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THE LITTLE-KNOWN ALEXANDER MACOMB 
A Biographical Sketch 

BY 
Atwood Manley 

Frequent requests a r e  made by North Country people f o r  information about 
t h a t  somewhat legendary f igure ,  Alexander hlacomb. Nowhere i n  North Country 
l i t e r a t u r e ,  h i s t o r i c a l  or otherwise, can anything be found approaching an 
adequate sketch of h i s  l i f e ,  t o  say nothing of a de f in i t ive  or accurate biogra- 
phy. The explanation, of course, i s  understandable. Alexander Macomb arrived 
on the scene too ear ly  and departed too soon. He became the chief pr inc ipa l  
i n  the prologue t o  the whole North Country Drama, the scene of h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  
being i n  New York City.  During seven intensive years of tha t  c i t y ' s  galloping 
post-Revolutionary War days, Alexander Macomb cut  qui te  a f igure.  H i s  r i s e  
was rapid and h i s  f a l l  precipitous.  It was a period i n  which The North Country 
was poised on the threshold of t r ans i t ion ,  the t r ans i t ion  from a red man's 
wilderness t o  a white man's sett lement.  Either by design, or for tu i tous  c i r -  
cumstance, Alexander Macomb held the center of the stage i n  a prologue which 
ended abruptly.  A s  a r e s u l t ,  before the cur ta in  went up on the opening scene 
of the f i r s t  a c t  of the main performance, he had been relegated backstage and 
cut  from the cast .  Because Macomb took no ec t ive  par t  i n  i t s  ear ly  settlement, 
and none i n  i t s  development, h i s tor ians  have consis tent ly  f a i l ed  t o  accord him 
more than casual a t t en t ion  or passing reference. Alfred Donaldsongs "A History 
of the Adirondackstl does him more jus t ice  and greater  honor than any other. 
Unfortunately what appears there dea ls  la rge ly  with the land t ransact ions them- 
selves, Macomb's downfall, and then h i s  l a t e r  l i f e ,  following h i s  f inanc ia l  
debacle. The l a s t  f o r t y  years of h i s  l i f e  were unrelated t o  The North Country 
his tory.  

Lochinvar-like Alexander Macomb came out of the west from Detroi t .  Instead 
of a broadsword he was armed with much f i n e  gold. What h i s  ambitions may have 
been one can only surmise from some knowledge of h i s  past  and h i s  family back- 
ground. Obviously he was not bent on woeing any f a i r  El len f o r  a t  t h a t  time he 
was married and already the fa ther  of e ight  children. H i s  quest seems t o  have 
been completely commercial, p r o f i t s  t o  be made i n  a c i t y  which was a t  t h a t  time 
budding with prof i teers .  He was a daring gentleman. Like the ardent young 
knight of f i c t i o n  "he stayed not f o r  brake, and he stopped not f o r  stone." A 
former subject  of the Br i t i sh  Crown, he was of t h a t  group which fo r  the be t t e r  
part  of valor found it expedient t o  e n l i s t  under the s t a r s  and s t r i p e s  of American 
freedom. The opportunity f o r  self-improvement v ia  the ready channels of business 
beckoned many who but recent ly had been prof i t ing  handsomely under crown contracts.  
There is  no evidence t h a t  Alexander Macomb ever aspired t o  public o f f i ce  or the 
h a l l s  of statesmanship. He became recognized a s  one of New Yorkts princes of 



speculat ion,  a c a p i t a l i s t  who eager ly  invesbd venture money i n  numerous get-r ich- 
quick schemes. However, he a l s o  became a man of p r e s t i ge  and inf luence in t imate ly  
assoc i s ted  with the  upper c r u s t  of t h e  c i t y ' s  e l e t e  and many of the  na t i on ' s  g rea t  
I n  time he became surrounded by sons and sons-in-law who were of t he  m i l i t a r y  
ca s t  - ab le ,  loya l ,  noted c i t i z e n s  of t h e  new nat ion.  H i s  namesake, General 
Alexander Macomb, Jr., was the  hero of t he  Ba t t l e  of P l a t t sbu r  h i n  the  War of B 1812; and l a t e r  became the  Chief of S t a f f  of the  U. S. Army, 128-1841. I n  more 
than one respec t ,  land, Alexander Macomb commands our i n t e r e s t .  

S p e c i f i c a l l y  h i s  name has become f i rmly  entrenched i n  North Country h i s t o ry  
through t he  very specula t ions  which brought h i s  downfall.  He belonged t o  t h a t  
c o t e r i e  of New Yorhers who staked huge sums on wilderness land investments, 
investments made pr imari ly  f o r  p r o f i t .  Whatever empir ical  a sp i r a t i ons  may have 
grown from these  specula t ions ,  t he  immediate motive was t h a t  of making money. 
For some reason never edequately disc losed Alexander Macomb became the  key f i gu re ,  
i n  t h i s  business,  occupying t he  leading r o l e  i n  t he  prologue. Succeeding events 
es tab l i shed  beyond t h e  preadventure of a doubt t h a t  he was not  ~ c t i n g  alone i n  
these  t ransac t ions .  We know from the  record,  however, t h a t  it  was Alexander 
Macornb, who by name a t  l e a s t ,  became the  s i ng l e  l a r g e s t  purchaser of New York 
S t a t e ' s  unappropriated lands nor th  of t he  Mohawk. By d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  acqui- 
s i t i o n s  he bought from the  S t a t e  almost a l l  of t he  Ten Towns a t  t he  auc t ion  on 
June 10, 1787, i n  t he  Merchants Coffee House i n  New York, about 640,000 acres .  
This was t h e  f i r s t  of the  extensive  land s a l e s  msde by t he  S t a t e  i n  t h i s  a rea .  
Four years  l a t e r  Alexander lacombfs name commanded even grea te r  prominence. I n  
1791, following months of negot ia t ion  with the  S t a t e ;  Macomb ef fec ted  t he  purchase 
therefrom of a f a r  va s t e r  domain, S i x  Trac t s  embracing a t o t a l  of 3,693,755 acres .  
These S i x  Tracts  included a l l  of what became Lewis and Je f fe r son  count ies ,  
p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of S t .  Lawrence, approximately ha l f  of Franklin,  and some of 
Herkimer and Oswego count ies .  Across t he  ca r tographica l  expanse of these  S i x  
Tracts  was inscr ibed the  name NMecombfs Great Purchase." It appears so  on a l l  

- of t he  o r i g i n a l  maps. Macomb received land pa ten t s  giving him ou t r i gh t  t i t l e  
t o  h i s  purchases i n  t he  Ten Towns, and f o r  Tracts  Nos. I V Y  V, and V I  of h i s  
''Great Purchase." I n  o ther  words he paid f o r  t he  same i n  f u l l  and conveyances 
by the  S t a t e  passed the  t i t l e  t o  him. He was under con t rac t  t o  pay f o r  t he  re-  
maining t h r ee  t r a c t s ,  Nos. I, 11, and I11 i n  s i x  annual ins ta l lments ,  without 
i n t e r e s t .  He paid twelve pence per ac re  f o r  the  S i x  Tracts ,  and e i g h t  pence per 
acre  f o r  t he  Ten Towns. H i s  "Great PurchaseN s t i l l  s tands  a s  the  l a r g e s t  s i ng l e  
land t r ansac t i on  i n  the  S t a t e ' s  e n t i r e  h i s t o ry .  Macomb was unable t o  f u l f i l l  
the  terms of h i s  con t rac t  and never received t he  pa ten t s  covering Trac t s  I, 11, 
and 111. I n  1792, when h i s  s t a r  of success seemed t o  be reaching the  zen i th  
of i t s  o r b i t ,  he was suddenly involved i n  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  From the  very 
pinnacle of fame and for tune  he plunged almost overnight t o  the  ignominy of t h e  
deb tor ' s  prison.  To h i s  eve r l a s t i ng  c r e d i t  and t h a t  of h i s  f r i end ,  William 
Edgar, he eventual ly  r e t r i eved  a modicum of h i s  former p res t ige  and posi t ion.  
The sunset  of l i f e  found him and h i s  second wife, Jane, l i v i n g  i n  s e r en i t y  and 
comfort i n  t he  home of h i s  son, the  General, i n  Georgetown, D.C. He died t he r e  
i n  1831. Ten years l a t e r  S t .  Lawrence County erected a new town, pa r t i t i oned  
from four  of t he  o r i g i n a l  Ten Towns, and named it f o r  him. 

