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HISTORIAN I N  NEM QUARTERS 

Here i s  Mrs. Nina Smithers, our 
County His to r i an ,  seated a t  her  desk 
i n  the  new County H i s t o r i c a l  Centre 
o f f i c e ,  loca ted  i n  the  s e v e r a l  s u i t e s  
of county o f f i c e s  i n  the  basement of 
t h e  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  County Cle rk ' s  
o f f i c e ;  reached e i t h e r  through t h e  
Clerk ' s  Off ice  ent rance  or more e a s i l y  
by the  d i r e c t ,  ou t s ide ,  entrance which 
opens from t h e  parking l o t  a t  t h e  
r e a r  of t h e  Court House. 

This new County H i s t o r i c a l  headquarters  marks a milestone.  Would t h a t  
the  l a t e  Otto Hamele, t h e  f i r s t  ~ o d n t y  His tor ian ,  could see t h i s ,  h i s  
drerm come t r u e .  AdJoining the  H i s t o r i a n ' s  Off ice i s  a l a r g e  recep t ion  
and d i s p l a y  room, a s  t h e  photos above p a r t i a l l y  i n d i c a t e .  Here Mrs. 
Smithers has  a l ready loca ted  some choice ant iques ,  some of the  d i s p l a y  
cases  with t h e i r  a r t i f a c t s .  The Board of Supervisors  have provided 
generously f o r  t h i s  f i n e  s t a r t  i n  f u t u r e  development of t h i s  work. 
This c e n t r e  w i l l  grow i n  i t s  value t o  those seeking information, and 
i n  doing research.  The f i l e s  and indexes a l ready here a r e  but  a s t a r t .  
From t h i s  cen t re  h i s t o r i c a l  work will r a d i a t e  out  over t h e  county. 



.. .- -- - 
- -- / 

/ 
- - --- - 

/- 

i- -- ,- - 
-- -- - 

-_. ----. , " / 
/ 

/ / 3 E A T  F t 4  THL J4W / r r / L ~  

.? f L 4:'T '%4 T t / E  C.1 *I 

2 2 r; /~-h. . ' i  piLLCrE, i 'C36 FROM T*.E F / L f f i  

4 ~ r . 4 7  FOR A G n / , s r  A ' / L ,  

5 T vz .- 2,  - ~-2: 
I I 6 A . * E , C J  C r f - q S W  / V  7 - d ~  . Q ~ - . + I J  

7 L. /- LALL. P L O T  ( A B O U T  / 0 0  AC/IEA) 

e RG4D TC , H ~ - ~ ~ . . L : ~ ' L + . V .  

2 . L O A D  7-d F C - d = A M  

J o u ~ c ~ :  F\'05~ft  L T i  PARISH, f E B  I*, /&lo, PARISH R C . V . ~ E . ~ ~  ~ L ~ - ~ . T / W  

- -. -- 

PARISHVILLE -- A NORTH COUNTRY EXPERIXENT IN H3THOUSE 

By Dr. Charles W. Lahey, PhD., Assistant Pro- 
fessor of History, University of the 
State of New York Teachers College at 

Potsdam, N.Y. 

On November 11, 1809, David Parish instructed Joseph Rosseel 
to visit Parishville at his earliest convenience. "You probably 
,can give me such information.....that will guide me in giving the 
necessary directions for the erection of mills or commencing other 
improvements on these lands, which I consider the most valuable of 
the purchases I have lately made, especially that part of the town ... which borders on Potsdam and St~ckholm.~ 

Parish, scion of the wealthy Parish family of Hamburg, Germany, 
had purchased 1 9,688 acres of land in St. Lawrence and Jefferson 3 counties in 180 . Before purchasing, Joseph Rosseel, a Belgian 
refugee, had explored all of these lands with the exception of 
Parishville. Now Parish desired more exact information before 
developing this new township. 

Parish requested James LeRay to forward a copy of Benjamin 
Wright's survey of Parishville to Rosseel. The survey described 



t h e  nor thern  por t ion  of P a r i s h v i l l e  a s  containing e x c e l l e n t  s o i l  
but  t h e  southern por t ion  a s  very rocky and h i l l y .  A f i n e  stand of 
elm, bass,  maple and white ash covered t h e  e n t i r e  a rea ,  Two ex- 
c e l l e n t  s t r e a m ,  S t .  Regis and Racquette Rivers, provided e x c e l l e n t  
m i l l  s i t e s .  

When Rosseel read t h i s  r e p o r t  he predicted t h a t  P a r i s h v i l l e  had 
a b r i g h t  fu tu re .  He noted t h a t  the  township was loca ted  i n  a s e c t i o n  
of t h e  county t h a t  was s e t t l i n g  rap id ly .  The neighboring townships 
of Hopkinton, Dewitt, Potsdam, and Stockholm were growing s t e a d i l y .  
With i t s  n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  and loca t ion ,  Rosseel maintained t h a t  Parish- 
v i l l e  should become a t h r i v i n g  township. The survey a l s o  exci ted  
Par ish  and, with a view toward opening se t t lement ,  he appointed Daniel 
Hoard a s  sub-agent f o r  t h e  township and s e n t  him t o  explore t h e  area .  

