Jamboree i n  ldrrsoena - helped r i t h  costumes too* In July took part  i n  Norfolk 
Sesquicentennial. Helped a t  t he  St. kwrenoe Coun+Gouverneur h i r  i n  August 
and attended Russell Turnpike Day. I n  September helped the  t o m  of Clare Historian 
serve dinner to County Historioal Arrooiation Board and arranged a short  musioal 
program. Am norworking on my abandoned roads project again. %pe t o  omple te  
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my repor t  and go before my Town Board a t  the  end of October. Also w i l l  speak t o  
t h e  4 th  grades a t  Louisvil le Elementary School on t h e  History of Louisville". 
MACUdB: (urn* India Murton) "The usual  jobs and f o r  t h i e  year 's  project  I am 
making maps and co l lec t ing  h i s to ry  of t he  abandoned roqds and ghost v i l l ages  of 
Prfiioh I have threa. I a l so  attended the  l oca l  history mrkahop held a t  Cswegone 
MADRID t ( ~ r s *  Arthur ~ h o m ~ s o n )  "A new road i s  being b u i l t  between Madrid and 
Waddington. The soenic bridge a t  Chamberlain's Corners has been repaired. I t  
borders on Madrid and waddington. Five boys have en l i s ted  i n  the  armed service@ 
t h i s  year. FOIU others have been discharged. MASSENA (Anthony ~omeo)  new. 
MORRISTCJIKN: ( ~ * s .  &mea t  planty) "I attended New York S t a t e  and The C i v i  1 'fiar 
Local History workshop September 7, 8, 9 a t  S t a t e  University College of Education 
a t  Oswego. Taking piotures  of homes and property t h a t  w i l l  be removed soon when 
t h e  new by-pass around Morristown on Route 37 i s  s t a r t ed  this fal l ."  NORFOLK: 
( ~ r s .  Ralph ~ i ~ )  "A program commemorating t h e  150th Anniversary of t h e  s e t t l i n g  
of Norfolk a a s  .held August 30, 1960 i n  t h e  Honrood-Norfolk Central School. Most 
of t h e  speakers on t h e  program were descendents of t h e  very e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s ,  
a l l  t a lk ing  on the his to ry  of t h e  town." OGWEGATCHXE: ( ~ r s .  Mona ~ a ~ n e )  
PARISHVIm : ( ~ t ' < ~ r i s   owla and) "I have been working on my pro jeot  of ghost towns 
and roads and o , ~ e t e r y  reoords. Kept our museum open two afternoons a month. 
Helped with doT.1 and t oy  exhibi t  here. Attended NIS workshop meeting, two 
County Assooiatian meetings a t  one-Russell Turnpike - had small pa r t  i n  program. 
Several meeti-ags of our l oca l  h i s t o r i c a l  society* PIERCEFPEIBx ( ~ r s .  Beulah ~ o r o t h ~ ) .  
HEWELTON VILLAGE: (Mrs. Ida w own in^). PIERREPQNTt ( ~ m n k  E. Olmstead) new. Is 
working on abandoned roads and others,  attended workshop meeting and helped wi th  
Russell  Turnpike Day - marking t h e  graves of t h e  two war .of 1812 soldiers ,  making 
rcrapbooks of current h i s to ry  from paper, wrote an a r t i c l e  about Annnnwa once 
known a s  East  Pierrepont a l so  Cox's Mills, a l s o  an a r t i c l e  on Stone Quarries wi th  
oopies sen t  t o  Mrs. Smitherr and i s  working on another a r t i c l e  about Matthews M i l l  
above Henna-. PZTCAIRES: (NO ~i sto r i a n )  POTSDAM: ( ~ r .  Charles hhey ) .  RSSIE t 
( ~ r s *  Virgie s h o n e )  "I am lrorking on abandoned roads and ghost towns. RUSSELL: 
( ~ r r .  Jeanet te  ~ a r n e r ) .  STOCKHOIMa ( ~ n d o n  Rigge). WADDINGTON ( ~ r s .  C. B. Olds. 