Thus, we see t h a t  t he  name of Alexander Macomb has become i n d e l i b l y  an 
h i s t o r i c a l  p a r t  of the  North Country. Profess iona l  searchers  and abs t r ac to r s  of 
land convzy,nces t e s t i f y  t h a t  near ly  a l l  land t i t l e s  wi thin  the  Ten Towns and 
Macomb1s Great Purchase have t h e i r  o r i g i n  i n  h i s  purchases, and t h a t  these  
t i t l e s  stem from him. Consequently our e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e  of land t i t l e s  through- 
out  t h i s  whole a rea  go d i r e c t l y  back t o  h i s  t r ansac t i ons  and a s  a r e s u l t  h i s  
name w i l l  go down t o  p o s t e r i t y  i n  t h a t  connection. I n  land t i t l e s  and i n  t h e  
town bearing h i s  name, Alexander Macomb's memory w i l l  forever  be preserved a s  a 
par t  of t he  North Country's pas t ,  present  and futuze.  I n  the  l i g h t  of these  
f a c t s  why have North Country h i s t o r i a n s  t r ea t ed  Alexander Iacomb so  casual ly?  
O f  such an i n t r i gu ing  persona l i ty  i s  it any wonder people now f requent ly  ask, 
"Just  who was t h i s  man Alexander Macomb, anyway?" It i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  
note t h a t  t he  a rea  embraced by h i s  purchases was l a t e r  given the  name of "The 
North CountryN by I rving Bachller .  Herewith i s  presented a t  l e a s t  a p a r t i a l  
chronological  b iographical  sketch which it is hoped w i l l  be he lp fu l  t o  t he  
i n t e r e s t ed .  



Alexander Macombls ances tors  were of Scotch ex t r ac t i on .  For some reason 
they crossed t o  Northern I re land.  There they put t h e i r  r oo t s  down i n  Antrim 
County, not  f a r  from Bel fas t  and es tab l i shed  t h e i r  family manor of Dunturky. 
It was t he r e  on Ju ly  27, 1748 t h a t  Alexander Macomb was born of John Gordon end 
Jane Gordon Macomb. I n  add i t i on  t o  Alexander, t he  Macombs had two o ther  chi ldren,  
William, t h r ee  years  the$nior  of Alexander, and a daughter,  It i s  suggested 
t h a t  t h e  gather ing clouds of t he  Seven Years War a s  wel l  a s  a family kinship  with 
General James Gordon may have influenced t he  family t o  migrate t o  America about 
1755. The General i s  reported t o  have been engaged i n  the  f u r  t rade  with t he  
American colonies ,  and t o  have been under con t r ac t  with H i s  Majesty t o  f u r n i s h  
suppl ies  t o  the  B r i t i s h  t roops  garrisoned t he r e .  Such business,  t he  f u r  t rade  
and t h e  con t rac t s ,  was highly  l uc r a t i ve .  The General might we l l  have f e l t  t he  
need of a r e l a t i v e  a s  h i s  agent o r  represen ta t ive  overseas.  So, why no t  John 
Gordon Macomb? Be t h a t  a s  it  may, t he  record s t a t e s  t h a t  about 1755 t h e  John 
Gordon Macombs located a t  Albany, New York. Albany was then an important c l ea r ing  
point  f o r  t he  f u r  t r ade  with t he  Indians f ~ r t h e r  west. Both t he  Dutch and t he  
B r i t i s h  used it a s  a base f o r  such operat ions .  John Macornb seems t o  have prospered 
a t  f i r s t  i n  Albany, but l a t e r  suffered reverses .  After  t e n  years o r  so  i n  Albany 
t he  family located f o r  a time i n  New York. This would have been during Alexander's 
e a r l y  youth. None of our North Country h i s t o r i a n s  have made even passing r e f e r -  
ence t o  these  e a r l y  New York S t a t e  assoc ia t ions .  

Among the  Horatio Seymour papers which have turned up i n  Albany - Seymour 
was Governor Marcyls Secre ta ry  of S t a t e  - has been found a l e t t e r  wr i t t en  by 
Alexander Macomb. It i s  now i n  t he  Burton H i s t o r i c a l  Col lec t ion  a t  t he  De t ro i t  
Public Library.  Also, among t h e  Burton Col lec t ion  i s  a b iographical  l e a f l e t  
published i n  1931 by M. M. Quaife,of Alexandsr Macomb and h i s  i l l u s t r i o u s  son, 
t he  general .  The l e t t e r  fu rn i shes  t he  year da te  when t h e  Macombs moved t o  
Det ro i t .  Alexander wrote t h i s  l e t t e r  May 26 1769 from Niagara, N.Y., t o  h i s  
f r i end ,  Rutger Dleeker, Attorney a t  Law, i n  Albany. I n  it Wacomb informs Bleeker 
t h a t  "1 a r r i v ' d  a t  t h i s  place/  about four  days/ s ince , /  without any ma te r i a l  



inc iden t  happening on t he  way. We were alarmld a t  t h i s  place by news/ from 
De t ro i t  e a r l y  i n  t he  Spring, informing u s  of t h e i r /  apprehensions of d is turbances  
from the  Indians,  & des i r ing /  the  boats might s t op td  here u n t i l 1  f u r t h e r  advise 
should/ be sen t .  ,Yesterday t he  Vessel  a r r i v l d  from De t ro i t  by/ which we l e a r n  

- t h a t  every th ing,  i s  qu i e t  & in te rcourse  between/ t he  Traders & Indians a s  
formerly; so  t h a t  now each/ t r y s  who can proceed fastest :--- thus much f o r /  savage 
News. 

From 1769 u n t i l  a f t e r  t he  American Revolution De t ro i t  became the  scene of 
a c t i v i t y  of t he  two Macomb brothers .  I n  1769 Alexander was twenty-one, and 
W i l l i a m  was eighteen.  We a r e  indebted t o  Quaife f o r  what i s  now given about 
the  De t ro i t  period. Reference i s  made t o  De t ro i t  of t h a t  day a s  being only 
lta stockade of log huts."  Elsewhere we a r e  informed t h a t  De t ro i t  was t h r i v ing  
with economic a c t i v i t y .  As t he  p r inc ipa l  outpost  on the  western f r o n t i e r ,  it 
was o r i g i n a l l y  under French and l a t e r  under B r i t i s h  r u l e .  Among i t s  leading 
c i t i z e n s  was Robert Navarre, f i r s t  a s  t he  French intendant  and notary,  then during 
t he  B r i t i s h  regime as a  notary.  Under the  B r i t i s h  Det ro i t  became a  s t r a t e g i c  
cen t re  f o r  co lon i a l  expansion a s  wel l  a s  f o r  t r ade  with t h e  Indians. It a l s o  
became a  point  of m i l i t a r y  operat ions .  The American Revolution soon had t he  
whole A t l an t i c  seaboard i n  i t s  gr ip ,  but i n  t h e  new west De t ro i t  was secure and 
immune. From the  B r i t i s h  Exchequer v a s t  sums flowed through t h a t  point  t o  promote 
commercial and m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s .  This was big business f o r  Det ro i t  which 
prospered might i ly  and grew r ap id ly  i n  s i ze .  