Hoard spent  about two months i n  explora t ion .  He c u t  a pa th  
from Potsdam t o  the  high f a l l s  of t h e  S t ,  Regis River,  e rec ted  a 
crude log  s h e l t e r ,  and chopped four  ac res  i n  prepara t ion  f o r  burning 
them of f  i n  t h e  sp r ing ,  He a l s o  v i s i t e d  t h e  neighboring townships 
and t h e  s teady access ion  of s e t t l e r s  impressed him, Reporting t o  
Rosseel, he s t a t e d  t h a t  many people were contemplating taking up 
land t h e  following year (1810) and i f  war could be avoided, "we 
sha.11 go on with the  set.tlement ... w i t h  amazing rapid i ty ."  

Rossee l t s  enthusiasm f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t  now began t o  soar even 
though Benjamin Raymond, t h e  Clarkson agent i n  Potsdam, warned him 
not  t o  be over-opt imist ic .  Raymond asse r t ed  t h a t  m i l l s  were un- 
p r o f i t a b l e  i n  a new country and t h a t  he had made no p r o f i t  t he  f i r s t  
s i x  years  but  had l o s t  $170 merely keeping t h e  m i l l s  i n  r e p a i r ,  
Rosseel observed t h a t  " t h i s  may have been t h e  case when t h e  se t t lement  
of t h i s  new country was i n  i t s  infancy. But s i n c e  i t s  g rea t  i m -  
provement Raymond's hypothesis  f a l l s  through t h e  s i eve .  How un- 
app l i cab le  t o  t h e  present  t imes it be." Rosseel s a i d  t h a t  such 
observat ions a s  t h i s  perverted t h e  minds of t h e  people. 

Par i sh  reac ted  t o  Hoard's r e p o r t  with g r e a t  d ispa tch ,  He ordered 
Rosseel t o  v i s i t  t h e  same area  and s e l e c t  a s i t e  f o r  a v i l l a g e ,  
emphasizing t h e  importance of m i l l  s i t e s ,  and make recommendations 
f o r  roads.  

Accordingly, i n  February, 1810, Rosseel made h i s  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  
P a r i s h v i l l e .  He followed t h e  path from Potsdam t o  t h e  S t .  Regis 
0 p e n e d . b ~  Hoard, He described the  f i rs t  four  miles  of land between 
Potsdam and ParishviSSe a s  " r e a l l y  a s  handsome and well-timbered a s  
any I ever saw." The f i f t h  mile was r a t h e r  low and wet but  i n t e r -  
spersed with a considerable  amount of dry land. "The 6 t h  and 7 t h  
mi les  are covered with high, s tbep  h i l l s  i n  which t h e r e  were t o  be 
seen n e i t h e r  Ledges nor Rocks but  f i n e  timber announcing a Deep, 
f e r t i l e  s o i l  . . . which I take  t o  be b e s t  ca lcu la ted  f o r  grass." 
The scene about t h e  f a l l s  of t h e  S t ,  Regis r e a l l y  impressed Rosseel. 
"About t h e  f a l l s ,  a scene t r u l y  romantic presents  i t s e l f  t o  be t h e  
view, while t h e  Deep chasm i n  t h e  rocks commanding t h e  narrow 
passage of the  r i v e r  a l i t t l e  below i t s  f a l l s ,  o f f e r  a g r e a t  n a t u r a l  
c u r i o s i t y .  I am q u i t e  de l ighted  with t h e  land and S i t u a t i o n  which 
both more than  answered my expectation." 



Rosseel sketched a map des ignd ing  the  improvements t o  be 
made and dispatched it t o  Parish, He pointed out t h a t  the  road 
Hoard had cut  from Potsdam was passable but a great  deal  of work 1 

would be necessary t o  put it i n t o  condition f o r  wagons. The ground 
around the  proposed m i l l  s i t e s  and on the  approaches t o  the bridge 
would have t o  be leveled. Since the snow was deep a t  the  time, it 
was impossible t o  secure an accurate and complete p ic ture  of the  
area.  The f a l l s  were encumbered with i ce ,  making it d i f f i c u l t  t o  
determine the  course of the  r i v e r  but Rosseel announced t h a t  they 
l e f t  nothing t o  be desired.  There were about 100 acres  along the  
Potsdam road which should serve very well as  a v i l l age  p lo t ,  On 
the  bas i s  of t h i s  repor t ,  Parish urged Rosseel t o  s t a r t  clearing the  
v i l l a g e  s i t e ,  improve the  roads, s t a r t  construct ing a sawmill and 
c l ea r  a few farms f o r  prospective s e t t l e r s .  

I n  the  meantime Parish along w i t h  James LeRay, William 
Constable and other  land owners, recognized t h a t  the  construct ion 
of a road through the i n t e r i o r  of .St. Lawrence County would be 
necessary t o  open up and promote the  s a l e  and colonizat ion of t h e i r  
holdings. These men became ac t ive  promoters of a turnpike from 
Carthage t o  Malone running through t h e i r  lands. This would connect 
with the  Chateaugay Road, the  main route from Lake Champlain t o  
Malone, and the  main road from the  south from Utica t o  Carthage. 
Through t h e i r  un t i r ing  e f f o r t s  29 prominent land owners pet i t ioned 
the  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  the incorporation of the  S t .  Lawrence 
Turnpike. 

