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ISAAC PARKER=---PICLEIR AID :iIS ILLUSIRIOUS SCU

Excerpts taken from Isaac Parker's leiters, selecled Ly his great-srand=-
daughter, Doris D. Rewlané, of Parishville. The only other living descendeant is a
crand-daughter, !rs. Zessie Parker Erwin of FPotsdem.

Isasc Parker was born in Addison County, Vermont, Ceptember 5, 1799, a son
of Abrshem end Sarah Whitney Parker, ile married Amanda Pelrick of iiat couniy
in 1824, O©Of six children born to them only two grew to adulliood, oue of ihe Two,
liiss Sophie Parker, who died in Potsdam in 1E€(1 at the age of tulriy-tiree. The
other, a son, was the late Abraham X. Parker, of whom more is written at the end
of ihis article.

Two letters, written by Isaac Parker in 1830 and 1831 from Monipelier, Vermont,
Lo his wife in Kings‘or, Vermont, reveal how at that time he was serving in the
Vermont legislature,

Isaac Parker moved with his family, to St. Lawrence County in 1839. They
lived for a short time in Parishville, and tien moved to Pierrepont Avenue in Potsdam,
near the Garfield residence. later lir. Parker built a home on Madrid Road, now
known as Pine Street.



Yhile livin; in Potsdam he served as town supervisor, trustee of the St.
Lawrence Academy, and was one of the founders of the Potsdam Presbyterian Church.
(e died in 1856, and his wife in 1872, With their daughter, Sophie, they are
buried in Garfield Cemetery.

The following quotations are teken from letters written to his son, the late
A, X. Parker, auring the winter of 1854-55, while the latter was attending law
school in Albany.

Cctober 1, 1854
Iy dear Son,-

. Do e very careful of your uneallli, Do not smoke or use tobacco in any form.
Tuat is enough to ruin the constitution of anyone. We are about as usual at home -
Wy own health miserakble enoughi, I start to-morrow to meet the Supervisor at Canton.
I dread the jop. These Polsdam-Canton hotheads will make it harder than ever.
redway got ine nomination for county trBasurer over Russell who had held it for
twenty-one years., e shall probably soon have two counties out of old St. Lawrence.
Carton and probably several towns south of it will fight hard to get an appropria-
tion of $5,000 to build a new Jail, but Potsdam will offer to build all the County
Suildings if they will let us have threm here for a new county.

The freight and lumber cars have begun to do a lively business. It is a
splendid sight to see them moving along opposite us, especially in the evening.
Our young horses are much attracted by the sigi:it and noise.

Dec. 1, 1854,

I endured the session al Canton better than I had expected to, I found a
very friendly feelin; for tue most part among my associates, and I succeeded
veyord my expectations in securing the interests of Potsdam,

I have just been looking, this fine, pleasant morning, to see the cars go
out, The view from our nouse is a pleasant one. I have not yet had time to go to
the depot, bLut am told appearances irdicate life and business. I suppose Sophie
told you all the local news. [usiness is very lively here compared to neighborine
towns. Any young men capable of being & law clerk could get thirty dollars a
monthi, if he boarded and clothed himself,

Deg.m 13, J504k,

Lue Iailroad track is being slouly finished by laying the rails toward the
village. Il is row within about two miles of the village, and we, at our house,
siaall soon see the iron horse puffing out smoke and snorting along with his load
of rails, I heard it near us this morning.

"E.:J" 15, 1855.

I have never known such hard times Lere, and business of all descriptions is
sery dull, There is famine for boil: men and beasts. Grain and polatoes are almost
used up, yetl winter still lingers with us. Ioney cannot Le borrowed at any reason=-
akle consideration. Property is being offered at ruinously low prices, and almost
everyone is talking about going "west". The cause is apparent - the last unfruitful
season and the long hard winter just past. It will take two or more favorable
seasons to level us coff to the position we have lost.

I keep both horses yet, and probably shall have to for some time to come., llo-
or:e will buy them for much. !ay is worth twenty dollars a ton, and Indian meal two

P

fifty hundred pournds, and we have scarce any of either in this country now.