At tent ion now fucuses upon t he  two Macomb brothers .  Opportunity was 
knocking a t  every "hutn door and they were not  r e luc t an t  t o  answer. Those were 
the  days when youth was dar ing and venturesome. Alexander and William Macomb 
became the  f i s c a l  agents  of t he  B r i t i s h  government i n  Det ro i t ,  a  pos i t ion  of 
inf luence and g rea t  pecuniary advantage. From t h e i r  var ious  operat ions  they 
reaped "enormous  profit^.^' Their revenues exceeded ha l f  a  m i l l i on  annually,  
a stupendous sum i n  those days. Soc i a l l y  a s  wel l  a s  economically they were 
among D e t r o i t ' s  leading c i t i z e n s .  From the  "Michigan Pioneer Col lect ionn Quaife 
quotes: "They were Indian t r ade r s ,  general  merchants, r e a l  e s t a t e  dea le r s ,  and 
bankers, and probably ca r r i ed  on many more pu r su i t s  t h a t  were required i n  t h e  
v i l l age . "  From t h i s  comes some i n s i g h t  i n t o  Alexander Macomb1s e a r l y  background, 
experience and environment. Without doubt, he was acquir ing those q u a l i t i e s  which 
i n  t e n  years  brought him t o  t he  f o r e  i n  New York. Nowhere does Quaife suggest t h a ~  
Macornb took t r i p s  t o  Montreal v i a  t he  S t .  Lawrence, nor t h a t  he thus  became 
in t e r e s t ed  i n  t he  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  lands  bordering on the  southern shore of 
the  g r ea t  r i v e r .  However, D r .  Hough i n  h i s  h i s t o r i e s  does present such p o s s i b i l i t y .  

There i s  another pe r t i nen t  item t o  be taken from t h i s  accountof Macombts 
residence i n  Det ro i t .  It was t he r e  t h a t  Macomb formed h i s  f i r s t  business 
assoc ia t ion  with William Edgar, l a t e r  t o  be continued i n  Mew York. I n  t h e  Burton 
H i s t o r i c a l  Col lec t ion  a r e  f i v e  record books of t h e  f i r m  of Macomb, Edgar and 
Macomb of De t ro i t  of t h a t  period.  Later  William Edgar became tremendously wealthy 
a s  one of New Yorkls merchant pr inces .  More i n s i g h t  i n t o  t he  assoc ia t ion  of these  
two men, Edgar and Macomb, would poss ibly  shed much valuable information about 
the  succeeding even t fu l  years  i n  Macombts l i f e .  

I n  De t ro i t  Alexander Macomb became enamored of t he  beau t i fu l  daughter of the  
former French intendant ,  Robert Navarre. Alexander and Catherine Navarre were 
married May 4, 1773. She bore him t e n  chi ldren,  t h e  l a s t  two a f t e r  t he  family 
moved t o  New York. Catherine died i n  t h a t  c i t y  i n  1789. The seventh of t h e i r  
t e n  ch i ld ren  was Alexander Macomb, Jr., t h e  general .  

P r ec i s e ly  why and when Alexander Macomb decided t o  move from De t ro i t  and 
s e t t l e  i n  New York i s  one of t h e  many quest ions  y e t  t o  be answered. But move 
he d id ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the  c lose  of t he  Revolution when about t h i r t y - f i ve  years 
of age. H i s  brother ,  William, remained a  success fu l  De t ro i t  merchant. There 
i s  the  l o g i c a l  deduction t h a t  t he  members of t he  f i rm  of Macomb, Edgar & Macomb 
decided t h a t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  could be be s t  served under t h i s  new arrangement, 
Alexander i n  New York, William i n  DeLroit. 

It may be he lp fu l  t o  pause and consider what New York was l i k e ,  and t h e  



general  condition of a f f a i r s  i n  the new nation,  a t  the  time of Macomb's a r r i v a l  
i n  the  c i t y .  The s t a r  of economic dest iny was shining over Manhattan Island. 
Rehabi l i ta t ion from warns  devastat ion was p rac t i ca l ly  completed. The departing 
B r i t i s h  troops and f l ee ing  Tories had l e f t  much of the c i t y  i n  smoking ru ins .  
Colonists had flocked back t o  salvage what was t o  be saved. The Tories who 
remained did the double-quick reverse,  nurrying t o  entrench themselves under the 
new order.  Soc ia l  s t a t u s ,  na t iona l  l o y a l t i e s  and business a l l i ances  of ten became 
completely scrambled i n  those post-war years.  They were s t i r r i n g ,  turbulent ,  
vigorous years.  The fu tu re  of the c i t y  and of the nat ion hung i n  the balance. 
Alexander Hamilton was f igh t ing  t o  get  a new fede ra l  government organized and 
functioning. George Clinton a s  Governor of Rew York, took the pos i t ion  t h a t  
what was good f o r  New York was good enough f o r  the nation.  He was a die-hard 
an t i - f ede ra l i s t .  He was a d i f f i c u l t  man t o  dea l  with, but of great  power and 
influence.  This antipathy between Clinton and Hamilton may explain why Hamilton 
never became deeply in te res ted  i n  northern New York wilderness lands. Hamilton 
succeeded i n  ge t t ing  the Continental  Congress organized, but New York was t o  
be new na t ion ' s  cap i t a l .  

Such uni ty  a s  exis ted between the t h i r t e e n  former colonies res ted  not i n  
the Continental  Congress but i n  the  Declaration of Independence. Both the nat ion 
and the individual  s t a t e s  were buttoned down t i g h t  with debt. John Adams had 
been i n  Europe desperately s t r i v i n g  t o  discover some bas i s  f o r  c r e d i t  of which 
there was none worthy of the name. World commerce was i n  u t t e r  chaos. The 
Barbary Coast p i r a t e s  s t i l l  sa i led  the main. England was a t  swords points with 
France, and both of them with Spain. Conscienceless p i r a t e s  and of ten B r i t i s h  
f r i g a t e s  overhauled American ships,  confiscated t h e i r  cargoes and sometimes 
sold t h e i r  crews on the slave markets of Algiers and Tr ipo l i  or hailed them before 
an admiralty court .  Competition between the t h i r t e e n  s t a t e s  was ru th less .  
Taxation had become a f avo r i t e  too l .  A Connecticut Yankee could not row down 
the East River t o  de l iver  a load of f i r e  wood a t  the back door of a Bee'man 
S t r e e t  place without being taxed almost t o  death. New Jersey farmers could not - 
del iver  t h e i r  garden produce a t  the Battery without being taxed i n t o  ru in .  There 
were more schemes under foo t  on Manhattan Island f o r  making money quickly than 
you could shake a s t i c k  a t .  A l l  during and a f t e r  the Revolution the Country was 
shor t  on cash and long on land. Land had become the chief a s s e t  behind na t iona l  
and s t a t e  s ecu r i t i e s .  Gouvernor Morris was s t i l l  s t r i v i n g  t o  devise the monitary 
decimal system and thus e s t a b l i s h  the d o l l a r  as  the r a t e  of exchange. H i s  
Majesty's monitary u n i t s  of the pence, the  s h i l l i n g  and the pound s t i l l  prevailed.  
Due t o  the dismal s t a t e  of world finances these u n i t s  of exchange had f a l l e n  t o  
an all- t ime low. As a r e s u l t  government and s t a t e  paper a s  well  a s  land values 
dropped and dropped, again and again. 

It was i n t o  t h i s  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  t h a t  Alexander Macomb stepped on a r r iv ing  
i n  New York. The s i t u a t i o n  was made t o  h i s  pat tern.  While public debt and 
public f inances were a t  a low ebb pr ivate  for tunes  were being made r i g h t  and l e f t .  
Merchants of Old New York were not on poverty s t r e e t .  Their agents were trading 
with the Indians f o r  f u r s  i n  the west. New ships  were being b u i l t  a t  the  Walton 
shipyard t o  chance the dangers of capture enroute t o  fore ign  ports,  espec ia l ly  t o  
the Orient.  It i s  not surpr is ing t o  learn  t h a t  Alexander Macomb, blessed with a 
family of e igh t  chi ldren and two s t i l l  t o  come from Catherine, h i s  f i r s t  wife, 
should th r ive .  Macomb i s  referred t o  as  a man of wealth, ac t ive  i n  the mercantile 
business, apparently something of an a r ch i t ec t ,  indulging i n  banking, a daring 
speculator i n  r e a l  e s t a t e  i n  the c i t y ,  and then turning h i s  eyes northward toward 
t h a t  vas t  wilderness beyond the Mohawk, north of For t  Orange and For t  Stanwix. 
I n  addi t ion there  was speculative opportunity on a grand sca le  i n  s t a t e  and 
government s ecu r i t i e s .  Securi ty  t rading was something new. Macomb plunged with 
zes t  i n t o  it a l l .  