The ac t  of incorporation s ta ted  t h a t  the  turnpike should 
run from Long F a l l s  (Carthage) t o  Malone passing through Township 
I1 (Fowler) i n  Great Tract I11 of Macornb1s Purchase and Township 13 
(Par i shv i l l e )  of Great Tract 11. 

The propr ie tors  of the  land through which the  road passed 
became stockholders i n  the  company i n  proportion t o  the dis tance  
the  turnpike traversed through t h e i r  lands a t  the  r a t e  of one share 
f o r  each s ix teenth  of a mile. They could pay fo r  these shares i n  
cash or i n  land adjacent t o  the  turnpike a t  two d o l l a r s  per acre.  

The ac t ,  moreover, made Richard Harison, Daniel McCormick, 
Thomas L. Ogden, David Parish, Hezekiah B. Pierrepont,  AbiJah 
Hammond, Russell  Atwater, Samuel Boyd, Moss Kent, and Theodosius 
Fowler, the  company's board of d i r ec to r s  and James LeRay i t s  
president.  

The d i r ec to r s  took possession of the  authorized land and 
i n i t i a t e d  work i n  1810. The land taken could not exceed s i x  rods 
i n  width. Workers cleared four rods of t h i s  of timber and 20 
fee tof  it was level led  and faced with earth,  r i s i n g  i n  the  middle 
by a gradual arch, so a s  t o  form an even surface. Where the grouud 
was s o f t ,  the  road was bedded with stone, gravel,  sound wood, or 
other  hard substance so a s  t o  secure a f i r m  and so l id  foundation. 

It would take th ree  years t o  construct  the  road and when it 
was done it ac tua l ly  s t a r t ed  f i v e  and a half  miles north of Carthage 
and was completed only as  f a r  a s  Bangor, near Malone. The road, 



however, would run through the v i l lage  of Par ishvi l le  and provide 
it w i t h  a through route, north and south. 

While Parish concerned himself w i t h  the turnpike, Hoard went 
t o  Vermont t o  engage a working party and do some recrui t ing on 
the side. He returned i n  March, 1810, accompanied by Nathan Whitmore, 
Isaac Sawyer, Hartwell Shattuck and Luke Brown of Springfield, 
Vermont and Levi Sawyer of Massachusetts. Rosseel, meanwhile, had 
hired Isaac and Ezra Barnes from Oneida, New York, t o  construct the 
sawmill and Sewell Raymond of Potsdam and Elisha Risdon of Hopkinton 
t o  do the surveying. 

Since Parish himself d i d  not v i s i t  the area u n t i l  1812 and 
Rosseel's varied in te res t s  prevented more than nominal supervision, 
Hoard, as  resident agent, supervised a l l  developments. 

He immediately put h i s  men t o  work cutt ing out and improving 
the road t o  Potsdam. A s  soon as t h i s  was completed he hauled i n  
equipment fo r  the sawmill and then the Barnes brothers commenced 
work on the m i l l .  The surveyors, meanwhile, l a id  out vi l lage and 
r u r a l  l o t s ,  and the workers moved i n  and s ta r ted  clearing the timber. 

Parish, a f t e r  closely questioning Rosseel about these develop- 
ments a t  a conference i n  Philadelphia i n  May, 1810, expressed h i s  
sa t i s fac t ion .  He stated tha t  the primary oblective was preparing 
the area for  settlement and not to  be too concerned about the number 
of s e t t l e r s .  However, he d i d  caution Rosseel about se l l ing  land 
i n  Par ishvi l le  u n t i l  the exact route of the S t .  Lawrence Turnpike 
had been established. People would be anxious t o  s e t t l e  along t h i s  
road and consequently the value of such l o t s  would increase. Unt i l  
the construction of the turnpike s e t t l e r s  should be encouraged t o  
s e t t l e  along the Potsdam road. He realized tha t  it would be d i f f i c u l t  
t o  force them t o  do so but merely gave Rosseel the h in t  tha t  he 
mightlbe possessed of h i s  (Parish 's)  views although I s h a l l  not be 
disappointed i f  they are not executedetl 

During the remainder of 1810 Hoard pushed the work i n  Parishvil lc 
The Barneses worked slowly but methodically and raised the sawmill 
i n  August, completed the flume i n  Septemher, and erected the dam 
by October. Hoard opened a road from the v i l lage  north t o  Stockholm, 
f ive  miles, which gave him access t o  the St .  Lawrence River through 
the se t t l ed  townships of Norfolk and Louisville. He announced t h a t  
t h i s  road ran over good land and should a t t r a c t  s e t t l e r s .  A s  soon 
as the St .  Lawrence Turnpike had been surveyed, Rosseel ordered 
Hoard t o  lay out 200 acre farms on both sides of the road. 