If you think best td settle”here, you had betler plant yourself inmediately,
and rent a pew in the new Presbylerian meeting llouse, If you do not et ary lLed
habits such as intemperance or smoking and chewirny, I think you can do a _real
business here., It will deperd on yourself, your fidelity to bLusiness, perscverence
and economy. We can all help you witl jood will and to good effect, if we find it
will pay. Write soon unless you are coming home inmediately.

Affectionalely your Iavaer,
Isaac Farker

Of St. Lawrence County's more notable public perscnalities, llon, Abraliam X,
Parker, of Potsdam, holds a promirent place. Zorr in Vermont before nis parents
came first to Parishville, and later to Potsdam, ..is schooling did not extend
beyond the old St. Lawrence Acadery in Potsdam aund the Albany Law School., After
short terms of practicing law in Buffalo and Syracuse he settled in Fotsdam wliere
he soon became prominent in political and commurity natters,

From numerous local political offices he advanced into broader and broader
public fields. ile served in the Lew Zork State Assembly, in the State Senate with
distinction., !le was elected from tlie old 19tli congressionel districl to the liouse
of Representatives where he served four terms. In 1890 President Zenjemin larrison
appcinted him an Assistant Attorney Ceneral in the U, £, Department of Justice of
which William Howard Taft was ther Solictor Ceneral, Thus formed a friendship
between these two to endure throughout ihie remeinder of Congressian Parker's life,

Although often in the seats of capitol at Albany arnd Vashington, on his
elective duties, ir., Parker was stauncily loyal to Lis Lorth Country folks. 1In
Potsdam Le tecame a member of the Potsdam Hormal Zoard when that institution was
chartered., Iate in the 19th century it was to him the Clarkson sisters so often
turned for ccunsel and advice in estalilishing Clarkson College as a memecrial to
their late trotner. He became one of its first trustees and succeeded John G.
MeIntyre as chairman of that board.

fle took great pride in the fact that back in 18(5 President Lincoln appointed
him postmaster of Potsdam.

. Abreheam Z. Parker's career came to a close in 1909, the date of his death.
His sound judgement, high purpose in life, and marked ability commanded the respect
and affection of the people of this county.

(Kote: MMiss Rowland was asked what the initial X. in ir. Parker's rnane,
Abraham X. Parker, stood for. She laughed. "iothing, nothing at all, There was
another A. Parker on our street in"Fotsdam, The mail of my uncle constantly became
mixed with the other Parker's. So uncle adopted the initial X. to assure getting
his own meil. ‘This was always a great joke within the family.")

"THE ETERKAL FIRE"

Some months ago & fire was started in a huge Lark pile jusl east of Waddington
as part of the clearance for the Power Project. It burns slowly but steadily
through rain and snow and looks like the crater of a volcano. Formerly pulp wood
with the bark on was brought up the St. Lawrence River to the dock at Waddington.
The first operation after unloading was removal of the bark. The refuse bark was
piled near by, and over a period of years these crossings formed a great accumulation
over a considerable area., The slow burning of this material underneasth the surface
may continue until spring.



INTERESTING MIRROR

Cn the wall in the den of llarcld Storie's home on Joun Stresev in Gouverneur
Villaze hangs a beeutiful old cherry-framed early &ﬁcrican mirror wiih glass
picture panel at ih:z top, sarmouhtnu by & mentle desigrn ebove, The mirror is
said te have been broughti te this ares in 1808 Ly James and Delly Powns Thompsorn,
wiio came as settlers from liartford, Yashington County, It remeined in the family
dowr. Lo U ame the property of lr. Storie.

T

Lhe time 1t beés

AL some time a re-silvering job wes done to the jlass, uvul-al tle panel at
Liie top still Lecrs a painting of the Tlompson far: home. The piece is fiftcen
inchics Li

iy twelve wide. The cides have a beaded relief design. Tle plece is
n rexarxakly zood condiiion afier 150 years and more of use,

5, Tlcmpson puIC¢ascd tlel” or1;4ual 40 acres Ircm Gouvernecur
Liic latier's agent, Ir. Lichard Townsend. ILater purcnasep inrecrease
70 acres. Il pascsed suceuazve1; down throug: the ;am¢1;: From <ames

v Lompson, tlien to irs. Zmme Thompoon, and frouw Lier to Janes Tiszop
and finally tec James lubert Thompson, ‘e sold the preperty Feurusry last.