D r .  Houghns h i s t o r i e s  of Lewis, Jefferson,  S t .  Lawrence and Franklin 
counties,  t e l l s  us  t h a t  Macomb was a mzmber of "a companyn of three which became 
engaged i n  land speculations.  This was but one phase of h i s  business i n t e r e s t s .  
The other  two members Hough l i s t s  as  William Constable, the wealthy merchant, 
banker, and shipper; and Daniel McCormick, t h a t  co lo r fu l  entrepreneur of f inance 
who l ived so h e a r t i l y  and so well  a t  No. 57 Wall S t r e e t  t o  the day of h i s  death. 
D r .  Hough presents tho idea t h a t  these three,  Macomb, Constable and McCormick, 
formed a boyhood f r iendship  during t h e i r  youth i n  I re land.  We know d e f i n i t e l y  



t h a t  Macomb and Constable were born there ,  with four  years  but  many miles between 
them.  Constable was born i n  Dublin i n  1752, and Macomb f a r  t o  the  north,  near 
Be l fas t  i n  1748. This content ion seems a b i t  dubious, f a r  more l i k e l y  t h a t  another 
bond of i n t e r e s t ,  poss ibly  the  S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  Socie ty  I n  New York, drew them to- 
gether t h i r t y  odd years l a t e r .  These a r e  but  two of the  many men of-prominence 
with whom Alexander Macomb soon found himself associa ted i n  numerous ventures .  
New York was a c i t y  of only 10,000 inhab i tan t s .  It r e s i d e n t i a l  and business 
center  was south of Centra l  Park. Wall S t r e e t  was more r e s i d e n t i a l  than business. 
Many of the  more eminent c a p i t a l i s t s  of the  day were communicants of T r in i t y  
Church, such a s  the  Constables, Clarksons, Ogdens and Harisons. Of these  Many 
f a sc ina t i ng  pe r sona l i t i e s  none f igured more in t imate ly  i n  Macomb1s a f f a i r s  and 
f r i endsh ip  than h i s  former Det ro i t  par tner ,  William Edgar. Apparently Edgar con- 
f ined h i s  i n t e r e s t s  l a rge ly  t o  t he  mercant i le  t rade  and banking. He does not  
seem t o  have ventured i n t o  land specu la t ion  on any such sca le  a s  lacomb. He be- 
came ra ted  a s  among the  c i t y ' s  most success fu l  and wea l th ies t  merchants. The 
Edcar ls  were l i s t e d  by Walter Ba r r e t t  i n  "Merchants of Old New YorkH a s  being 
of the  "creme de l a  cremet1 of the  c i t y ' s  soc ie ty .  William Edgar's o f f i c e s  were 
on Washington S t r e e t  and h i s  residence,  a p re ten t ious  marble s t ruc tu r e ,  stood 
a t  7 Greenwich S t r e e t .  William Edgar served a s  Vice Pres ident  of the  famous 
S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  Society,  which unquestionably places him among the  sons of I re land.  
He s a t  on t he  f i r s t  Board o f - D i r e c t o r ' s  of the  f i r s t  specie  bank es tab l i shed  i n  
New York. This was !'The Bank of New York," s t i l l  doing business.  It was t h i s  
man who the  record i nd i ca t e s  came t o  Macomb1s succor when t he  l a t t e r  found him- 
s e l f  i n  the  hour of g r e a t e s t  nee6 and utmost despa i r .  

O f  a l l  t he  inf luences  which brought t h i s  group of men together  t o  i nves t  i n  
North Country wilderness lands the  famous S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  Socie ty  o f f e r s  t he  most 
l o g i c a l  answer. Daniel McCormick was a l i fe- long member, and served a s  i t s  pres i -  
dent.  Others whose names became i n d e l i b l y  a t tached t o  North Country land specu- 
l a t i o n s  were a l s o  members: William Constable, William Edgar a s  a v ice  pres ident ,  
and John McVickar. The Socie ty  was non-sectarian, having been organized f o r  t he  
so le  purpose of a iding any and a l l  sons of I re land who upon migrating t o  America 
needed a helping hand. It was a f a v o r i t e  meeting place. Daniel  McCormick, i t s  
pres ident ,  was t r ea su re r  of the  Grand Lodge of Masonry, a member of t h e  committee 
appointed t o  r e s t o r e  t he  Presbyter ian Socie ty  i n  New York following the  Revolution. 
He was a bachelor, one of New York's be s t  l iked ,  most respected and i n f l u e n t i a l  
c i t i z e n s .  He came t o  t h i s  country a poor boy, and rose  t o  fame and for tune.  
From 1791 u n t i l  h i s  death  i n  1834 he l ived  o s t en t a t i ous ly  i n  a blue-stuccoed 
house a t  No. 57 Wall, o f t en  s i t t i n g  on the  f r o n t  stoop passing the  time of day wi th  
h i s  f r i ends ,  sipping brandy, taking a pinch of snuff ,  regaled i n  cocked ha t ,  
white powdered h a i r ,  s i l k  top-coat, knee breeches, white stockings,  shoes wi th  
s i lve rbuckles .  H i s  t a b l e  was generous, and of the  best ,  f o r  McCormick was a 
gourmet, a  lover  of f i n e  wines and foods, devoted t o  cards,  and always i n s i s t i n g  
t h a t  h i s  guests  be present i n  odd numbers. He had h i s  f i n g e r s  i n  many business 
p ies .  For sound business methods and shrewd investments New York had few wiser 
or more able  c a p i t a l i s t s .  Could it be t h a t  about h i s  t a b l e  the  planners i n  those 
vas t  land specu l ta t ions  met, drew those e a r l y  maps, l a i d  out  the  a reas  they 
intended t o  purchase, l a t e r  subdivided t he  S i x  Great Trac t s  i n t o  towns and gave 
names t o  those towns? It could be. Thosenames almost without exception r e l a t e d  
t o  these  men, or t h e i r  f r i ends  who bought land from them. Before the  c u r t a i n  
f e l l  on those land mani?ulatlons and t r ansac t i ons  near ly  every prominent business,  
p rofess iona l  and public man i n  the  c i t y  owned some of today's  North Country. 

Alexander Macomb's pos i t ion  was not  mediocre I n  New York. On Apr i l  30, 
1789, following George Washington's inaugurat ion before the  Federal  Building a t  
the  corner of Broad and Wall s t r e e t s  t he  inaugural  parade formed and wended i t s  
way uptown t o  Chestnut S t r e e t  where the  c i t y  had prepared a residence f o r  t he  
na t i on ' s  F i r s t  Pres ident .  A l l  along t he  way homes and business houses were pro- 
fuse ly  decorated. The press  of the  day s t a t e d  t h a t  none was more bount i fu l ly  and 
a t t r a c t i v e l y  festooned than t h a t  of "Alexander Macomb, t he  a r ch i t ec t , "  un l e s s  
it  was the  mansion of William Edgar. Macomb l i ved  i n  one of the  c i t y ' s  f i n e s t  
homes of h i s  own planning. When Washington found t he  Chestnut S t r e e t  house no t  
t o  h i s  l i k i n g  and too f a r  up-town, he personal ly  went downtown and purchased 
of Alexander Macomb h i s  residence.  It became the  n a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  White House. 
Macomb associa ted i n  h i s  d a i l y  l i f e  wi th  many of America's g r ea t e s t  e a r l y  s t a t e s -  
men such a s ,  John Jay, Alexander Hamilton, Gouvernor Morris, Robert H. Morris, 
General Knox and others .  