With the advent of winter the working par t ies  departed f o r  
home. By then the sawmill was equipped and running, two acres of 
land had been cleared and eight more chopped and ready for  burning 
i n  the spring. Roads, passable for  teams, had been opened from 
Parishvi l le  t o  Potsdam and Stockholm and a foot  path had been surveyed 
and cut out along the proposed route of the S t .  Lawrence Turnpike 
from Parishvi l le  vi l lage north t o  Hopkinton. Rosseel f e l t  t h a t  
a g r i s tmi l l  should be constructed a t  once i n  order t o  a t t r a c t  
s e t t l e r s  but Parish reminded him tha t  the f i rs t  couple of years 



should be devoted t o  preparing fo r  settlement, not securing 
s e t t l e r s .  

Hoard, nevertheless had issued contracts t o  17 prospective 
s e t t l e r s  by the end of 1810. The terms of these contracts were 
the same as those developed i n  Antwerp. Unimproved land sold 
fo r  four dol la rs  an acre. Hoard deferred the f i r s t  payment fo r  
two years and required three payments i n  three successive years. 

Much t o  Rosseelts disappointment nine of the or ig ina l  
contractors fa i led  t o  re turn i n  the spring t o  develop t h e i r  
purchase. However, he reported t h a t  as many more had come on t o  
replace them. By the end of 1811 31 sales  of land had been made, 
However, some of these people never returned t o  work the i r  l o t s  and 
18 others never paid anything on t h e i r  contracts.  John Tyrell 's  
purchase was typical .  He bought 102 acres on May 1, 1810 a t  $4 
an acre. Tyrell  f a i l ed  t o  make any payments on the principal  or 
in t e res t .  He owed $534.80 when he gave up the contract i n  1814. Only 
13 of the or ig ina l  31 s e t t l e r s  made payments on t h e i r  contracts 
and became permanent s e t t l e r s .  

"EMPORIUMn WAS THE WORD FOR LUMBERING 

Jeanne Reynolds, Historian 
Town of Cl i f ton 

Ask anyone i n  Cranberry Lake today, especially an old timer, 
"What about lumbering around these par ts  i n  the es r ly  1900ts?" 
Invariably h i s  reply would be:..."Lumbering? Why t ha t  was the 
flEmporium.tt Such was my question, and such was the reply, so I 
s e t  about the task of finding the why's  and wherefores of 
"Emporium." The notes which follow were given me by George W. 
Sykes, President and Gsneral Superintendent of the Emporium 
Forestry Company, t e l l s  the t a l e  f a r , b e t t e r  than I: 

The Emporium Forestry Company in te res t s  began acquiring 
timberlands i n  St .  Lawrence County about 1905, and by 1906 owned 
some nearby lands north of Cranberry Lake, Town of Clif ton,  The 
l a t e  Frank A. Augsbury, Sr ,  was connected with the High Fa l l s  
Paper M i l l  a t  Pyri tes,  and was i n  charge of woods operations 
north of Cranberry Lake vi l lage.  It i s  believed tha t  the 
Augsbury brothers had pulpwood operations i n  t h i s  v ic in i ty  about 
tha t  time, 

The Emporium Forestry Company b u i l t  what l a t e r  became the 
Grasse River Railroad, from Childwold Stat ion westward about 
eleven miles t o  Brandy Brook Junction (four miles eas t  of Cranberry 
Lake), and s ta r ted  t h e i r  m i l l  a t  Conifer i n  the year 1911. Ear l ier  
than tha t ,  the Emporium Company d i d  some lumbering near Cranberry 
Lake, By 1910 Emporium owned and operated the famous Itcranberry 
Lake Inn," (perhaps be t te r  remembered as  "Bishop's Old Log Hotel." 
Ear l ier  operations i n  the v ic in i ty  of Cranberry Lake included the 
m i l l  of Bisse l l  brothers. Messrs. Dana and Brahm Bisse l l  had a 



saw m i l l  i n  t h e  peninsula extending i n t o  Cranberry Lake near  t h e  
present  Evergreen Hotel, and it i s  bel ieved t h a t  t h e  B i s s e l l s  b u i l t  
t h e  present  "Company Barnft on M i l l  S t r e e t .  

Another e a r l i e r  sawmill ope ra t ion  was t h e  Abbott Company, 
owned by Judge Vasco P. Abbott of Gouverneur. Their m i l l  was near t h e  
present  pump house on S i l v e r  Lake. ( S i l v e r  Lake i s  a love ly  ever- 
green f r inged pond ac ross  t h e  Route 3 highway from, and wi th in  easy 
view of ,  b e a u t i f u l  Cranberry Lake.) It was on t h i s  pond t h a t  t h e  
Emporium Company's m i l l  stood. The Grasse River Railroad was extended 
i n t o  Cranberry Lake Vi l lage  about 1913. The Company's Cranberry Lake 
M i l l  was b u i l t  and s t a r t e d  opera t ing  i n  1917 and ceased opera t ions  
i n  Apri l  1927. P a r t  of t h e  Emporium log  supply came from various 
t r a c t s  purchased from I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Paper Company around Cranberry 
Lake . 

Logs from t h e  Northwesterly p a r t s  of the  Edgar .Tract  i n  t h e  
a r e a s  t r i b u t a r y  t o  Brandy Brook, N.%. quar te r  of Oakham, were hauled 
by t r a c t o r  t r e i n s  t o  t h e  Cranberry Lake m i l l  i n  t h e  1920's. Later ,  
i n  t h e  winter  of 1931-32, logs  from t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of t h i s  t r a c t ,  
East  Creek, were hauled by t r a c t o r  t r a i n s  t o  Grasse River Club 
S t a t i o n  and from t h e r e  t o  Conifer by r a i l .  Logs from t h e  n o r t h e r l y  
p a r t  of the  Usher Tract ,  south of Cranberry Lake, and some from 
t h e  Webster Tract ,  west of Cranberry Lake, were loaded on softwood 
f l o a t s ,  made of boom s t i c k s ,  and towed t o  a r a i l r o a d  t r e s t l e  ex- 
tending i n t o  t h e  Lake, northwest of t h e  s t o r e  ( p r e s e n t l y  Shag's 
S t o r e ) ,  and t h e r e  these  logs  were loaded on log c a r s  and went 
mostly t o  Conifer,  a s  these  were a l l  hardwood logs.  

The Emporium woods opera t ions  continued from p r i o r  t o  1911 
through 1945, when i t s  l a r g e s t  remaining timber a r e a s  were so ld  t o  
The Draper Corporation, which now has a  bobbin p lan t  and saw m i l l  a t  
Tupper Lake. Emporium's opera t ions  were spread over 100,000 a c r e s  
of lands extending from about the  cen te r  of S t .  Lawrence County i n  
t h e  Town of Clare  sou theas te r ly  beyond Cranberry Lake and Conifer 
t o  t h e  sou theas te r ly  p a r t  of t h e  County. Cranberry Lake was t h e  
Woods Department headquarters  from 1916 i n t o  t h e  l94OVs,  and was t h e  
center  of i t s  logging r a i l r o a d  opera t ions .  With t h e  s i x t e e n  miles 
of Grasse River Railroad main l i n e ,  t h e  Emporium b u i l t  j u s t  under 
100 miles of stzndard guage r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  l a r g e l y  logging r a i l -  
roads or  tram roads,  t h e  longes t  being t h e  n o r t h  tram extending 
from Cranberry Lake i n t o  the  Northwesterly p a r t  of Clare  which in-  
cluded a  t o t a l  of over t h i r t y  miles of t r a c k  wi th  i t s  various branches. 
Another nearby log tram road was the  Brandy Brook l i n e  extending 
from Brandy Brook Junct ion  over t o  Brandy Brook water shed, t h e  
f i r s t  mile of which was on the  l o c a t i o n  now used by New York S t a t e  
Highway No. 3, southwester ly from Brandy Brook Junct ion.  

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Paper Company had l a r g e  pulpwood opera t ions  
around Cranberry Lake. Much of i t s  wood i n  e a r l i e r  years  was towed 
down by Hart LaFountain and s lu iced  through t h e  dam i n t o  t h e  
Oswegatchie River, from which it was jacked out  and loaded on 
r a i l r o a d  c a r s  a t  Newton F a l l s  and shipped t o  t h e  m i l l s  t h e  I n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  then  had i n  t h e  Watertown d i s t r i c t .  Among I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
jobbers t h e r e  were Oliva Proulx and George Bushey of Tupper Lake, 



_and Warren Guinup. The last two years of International's operations, 
1930-31, the pulpwood was towed to Cranberry Lake by John E. Johnston 
of Port Leyden. He had a jack mill and conveyors by which the wood 
was loaded into open top rack cars and shipped over the Grasse River 
and New York Central railroads to its Piercefield mill. Through 
several years in the 1920's and in the 1930-31's Emporium delivered 
a lot of pulpwood into the lake from cars and this wood was sluiced 
through the dam at the foot of Cranberry Lake, driven down the 
Oswegatchie River, and so to the Newton Falls paper mill. 

Among various men who had to do with woods operations around 
Cranberry Lake still living are: A. M. Ross, Vice President of 
the Newton Falls Paper Kill, W. W. Kellogg, Adams Center, who was 
former Woods Superintendent of Newton Falls Paper Mill, years ago; 
Jack Dillon, Newton Falls. The late Hon. B. H. Snell of Potsdam, 
had operations north of Cranberry Lake and Emporium purchased 
considerable timberlands from I!&. Snell. Of Emporium's moods 
Department still living are Chester W. Sykes, E l m i r a ,  Woods Super- 
intendent; Pat McKenney and William Ressler, Cranberry Lake; V. E. 
Noelk, Conifer; John W. Stock and Robert Windsor, Foresters; Tupper 
Lake, and Fred E. Hamilton, Galeton, Pennsylvania, Chief Clerk 
of the woods department; A. L. Owen, Crznberry Lake, was Super- 
intendent of the Cranberry Lake Mill. One of the most outstanding 
men both in forestry and in lumbering here from 1920 until his 
untimely death in 1934 was Harry VanHorn, the company's Forester 
and Logging Engineer. 

No account of Emporiumls lumbering operations is complete 
without mention of the years of pioneering work in cruising timber 
lands and in negotiating the purchase that was done by the company's 
president, the late W. L. Sykes, his son and assistant, W. Clyde 
Sykes, and his principal partner and general superintendent, the 
late William Caflisch; also Frank P. Sykes, the company's first 
woods superintendent, a cousin of W. L. Sykes. 