One always comes back t o  t he  prodigious research  done by D r .  Freder ick B. 
Hough f o r  h i s  h i s t o r i e s  when one a t tempts  t o  unravel  the  th reads  of Alexander 
Macomb's ca reer  i n  New York so f a r  a s  h i s  land dea l s  were concerned. Hough's 
records  i nd i ca t e  t h a t  Macomb was l a rge ly  occupied, so  f a r  a s  h i s  North Country 
specula t ions  were concerned, i n  rounding out h i s  purchases i n  the  Ten Towns 
from 1787 t o  1790. I n  1791 h i s  purchase of the  S ix  Great Trac t s  was no sooner 
e f fec ted  than he and h i s  colleagues obviously put i n  motion a  s a l e s  program. No 
doubt Macomb was i n  need of money i n  order t o  meet the  ins ta l lments  due t o  complete 
the  purchase of these  t r a c t s .  Hough informs us  t h a t  i n  1791 Alexander Macomb 
"appointed William Constable t o  go t o  Europe and s e l l  lands,  which he did." 
Such evidence would i nd i ca t e  t h a t  Macomb was not  a c t i ng  a s  a dummy i n  h i s  
purchases, but  r a t h e r  t h a t  he held t he  key pos i t ion .  The whole s i t u a t i o n  seems 
t o  have been extremely complicated. Constable was a  g r ea t  New York merchant, 
a l s o  engaged i n  banking and t he  House of Wiiliam C. Constable & Campany had 
e spec i a l l y  s t rong and i n f l u e n t i a l  European connections i n  Amsterdam, London and 
Par i s .  A s  e a r l y  a s  1773 Constable was r a t ed  among New York's foremost merchants, 
when only twenty-one. 

William Constable was the  in t imate  and t h e  par tner  of Gouverneur Morris i n  
numerous business mat ters .  The two were of i d e n t i c a l l y  t he  same age. Morris had 
served b r i l l i a n t l y  a s  one of Washington's a ide s  and adv i se r s  during the  Revolution. 
He was the  a s s i s t a n t  t o  the  g r ea t  Revolutionary f i n a n c i a l  genius, Robert H. Morris. 
I n  1789-1799 Gouverneur Morris was i n  Europe engaged on t h r ee  f r o n t s :  commercially 
i n  h i s  own and Robert Morris 's  business i n t e r e s t s ;  t o  represen t  the  United S t a t e s  
government a s  counsel a t  Pa r i s ;  and t o  s e l l  lands  from among h i s  and h i s  a s soc i a t e s  
extensive  holdings i n  America. It was G.  Morris more than any other  person who 
was most i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  i n t e r e s t i n g  the  LeRay de Chaumonts, t he  Par ishes  and other  
European c a p i t a l i s t s  i n  buying North Country lands - i n  which Morris was personal ly  
specula t ing.  Sparks i n  h i s  biography of Morris makes t h i s  c l e a r ,  and says t h a t  
Morris was among the  fo r tuna t e s  who made a  fo r tune  from land specula t ions .  D r .  
Hough v e r i f i e s  Gouverneur Morris1 p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the  ''Great Purchasen holdings.  
Also t o  be included i n  t h i s  c o t e r i e  of specu la to rs  with Macomb were Samuel Ogden 
and Robert Morris who was of no kin  of Gouverneur Morris. From Ogden comes 
evidence t h a t  r i g h t  from the  s t a r t ,  1787, "myself and my a s soc i a t e s  have paid 
i n t o  the  publ ic  t r e a su ry  a l a rge  sum of money f o r  t h i s  t r a c t  of country.'' Ogden 
was r e f e r r i n g  t o  t he  Ten Towns. There seems t o  be no ava i l ab l e  source t o  prove 
who, or how many, of these  a s soc i a t e s  were banded together  i n  these  land specu- 
l a t i o n s ,  D r .  Houghls company of th ree  t o  t h e  contrary .  

I n  January 1792 both Constable and Morris were i n  Europe. Their f i r s t  e f f o r t s  
t o  i n t e r e s t  people over the re  i n  making land purchases apparent ly  f a i l e d .  By 
June 1792 t he  e n t i r e  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  i n  New York had ra -d ica l ly  changed. Constable 
was back. The f i r s t  major f i n a n c i a l  panic i n  the  c i t y ' s  h i s t o r y  broke unexpectedly. 
Alexander Macomb, along with another of h i s  specula t ing a s soc i a t e s ,  William Duer 
(and o thers  a s  wel l )  soon found himself completely engulfed i n  the  catas t rophy.  
Not only was Macomb deeply involved i n  land specula t ions  up-state,  but a l s o  i n  
c i t y  r e a l t y ,  and e spec i a l l y  i n  t he  new s e c u r i t y  market. With William Duer he 
had been plunging by buying and s e l l i n g  government debt  paper. 

William Duer was another one of those i n t e r e s t i n g  pe r sona l i t i e s .  He was 
born i n  Devonshire, England, i n  1747 and a r r ived  i n  New York i n  1768 t o  buy timber 
f o r  sh ip  masts. He found t h i s  country t o  h i s  l i k i n e  and remained., joining the  
cause of t he  colonies .  He was the  f r i end  of both Washington and Hamilton; served 
ably  i n  t he  Prov inc ia l  Congress and then i n  t he  Cont inenta l  Congress. Resigning 
from tho l a t e r  he secured valuable con t r ac t s  t o  supply Washington's armies and 
devoted himself t o  h i s  personal  business schemes. During Macomb's years  of 
ascendency i n  the  c i t y  Duer was considered a  f i n a n c i a l  genius, the  g r e a t e s t  specu- 
l a t o r  of h i s  day according t o  Pomerantz i n  h i s  book, '!New York, An American City,  
1783-1803." Duer served a s  Alexander Hamilton's a s s i s t a n t  during t he  l a t t e r ' s  
term a s  Secre ta ry  of t he  Treasury i n  Washington's adminis t ra t ion.  However, 
b r i gh t l y  h i s  genius may have b u ~ n e d ,  it  i s  sa id  t h a t  h i s  business schemes more 
o f ten  than not  miscarried.  Maconib became c lo se ly  associa ted with Duer, e spec i a l l y  
i n  specula t ing i n  government s e c u r i t i e s .  Apparently these  two, with some of 
t h e i r  col leagues  were pyramiding t h e i r  holdings.  



Government and s t a t e  s e c u r i t i e s  o f f e ~ e d  a  r i p e  f i e l d  of specu la t ive  investment. 
The public,  new t o  such of fe r ings ,  bought r eck l e s s ly  and avidly .  Apparently 
both Macomb and Duer were loaded with commitments which i n  t he  panic they  could 
not  poss ibly  meet. Macomb's land specula t ions  merely added coa l  t o  t he  f i r e .  
Also, a s  our h i s t o r i a n s  have emphasized, Macomb had unfor tuna te ly  taken a  hand i n  
t r y ing  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a new bank a s  a  r i v a l  t o  "The Bank of New York." This was 
a  bubble which bu r s t  before it became full-blown. "The Bank of a  Mil l ionn f a i l e d  
t o  mate r ia l i ze .  Both lacomb and Duer were thrown i n t o  deb to r ' s  pr ison.  Duerls  
r u in  was complete. He died s eve ra l  years  l a t e r  "with t h e  j a i l  l i m i t s w  i n  
El izabeth ,  N . J .  Another t o  s u f f e r  i n  l i k e  manner was Robert H. Morris who 
f i n a l l y  emerged from pr i son  a  broken old man. It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note t h a t  
during a l l  of t h i s  period Gouverneur Morris was i n  Europe. Nevertheless he 
survived the  depression and emerged s t rongly  entrenched. H i s  holdings were v s s t .  
Upon re tu rn ing  t o  America i n  1799 he proceeded t o  c a p i t a l i z e  handsomely on these  
ventures.  Constable, too,  escaped Macomb's f a t e .  So did Daniel McCormick, and 
Samuel Ogden. 