G. W. Sykes 

P.S. This is only an account of operations and the men who 
worked them. To go into the lives and experiences of the men 
themselves, the hardships they suffered, and the miracles they 
accomplished, would be a whole new story, a story of the original 
folklore of the nneck of the woodsn around Cranberry Lake. 

J.S.R. 

P.S.S. Then there was Old John Caflisch as well, said to 
be one of the knowingest lumbermen ever to set foot in St. Lawrence 
County. He was killed in one of the worst train wrecks on record 
about fifty years ago. The Emporium people came from down 
Pennsylvania way. 



EZACOMB'S WORST TRAGEDY 

by India Murton, Historian of Macomb 

Macomb has always been a town of farmers. Years ago some 
lumbering was done, and there were many mines, but these were 
closed down before 1870, leaving farming as the main occupation, 
but Macomb did have a tragedy, though rather  sorrowful. It happened 
92 years ago, and i s  worth t e l l ing .  

"Here l i e s  the remains of 
Robert Forsyth age 47 years 
of Charlotte h i s  wife age 46 yrs. 
Jane, t h e i r  daughter age 18 y r s .  
Mary J. t h e i r  grandaughter age 4 yrs. 

who perished by the burning of h i s  house i n  Macomb on the night of 
the 16 of Janly, 1865, together with John John Johnson and Pleasant 
h i s  wife, parents of Mrs. Forsyth, leaving no one and nothing t o  
explain the mystery of the burning and deaths." 

This i s  the inscr ipt ion on a s lab of granite marking one 
grave i n  Macomb, f i r s t  cemetery near Oldsville. 

On t h i s  day January 16, 1865, M r .  Forsyth had taken a large 
f lock of sheep t o  Ogdensbury t o  s e l l ,  for  which he received more 
money than was usually had by farmers of tha t  time. Some reported 
it was $400.00. He returned home very l a t e ,  M r .  and Mrs. Johnson, 
who l ived i n  Depeyster, were v i s i t ing  them, as a l so  was t h e i r  
grandaughter . 

The next morning a neighbor passing by saw the ashes where 
a house had been the night before. He was the f i r s t  t o  know of 
the f i r e  and deaths. It was known tha t  M r .  Forsyth had sold h i s  
sheep, so foul  play was suspected. Footprints were looked for  
but nothing was found t o  furnish any clue t o  the d isas te r .  

The remains of the s i x  bodies were kept fo r  a week, awaiting 
burial ,  i n  hopes tha t  something might be learned. Then they were 
buried i n  one casket, and thus the one grzve with the single marker. 

The deaths and f i r e  remained a mystery f o r  nineteen years, 
when I n  Iowa, a dying man, t o  ease h i s  conscience, confessed t o  the 
crime. He told tha t  he had a partner, who died soon a f t e r .  They 
had seen M r .  Forsyth get the money and followed him t o  rob h i m  of it. 
But it hadn't been so easy, as Mr. Forsyth fought t o  keep it, and 
s o  they ki l led him, and se t  f i r e  t o  the house t o  destroy the evidence, 
and i n  doing so, caused the deaths of the other f ive  people. What 
was thought t o  be the body of Forsyth was found part ly under the 
kitchen stove. It was thought tha t  was where he had f a l l e n  when 
struck down. This house was across the county road from where the 
Hyde School House use t o  be, the c e l l a r  and ce l l a r  way s t i l l  show 
plain where it was. 



In  an old Bible  of  one John Johnson, son of John and 
Pleasant ,  and grandfather  of Wm. Johnson, appear t h i s  obi tuary,  
w r i t t e n  by the  min i s t e r  of t h e i r  Church: 

"Mr. and Mrs. John Johnson, who perished i n  t h e  dwelling house 
of Robert Forsyth which was consumed by f i r e  on Jan. 16, 1865, i n  
h i s  78 yr.  and 82d of he r  age, came from Carbrock, Norfolk County, 
Fagland over 30 years  s ince .  They had been married 53 years ,  leave  
f i v e  chi ldren ,  and a g r e a t  many grandchi ldren.  They were good 
and devout ch r i s t i ans . "  

A poem of more than  100 l i n e s ,  inscr ibed  t o  M r .  and Mrs. 
Joseph Forsyth (pa ren t  of Robert) on the  sad dea th  of s i x  r e l a t i v e s ,  
w r i t t e n  by Mrs. lucFalls, t o l d  of t h e  son of Robert Forsgth ' s  
r e tu rn ing  a s  a s o l d i e r  from the  C i v i l  War, t o  l e a r n  of the  dea th  
of h i s  parents ,  grandparents,  s i s t e r  and daughter. 

A g r e a t  d e a l  of t h i s  information was received from two g r e a t  
grandsons of John Johnson. They a r e  Wm. Johnson, who i s  89 years  
old ?nd l i v e s  on the  F i s h  Creek Road, and Cnelson Sayer of Rochester, 
New York. There a r e  o ther  descendants l i v i n g  i n  Macomb, Depeyster 
and o ther  places .  