There i s  much about Kacombls sundry connections and deal ings  which a r e  now 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  expla in .  Macomb's f r i e n d s  McCormick, Constable, Joshua Waddington, 
William Edgar and o thers  were among the  founders of The Bank of New York. I n  
1791 when t h a t  bank received i t s  o f f i c i a l  cha r t e r  ( i t  was organized i n  1784) 
Alexander Eacomb owned one share of i t s  stock.  Yet a  year l a t e r  Hough claims 
he was t r y ing  t o  s e t  up a  competitive bank. D r .  Houghls records  i nd i ca t e  t h a t  
when d i s a s t e r  crushed Macomb h i s  most in t imate  assoc ia tes ,  Constable, McCormick, 
G .  Morris, Samuel Ogden, and o thers  were h i s  chief  c r e d i t o r s  and t h a t  Macomb 
conveyed t i t l e  t o  most of h i s  extensive  land holdings t o  them. It was following 
t he  panic t h a t  William Edgar entered the  p i c tu r e ,  buying up la rge  t r a c t s  of 
Macombls former lands,  i n  order t o  hold them i n  t r u s t  u n t i l  such time a s  Macomb 
might recover them. That Macomb succeeded i n  r e t r i e v i n g  some of h i s  former 
p res t ige  i s  apparent from what Alfred Donaldson so ably  presents .  I n  time he 
erected a  mansion f i f t y  f e e t  square on one of New York C i t y ' s  most favored s i t e s .  
He a l s o  operated a m i l l .  Then he r e t i r e d  and moved with h i s  wife t o  Georgetown, 
D.C., where they l ived  out  the  balance of t h e i r  years  with h i s  celebrated son. 
General Macomb had but r ecen t l y  been made Chief of S t a f f .  

There has been some confusion and inaccuracy about Alexander Macomb's 
second marriage. Catherine,  h i s  beauteous f i r s t  wife, died i n  1789. Donaldson 
would have him then marrying Chr i s t ina  Livingston of New York. This statement 
i s  obviously i n  e r r o r .  Quaife informs u s  t h a t  i n  1791 Macomb married Ers .  Jane 
Rucker, t he  widow of a  Yew York merchant. Rough v e r i f i e s  t h i s  when he records  
t h a t  "Jan9 t he  wife of A .  Macombv signed c e r t a i n  conveyances of land following her 
husband's f i n a n c i a l  d i s a s t e r .  To Macomb and h i s  second wife, Jane, seven ch i ld ren  
were born, making seventeen i n  a l l  s i r e d  by Alexander Macomb. Chr i s t ina  Livingston, 
daughter of P h i l l i p  Livingston, married Macomb's son, John. 

This, i n  b r i e f ,  i s  but  p a r t  of the  biographical  na r r a t i ve  about the  man 
who, had f a t e  decreed otherwise and had t he r e  been no co l lapse  i n  the  government 
s ecu r i t y  market i n  1792, might wel l  have played a  conspicuous and i n f l u e n t i a l  
r o l e  i n  the  subsequent se t t lement  and development of the  North Country. His 
f a i l u r e ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  sparked a  new bu r s t  of publ ic  i n t e r e s t  i n  land specula t ion.  
Two years  a f t e r  Macombls downfall Samuel Ogden s en t  Nathan Ford t o  Ogdensburg t o  
promote h i s  land s a l e s  and e s t a b l i s h  a ful l - f ledged se t t l ement .  McCormick, 
Gouverneur Morris, and Constable were soon s e l l i n g  land i n  about every o f f i c e ,  
tavern and par lo r  i n  New York City.  Vermont pioneers,  Connecticut Yankees and 
Dutch from t h e  Mohawk Valley were soon yoking t h e i r  oxen t o  c a r t s  and heading 
i n t o  the  North Country Wilderness. French emigres were hopefully planning 
a  new empire i n  t h i s  North Country t o  be ruled by Napoleon. Land specu la t ion  
on a  grand s ca l e  spread, se t t l ements  sprang up, surveys es tab l i shed  property 
l i n e s .  The red man had departed.  So had Alexander Macomb. 



THE ANNUAL MEETING 

Bert  J. Rogers, Vice Pres ident  of t he  F i r s t  Nat ional  Bank of Canton and 
Pres ident  of the  S t .  Lawrence County Tuberculosis  and Health Association, was 
e lec ted  Pres ident  of our H i s t o r i c a l  Association,  succeeding Andrew R. Peters ,  
a t  the  annual meeting October 18. M r .  Pe te r s  has served t he  past  two years .  
Mr. Rogers served twenty-five years  a s  the  4-3 Club Agent i n  S t .  Lawrence County, 
and i s  a former r e s iden t  of Wintilrop. 

Other o f f i c e r s  e lec ted  were Mrs. E the l  C.  Olds, Waddington, Waddington Town 
His tor ian,  Vice Pres ident ;  Malcolm A .  Booth, Hammond,re-elected Secretary;  and 
Car l  E. Burns, Lisbon, S t .  Lawrence County Treasurer,  re-elected t r ea su re r .  

Trustees e lec ted  were: Mrs. Doris Planty,  Town His to r ian  of Morristown, t o  
succeed W. Allan Newel1 of Ogdensburg; Mrs. E l l a  R. Lahey, Massena Town His tor ian,  
t o  succeed he r se l f ;  and Mrs. Virgie B. Simons, Rossie, Rossie Town His tor ian,  t o  
succeed he r se l f .  

The speaker a t  the  meeting was Senator Robert C.  McEwen of Ogdensburg, 
Vice-Chairman cf the  J o i n t  Leg is la t ive  Committee on H i s to r i c  S i t e s ,  who addressed 
the  group on the  work of h i s  committee, and the  ways i n  which the  Association 
could p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t he  state-wide h i s t o r y  program. 

A proposed r ev i s ion  of the  Associa t ion 's  Cons t i tu t ion  and By-Laws was re-  
fe r red  back t o  committee a f t e r  being read and discussed.  Members of t he  com- 
mit tee  which presented the  r epo r t  were: D r .  William R. Willoughby, Canton, 
chairman, C a r l t o n  B. Olds, Waddington, and Atwood Manley, Canton. 

The proposed r ev i s ions  would have amended t he  Cons t i tu t ion  t o  make a l l  
a c t i ve  members, e i t h e r  r e s id ing  wi thin  or  outs ide  of S t .  Lawrence County, 
e l i g i b l e  a s  o f f i c e r s  or t r u s t e e s ,  and a l s o  proposed a new schedule of dues. 
A Spec ia l  Committee headed by Treasurer Burns recommended t h a t  the  dues be 
two d o l l a r s  f o r  a s i ng l e  membership, ins tead of one d o l l a r ,  Three d o l l a r s  f o r  
a husband and wife receiving one copy of The Quarterly, Five Dol lars  f o r  a 
sus ta in ing  membership, and F i f t y  Dol lars  f o r  a l i f e  membership. 

I n  re tu rn ing  the  whole r epo r t  back t o  the  Committee on r ev i s ion  t h e  
meeting voted before submitting sa id  amended a r t i c l e s  t he  proposed new Consti- 
t u t i o n  and By-laws be published i n  The Qua r t e r l y  before next y e a r ' s  annual meeting. 

The Treasurer presented a r epo r t  showing r e c e i p t s  of $507, expenses of 
$433.32, leaving a balance on hand of $415.57, including t he  balance ca r r i ed  
from the  previous year.  

The Board of Trustess  met a t  Potsdam December 6 t o  organize f o r  1959, i n  
view of Mew York S t a t e ' s  "Year of History." b o n g  other  items considered by 
t he  Board were the  e l e c t i o n  of Past  Presid5nt Pe te rs  a s  on ex-off ic io  member 
of t he  Board and t he  dec i s ion  t o  publ ish  a one-page newssheet, I1Trustee1s 
Topics," f o r  the  t r u s t e e s  whenever the  Pres ident  d i r e c t s  

WITH NO APOLOGIES 

Due t o  i l l n e s s  D r .  Charles E. Lahey has been unable t o  prepare the  second 
ins ta l lment  The Par i sh  Story,  or "Parishville-A North Country Experiment i n  
Hothouse Settlement." It has been promised f o r  .Lhe next  i s sue .  I l l n e s s  i n  the  
homes of o thers  of The Quar t e r l y  s t a f f  has a l s o  delayed t h i s  i ssue,  and has 
prevented Bet te  Mayhew i n  ge t t i ng  out  the  u sua l  "Cracker Bar re lv  items. 