After reading my s to ry ,  M r ,  Archie Downing t o l d  me, t h a t  h i s  
mother, Cetherine Harmer, a s  a g i r l  was a school mate and f r i e n d  
of t h e  Forsyth g i r l ,  and they had made plans f o r  her (Catherine) 
t o  spend t h e  n ight  a t  t h e  Forsyth home. A t  t h e  l a s t  minute t h e  
plans were changed, thus  s=ving  Ca the r ine ' s  l i f e .  This i s  a we l l  
known f a c t  t h a t  I had overlooked. 

Also i n  Purmont Cemetery i n  Depeyster i s  a tombstone i n  
memory of John and Pleasant  Johnson who perished i n  t h i s  f i r e .  

A CLOSE CALL! 

D r .  Charles  Lahey made t h e  e d i t o r ' s  deadl ine  with h i s  Pa r i sh  
P a r i s h v i l l e  a r t i c l e  - but  t h a t  was a l l .  He had solemrily promised 
t o  d e l i v e r  it i n  person a t  4:30 Sunday af ternoon,  September 14. 
But i t  was not  u n t i l  7:30 long d i s t a n c e  from Potsdaffi put him on t h e  
wire, and with such apologies .  "Boy what a day," he gasped ltan 
e leven pounder, too.11 This i s  t h e  Laneyts f i f t h  c h i l d  and f i r ' s t  
son, so i f  he was a b i t  mixed up he i s  happi ly forgiven.  It 
c e r t a i n l y  must have been q u i t e  a day. Congratulat ions t o  t h e  
parent  and t h e i r  f i v e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  f i f t h !  



FROM THE COUNTY'S CRACKER BARREL 

(Including the  names of a l l  Town and Vi l lage  Histor ia-ns  together  
with a continuing r e p o r t  of t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s . )  

BRASHER: (Mrs. Joseph OQBrien) .  CANTON: (Mrs. Karl  M. Mayhew, Jr . ) :  
Miss Cla r i ce  Brown, formerly of P ier repont  and r e s i d e n t  of Canton 
s ince  1307 gave C i v i l  War medals and but tons of he r  f a t h e r ,  and 
uncle .  Miss Brown loaned the  account of her f a t h e r ' s  C i v i l  Urar 
reminiscenses.  Copies a r e  t o  be typed. The North Country Seminar 
a t  S t e t e  Universi ty  Teachers College a t  Fotsdam was taken f o r  
graduate c r e d i t  who a l s o  gave the  F lax  Talk. The h i s t o r i a n  kept 
her  100% record of a t tendance a t  t h e  Seminars of American Culture  
a t  Cooperstown by tak ing  t h e  Family History course.  She became a 
member of the  Nat ional  Geneological Society.  RENSSELAER FALLS 
VILLAGE: (Irs. Nina Wilson): Working on h i s t o r i c a l  map. CLARE: 
(Mrs. Fern Colton):. Working on town clzendar and map and hopes t o  
t u r n  them i n  t h i s  f a l l  t o  t h e  county h i s t o r i a n .  CLIFTON: (Mrs. 
George Reynolds): See her  a r t i c l e .  COLTON: (hirs. Lorena Reed i s  a 
new h i s t o r i a n ) .  DEKALB: (F. F. E. Walrath new): Is working on 
two old cemeteries e a s t  of Hermon t h a t  d a t e  back t o  the  1830's. 
Has been busy answering l e t t e r s  of inqu i ry  on genealogy and doing 
resea rch  on t h e  same. DEPEYSTER: (Mrs. Emery Smithers):  I n t e r -  
views and o ther  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  re sea rch  i n  connection with t h e  Box 
Factory which was owned and operated by C. E. G i f f i n .  EDWARDS: 
(Miss Leah Noble): Arranged a sea s h e l l  e x h i b i t  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  
l i b r ~ r y  and worked on l a r g e  maps of the  town and v i l l a g e .  FINE: 
(Mrs. Alma Marsh): Writing t o  Larry Fine i n  New York Ci ty  hoping 
t o  g e t  informetion about Judge John Fine and i s  working on town 
map, s o l d i e r s  records and scrapbooks. FOWLER: (Mrs. Robert 
Yerdon, new) . GOUVERNEUR: (Miss Helena Johnston) . GOVERhTEUR 
VILLAGE: ( J u l i u s  B a r t l e t t ) :  Resting i n  the  E. J. Noble h o s p i t a l .  
HAWOND: (Mr. Harold Hibbs): Spent J u l y  and August tour ing  t h e  
United S t a t e s ,  v i s i t i n g  p a r t  of twenty-four s t a t e s ,  toured t h e  
West Coast from Washington t o  San Diego, Ca l i fo rn ia .  HERMON: 
(Mrs. Kellog Morgan): Doing c l ippings ,  pas t ing  and s e r v i c e  records ,  
now has f i l e s  f o r  records  and moved the  o f f i c e  t o  the  Hepburn Library 
where she i s  l i b r a r i a n .  H OPKIIJTON: (Mrs. Dorothy Squire)  : Working 
on t h e  Sesquicentennial  celebra. t ion of the  Congregational Church t o  
be held October l l t h ,  1 2 t h  t o  which a l l  a r e  i n v i t e d .  LAWRENCE: 
(Mrs. Gordon Cole). LISBON: (E. Earl Jones) .  LOUISVILLE: (Mrs. 
Lorraine Bandy). Has done much geneological  work, some photography 
and map work. MACOMB: (Mrs. India  Murton) : Worked on maps, looked 
up s t o r i e s  of fo lk lo re ,  a t tended two days of t h e  North Country 
Seminar i n  Potsdam and at tended t h e  Workshop Meeting held a t  Union 
College i n  September. MADRID: (Mrs. Margaret Thompson): Writes 
t h a t  the  old g r i s t  m i l l  i s  being t o r n  down, a new dock has been 
b u i l t  and much boat ing i s  enjoyed on t h e  Grasse River. Water mains a r e  
being b u i l t  f a r  out  on the  Chipman Road, and a new gas s t a t i o n  i s  
being erec ted  on t h e  corner a s  one e n t e r s  town. MASSENA: (Mrs. 
E l l a  Lahey): Recent history-making events  inc lude  t h e  completion, 
opening and ded ica t ion  of t h e  locks  and canals  of t h e  Seaway; t h e  
t r a n s i t  of r i v e r  shipping of l a k e r s  and f o r e i g n  s h i p s ' ,  a r r i v a l  of 
t h e  f i r s t  passenger c r u i s e  boats  br inging t o u r i s t s  from t h e  midwest; 