1959, THE YEAR OF HISTORY 

The Year 1959 has been proclaimed the "Year of Historytv by the Temporary 
State Commission on Historic Observances of the New York State Legislature. 
Senator Ernest Hatfield has been named Chairman: Carl Carmer, Vice Chairman, 
William F. Passannante, Secretary. Early last fall county committees were set 
up in the sixty-two counties of the State for the purpose of conducting the 
celebration. In St. Lawrence Coucty Mrs. Nina Smithers was appointed Chairman; 
Atwood Fanley, Vice Chairman; Leonard Prince, Secretary. Others who have been 
named to the committee are: Bert Rogers, President of the St. Lawrence County 
Historical Associetion; Charles E. Lahey, Potsdam State Teachers College 
Historian; Mrs. Doris Planty, Morristown Town Historian; Bligh Dodds, Collector 
of the Port of Ogdensburg; Malcolm Booth, Secretary of The County Historial 
Association; and Roger Cota of Canton, who is State President cf the Yorker Clubs. 

The Year 1959 marks the 350th year anniversary of when Henry Hudson sailed 
up the river and gave it his name, and Samuel de Chanplain sailed into Lake 
Champlain and did the same. What started as a celebration of these events 
in the Hudson-Chzmplain Valley has spread to the entire State of New York in a 
movement to stimulate and acclerate interest in local history. 

Dr. Albert B. Corey, State Historian, in a statement made at a meeting of 
the Commission at Albany last September said that the 1200 city, county and t ~ w n  
historians and the historical societies of the state were being contacted in an 
effort to focus attention on New York history, particulary local history. 
He stressed the fact that this celebretion should not lest for just a day or two 
and be forgotten. Permanent results such as ~ublications and exhibjts should be 
emphasized. All schools of the state, particulerly on the seventh grade level, 
were urged by Dr. Corey to place attention upon flew York and the local history. 
Josph R. Shaw, President of The Associated Industries of FTew York State said he 
believed we had a magnificent opportunity to do soniething for all our State. In 
as much as we have the most colorful background of all the original thirteen 
colonies, with the possible exception of Massachusetts, we need to inspire our 
people to learn of its traditions. 

St. Lawrence County will have a series of major events and it is hoped 
that each town will arrange some event to commemorate this "Year of History." 
Our Publicity Committee will keep you informed by announcements from time to 
time. Members of the Historical Association, Town and Village historians, 
interested groups everywhere, can make a real success of this by a united effort. 
Lets do our best. - - - - - - - - -  

COMMUNICATION 
Editor The Quarterly: 

The I1Quarterlyn is getting better every issue and it should keep its forward 
progress active and well supplied. You know thet if ide2.s can come from anywhere 
they can come from St. Lawrence County. I know, as I was born two miles from Pope 
Mills. Regards to my old friend from Depeyster - Mrs. Nina Smithers. 

I have a couple of ideas to give to you for possible consideration at the 
next meeting: 

1. A new name is needed for the paper, one that means more thzn the d ~ a b  
"Quarterly." I would suggest a name, which in the history of new country, has 
done as much to stabilize each and every community as any other one item and 
certainly it has been true in St. Lawrence County. The name should be short and 
basic of nature and worth. That title is Millstone." 

The pamphlet should now grow a cover which should change pictures upon each 
publication. The edition should be made perhaps 25% larger to accommodate more 
information from the many town historians. They like to see their items in print. 
It would be a stimulant toward more accurate and voluminous work. There should 
be more picture documentation to impress the reader. This pamphet is precious 
north country history of worth. 

2. In order to finance such a forward step it is necessary to have a decent 
budget balanced by a set standard income and also by a flexible income. I there- 
fore recomend the following: (a) Starting next year - raise the dues to $2.00 



per year.  The Association';;  worth i s  now of muckhigher appra i sa l ,  (b )  
Inaugurate an "Antiques For Sa len  page which i n  no time i s  very l i ~ b l e  t o  
double or t r i p l e  i t s  space. A reasonable r a t e  t o  be chsrged the  adve r t i s e r  
while a l s o  giving a 10% discount t o  dea l e r s  who invar iab ly  would i n s e r t  l a rge r  
ads. Such a page or pages i s  synonymous with the  work of h i s t o r i a n s .  It would 
give an o u t l e t  f o r  s a l e  of many ant iques  which people d e s i r e  t o  t u rn  i n  t o  money. 

Keep t he  good work up, and I hope t o  hear from you as  t o  what a c t i on  was 
taken on these  thoughts. 

Sincerely  yours, 
November 4, 1558 
Rochester 18, N.Y. Chelson E.  Sayer - - - - - - - - - - -  

HISTORICAL OBSERVPFCES FOR 1959 
Prepared by Malcorn Booth 

Ogdensburg: 1809, July 4: Launching of Schooner 'tExperirnent,lt f i r s t  boat  b u i l t  
i n  c i t y .  1809-10: Construction of Par ish  mansion a t  Ogdensburg. 
1859: S h i l l i n g s  & Whitney Brothers bekin lumber bus i ress  a t  
Ogdensburg. 1834: Northern Light changed t o  Times. 1834, Feb. 4: 
S t .  Lawrence County Agr icu l tu ra l  Society formed a t  Ogderisburg. 1784, 
Dec. 1: Bi r th  of Smith S t i l w e l l  i n  Sa-atogz County. 1809, March 22: 
F i r s t  Masonic meeting i n  Ogdensburg. 1809, Sept.  6: Masonic char te r  
obtained. 1809, Nov. 24: Rossel l  g ran t s  bui lding f o r  school f o r  30 
ch i ld ren ,  with Richard Hubbard a s  teacher .  Building was previously 
dest ined t o  be C a p t a h  Cherry 's  bivouac. 1834, April  24: Trustees 
of academy authorized t o  grant  l i c ense s  f o r  f e r r y .  1834, May 22: 
Rent of f e r r y  es tab l i shed  a t  $300 per annum, beginning June 1. 

.. 
1834, Oct. 8: Taylor Lewis appointed f i r s t  p r i nc ipa l  of Ogdensburg 
Academy. 1809, June 30, Organization of F i r s t  Bapt i s t  Church. 1859, 
Apri l  24: Organization of S t .  John the  Bapt i s t  French Cathol ic  
church. 

Canton: 1859-60: S t .  Lawrence Mil ls  constructed on t he  i s l and .  1784, Nov. 22: 
Asa Conkey born i n  Pelham, Mass. 1859: D.N. Jones and H.L. Sackrider 
open hardware s t o r e .  1834, Ju ly :  Luminary of the  North s t a r t e d .  

Potsdam: 1809: Bridge b u i l t  across  Racquette River a t  Potsdam. 1809: Liber ty  
Knowles s e t t l e d  a t  Potsdam. 1834, Nov. 11: F i r s t  r e s iden t  Episcopal 
p r i e s t ,  Rev. Richard Sury. 1859: Erect ion of S t .  Mary's Roman Catholic 
Church. 1809, Feb. 9; S t .  Lawrence Chapter, 24, R.A.M., organized a t  
Massena. 1809, Rug. 5: B i r t h  of Luther S. Owen a t  Burlington, V t .  

Waddington: 1809: F i r s t  r e s iden t  lawyer, Capt. Mathew Myers, admitted t o  bar. 
1834: Ogdens build "quar ter  furnace." 1839: Incorporation of v i l l age  
of Baddington. 1859, Nov. 22: Creation of town of Waddington. 
1859: Two-story school house b u i l t  a t  Waddington. 

Norfolk: 1809: F i r s t  se t t lement  by Eras tus  Hal l .  1834, Apri l  15: Pa r t  of 
Stockholm annexed t o  town. 

Pa r i shv i l l e :  1809: Surveyed by Joseph Crary. 1859, Sept .  4: Free-Will Bapt i s t  
Church organized i n  southyest  p a r t  of town, and churcn b u i l t  l a t e r  
i n  year a t  co s t  of $2,000. ~859-60: Parsonage of Methodist Church 
b u i l t .  1809, Aug. 9: B i r t h  of David Daggert i n  Cornwall, V t .  

Gouverneur: 1809: Joseph Bolton c leared 80 acres  a t  Natural  Dam, and Isaac  
Austin e r e c t s  a  saw-nil1 and g r i s t -mi l l  f o r  Gouverneur Morris. 
1809: F i r s t  merchant, John Brown, opened s t o r e  a t  e a s t  end of bridge.  
1834, April :  Gouverneur Wesleyan Seminary opened a s  Gouverneur 
High School. 1859: Bapt i s t  Church a t  North Gouverneur reorganized. 
1809: Log schoolhouse b u i l t .  S i l a s  Brooks of Antwerp begins teaching,  
but becomes homesick the  f i r s t  week. 1859, Jan. 29: Incorporat ion of 
Gouverneur Agr icu l tu ra l  & Mechanic Socie ty .  