s t a r t  of t h e  f i r s t  commercial power from t h e  nea r ly  completed Robert 
Moses-Robert Saunders thir ty- two generator  power house with ded ica t ion  
held on September 5 th .  Prominent v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  a rea  include 
Pres ident  and h ' s .  Eisenhower, former Fres idents  Harry S. Truman 
and Herbert  Hoover, and s e v e r a l  cabine t  members. MORRISTOWN: (Mrs. 
Doris Planty) :  Finished map of t h e  town, attended t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  
workshop a t  Union College i n  Schenectady where "The Year of Historyt t  
- 1959 was discussed by D r .  P lbe r t  Corey, S t a t e  His tor ian .  NORFOLK: 
(Mrs. Vaude Wing): Recently o f f i c i a l l y  appointed t h e  h i s t o r i a n .  
OSWEGATCHIR: (Mrs. Monna Mayne), HEUVELTON VILLAGE: (Mrs. Ida 
Downing). PARISHVILLE: (Miss Doris Rowland). Did a  f i n e  job of 
e n t e r t a i n i n g  the  County Associat ion with a  splendjd e x h i b i t  i n  he r  
home, d e l i c i o u s  d e s s e r t s  provided by t h e  town women, a tour  of t h e  
town a f t e r  a f i n e  program with D r .  Charles  Lahey speaking on t h e  
Par ishes .  "1 did  g e t  a  few cemetery records i n  West P a r i ~ h v i l l e . ~  
PIERC3"IRLD: (Mrs, Beulah Dorothy): Has done work on h i s t o r i c a l  
map. PIF:IiREPOI?T: (Mr. Mil lard Hundley). Completed cemetery records 
f o r  the  town. POTSDAM: (Dr. Charles Lahey): To be congratulated 
on the  f i n e  North Country Seminar which he conducted f o r  two weeks 
i n  Ju ly  a t  the  S t a t e  Universi ty  Teachers College.  ROSSIE: (Mrs. 
Virg ie  Simons): Completed a  lengthy town calendar and has s t a r t e d  
research  on an h i s t o r i c a l  map. RUSSELL: (Mrs. Dorothy Manning). 
STOCKHOLM: ( M r .  Lindon E. Riggs): Made a t r i p  t o  Cooperstown. 

######lr#Ir#lYlLlLlUUULUfL#M###P#fWWfff;Z### 
FROM THE YORKER CRACKER BARREL 

Most of t h e  Yorker Clubs have no t  organized a s  y e t  f o r  t h e  school  
year 1958-59. CANTON: FOOTE'S FOLLOWERS: W i l l  add a  high school 
s e c t i o n  t o  i t s  c lub  with Mrs, M e r r i l l  a s  sponsor. P h i l l i p  Morris 
and S t a t e  Pres ident ,  Roger Cota, were i n  Cooperstown t h e  t h i r d  week 
of September where Roger presided a t  h i s  f i r s t  S t a t e  Council meeting 
which was held i n  Bump's Tavern a t  t h e  Farmers Museum. LISBON: 
The S t .  Lawrence Chapter organized wi th  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of the  f o l -  
lowing o f f i c e r s :  Pres ident ,  Martha Baxter; Vice Pres ident ,  Lester  
Kerr; Secre tary ,  S h i r l e y  Downing; Treasurer ,  Della Gooshaw; Reporter,  
Gai l  McNeil. Program and pro jec t  committees have been appointed. 
P r i n c i p a l  Charles H. Pickard has been i n v i t e d  t o  speak a t  the  f i r s t  
meeting i n  October, Plans a r e  underway f o r  a  t r i p  t o  places of 
h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  Lisbon and Ogdensburg. Rachel Dandy, Sponsor. 
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