Dekalb: 1809: Jonathan Haskins of Richvi l l e  and Solomon Rich receive  l i c ense s  
f o r  keeping taverns .  1809: Penalty of $1 voted f o r  allowing Canadian 
t h i s t l e s  go t o  seed. 1859: Construction of F i r s t  Congregational Church 
a t  Richv i l l e  f o r  $2,500. 1859: Construction cf Eelsh Congregational 
Church near Richvi l l e  f o r  $550. 1859: Construction of Kendrew 
Methodist Church f o r  $1,000. 

Morristown: 1884, Apri l  1: Morristown Vil lage incorporated.  1859 : Building of 
Union Church a t  Br ier  H i l l .  1859, Feb. 14: Organization of F i r s t  
Universa l i s t  Church e t  Br ier  H i l l .  Church erected f o r  $1,250. 

Fowler: 1809: Hailesboro grist-mi71 car r ied  away by f lood.  

Hammond: 1834, Apri l  19: Commissioners appointed t o  open a road from the  Clayton- 
Lyme town l i n e  t o  t he  Chippewa Bay-Ogdensbtlrg roa2, through French 
Creek, Alexandria Eay, and Hammond. 

Stockholm: 1809: F i r s t  school d i s t r i c t  organized. 

Louisv i l l e :  1309: F i r s t  marriage performed i n  town. 1834: Gr i s t  m i l l  e rected 
a t  Chase's X i l l s .  

Massena: 1809: Yolf bounty of $3 voted. 1859: Massena Bapt i s t  Church b u i l t .  
1834, Sept.  4: Second Congregational Church formed. 1809, April :  
b i r t h  of William G .  Barnhart,  Jr., on Barnhart Is land.  

Brasher: 1809, March 18: Ph i l i p  Brasher acquires  t i t l e  t o  western t h i r d  of town. 
1859, March 7: Incorporat ion of Methodist Church a t  Brasher I ron  Works, 
followed by cons t ruc t ion  of $1,600 church during t he  year.  1834: 
Joseph M e r r i l l  opened s t o r e  a t  Brasher F a l l s .  

Lawrence: 1809: Ephraim Nart in  bu i lds  sawmill a t  Lawrenceville. 

Russell :  1809, March 27: Reuben Ashman e lec ted  supervisor  i n  spec i a l  meeting t o  
succeed Russel l  Attwater. 1809: $250 r a i s ed  f o r  support of the  poor. 
1809: $250 ra i sed  f o r  support of the  schools. 1809, Feb. 24: Passage 
of a c t  allowing the  governor t o  order 500 stand of arms i n  such place 
i n  st. Lawrence County a s  he should s e l e c t .  1809, ~ u l y  15: Organization 
of Russel l  Bapt i s t  Church. 

Hermon: 1809, March: Thomas Tanner s e t t l e s  i n  town. 1859: Hermon Chr i s t i an  Church 
b u i l t  a t  Marshvil le.  1834, Feb. 28: Town of Depeau changed t o  Hermon. 

Edwards: 1859; Ju ly  6: Wildwood Lodge, F. & A.M., organized. 

Fine:. March 28:~masa I. Brown begins f i r s t  permanent se t t lement .  

St. Lawrence Co~!nty Historical Association 
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PARISHVILLE - A NORTH COUNTRY EXPERIMENT I N  

HOTHOUSE SETTLEMENT 
By D r .  Charles W. Lahey 

-------- 
Second and Last Ins ta l lment  ---- ---* 

In  1812 Par ish  had new plans f o r  the  development of Pa r i shv i l l e .  E a r l i e r  
he had maintained t h a t  the  American frontiersman required only a minimum of 
improvements, roads, and m i l l s ,  t o  a t t r a c t  him t o  t he  area .  Now i n  1812, a f t e r  
v i s i t i n g  the  township f o r  the  f i r s t  time, he projected developments i n  the  
I1hothousen t r a d i t i o n  of Charles Williamson of the  Pultney Tract .  This included 
the  cons t ruc t ion  of an e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  on t he  S t .  Regis River. 

Par i sh  had always prized t h i s  a rea  a s  h i s  most valuable purchase and h i s  
i nves t i ga t i on  i n  1812 confirmed t h i s  view. The n a t u r a l  advantages and beauty 
of P a r i s h v i l l e  prompted him t o  exclaim t h a t  he would cons t ruc t  a country house 
or manor f o r  himself a t  Allan F a l l s ,  one of the  t r u l y  scenic  spo ts  of S t .  Lawrence 
County, two miles nor th  of the  v i l l age .  

He agreed with Daniel Hoard t h a t  Rosseel had se lec ted  the  most advantageous 
spot  f o r  the  v i l l a g e  a t  t he  high f a l l s  of t he  S t .  Regis River and noted t h a t  it 
had a l ready  become a t r anspo r t a t i on  center  a s  roads rad ia ted  out t o  t he  neighbor-' 
ing townships. He a l s o  sensed t h a t  the  S t .  Lawrence Turnpike divided the  town- 
s h i p  i n t o  two d i s t i n c t  regions which would d e f i n i t e l y  a f f e c t  se t t lement .  The S t .  
Lawrence lowland merged gent ly  with the  Adirondack f o o t h i l l s  i n  t he  a rea  north- 
west of the  turnpike while the  more rugged f o o t h i l l s  dominated t he  s ec t i on  south- 
e a s t  of the  road. He planned t o  develop the  nor thern s ec t i on  i n t o  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  
region and reserve the  southern por t ion a s  a f o r e s t  and hunting preserve. 

Par ish ,  t o r n  between the  grandeur of h i s  own planning and h i s  business acumen, 
decided t o  proceed with h i s  plans even though P a r i s h v i l l e  was a p o t e n t i a l  war 
t hea t e r .  American troops had t o  u t i l i z e  the  S t .  Lawrence Turnpike i n  passing from 
Pla t t sburg  t o  Sacket ts  Harbor, the  two main nor thern American bases. This i n  it- 
s e l f  would cause a g r ea t  d e a l  of congestion and a l s o  i n v i t e  a B r i t i s h  invasion. 

To f a c i l i t a t e  operat ions  he placed Daniel Hoard i n  complete charge of Parish- 
v i l l e  and only required him t o  f i l e  monthly r epo r t s  of h i s  const ruct ion disburse- 
ments and year ly  r epo r t s  of the  land agency with Rosseel i n  Ogdensburg. Par i sh  
urged Hoard t o  s t a r t  t he  cons t ruc t ion  work a s  soon a s  he could secure the  necessary 
labor  and mate r ia l s  and emphasized t h a t  Hoard should concentrate on the  v i l l a g e  
p ro jec t s .  Once erected,  he assured h i s  agent t h a t  s e t t l e r s  would be a t t r a c t e d  i n  
g r ea t  numbers. - 

The inexperienced Hoard s t ruggled f o r  the  next th ree  years const ruct ing the  
v i l l a g e .  I n  s p i t e  of war he miraculonsly secured s k i l l e d  he lp  and mate r ia l s  and 
commenced operat ions  i n  the  f a l l  of 1812. He soon r an  i n t o  complications when 
he s t a r t e d  t o  haul  the  mate r ia l s  i n t o  Pa r i shv i l l e .  The suppl ies  had t o  pass over 
the  same roads u t i l i z e d  by American troops.  The army usua l ly  respected p r iva t e  
property but  f requent ly  "pressedn the  horses and veh ic les  i n t o  se rv ice  and then 
dumped the  mate r ia l s  by the  wayside. I n  t he  spr ing of 1813 Hoard located q u a n t i t i e s  
of it along the  roads but it was mid-summer before a l l  of it was hauled t o  the  
v i l l a g e .  The prac t ice  of "pressingn horses became so acute  t h a t  Hoard suggested 
t h a t  they should s u b s t i t u t e  oxen f o r  horses.  