Lt one of many choice entigues to be found in Ir. Storie's

g% collection of early American items of local interest. le is a
llhEdl descendant of another family who settled in Couverneur about 1803, Zenjamin
ard Willard Smith Leirg his early forebearers. It has been i, Storie's fend hope,
ané thal of mary anOUHer, that ihrough some means these and otier items of local
historical interest find a final repositcr* in a Couvernewr museum. In other words
the

-

idea of such a museum still exists in that communitvy.

Froctor Crist :1ill Ruins C1d Weddinglon Industriel Shorelire



Larly Waddington
The Dam, the Lock, and the Power Canal
By Ethel C. Olds

A two mile stretch of the St. Lawrence river between Waddington and Ogden, or
Crapser, Island is known locally as little River, Along this course the water fell
eight or nine feet within a few rods, the same drop which, in the north channel,
extended for about three miles to form the Rapide Plat.

The south channel, with its short carry, was the favorite route for the French
voyageurs and was the traditional route for the Indians in their passage up or down
the stream. Artifacts found in the soil and aboriginal burial sites near the
village are evidence that Indians tarried here on their journeys. The water, above
and below the cascade, flowed over the limestone river bed making an ideal fishing
area., Black bass, northern pike, muskellunge and wall-eyed pike had always been
plentiful in Little River. The brooks which empty into the river at Waddington
were a natural spawning ground for wall-eyed pike. The "spring run" would find the
Indians waiting.

The beauty of the falls and the possibilities for water power drew white set-
tlers there as early as 1798. By 1803 they were being supplied with lumber from
a saw mill powered by water through a race way. The proprietors, David A, Ogden
and Thomas L, Ogden, of New York, had visions of an industrial empire at this water
power center. A village was laid out by David A. Ogden, which he called Hamilton,
in honor of his late friend and former law partner, Alexander Hamilton. Vhen it
developed that there was a village called Hamilton in Madison County the name was
changed to Waddington in 1818, When settlers first began coming into the area
Hamilton became a flourishing settlement. Permission to build a dam having been
received from the legislature in 1808, the proprietors made haste with its con-
struction, Plans included a lock to make the south channel navigable., The lock
was to be fifty feet long by ten feet wide, with a draft of two feet. CDCurham
boats, the largest craft then in use on the river, were not more than 35 or 40
feet long and the dimensions of the lock were adequate. A toll of twenty-five cents
a ton was established.

The St. Lawrence Lock Co, was organized April 1, 1808 "for building locks at
Isle au Rapid" (Ogden Island) and the lock was completed after some disappointments
due to faulty construction., Built below the dam and near the north end, it was in
use until some time in the 1830's. By that time steam boats were used on the river
and shipping was being routed through Canadian canals and locks past the Rapide
Plat. 1In 1956 the above foundation, still intact, could be seen in the dewatered
south channel. It was the only lock ever in use on the American side of the St.
Lawrence, an eminence now soon to be yielded to the Eisenhower and Grass River locks .

The stone dam was completed at a cost of $3,000 according to the record .and
historians of that time speak of it as a hydraulic power without limit. About the
same time a bridge was built above the dam by David A. Ogden to the island where he
was constructing his imposing stone mansion. The bridge was always maintained by
the owners of the Island property, the Ogden family, and, later, the E., S. Crasper
family. Known as "the drawbridge" it at one time had three openings through which
boats could be admitted. One was filled in years ago. After an April storm took
one of the two bridges in 1951, permission was given to close the second opening.
The bridge was then built highé&r and had one opening for water.

A board walk for pedestrians was also provided on the dam. About the middle
of the century a wooden bridge was built just below the dam for wagons and sleighs
to transport raw materials and finished products.



The power was used directly from the dam and also from a power canal that was
dug from the south end of the dam, This was further extended, probably in the 1830's,
to Cak Street. The mills and ships were on the land between the power canal and the
river or were buill across the canal itself., A road called Canal street, paralleled
the canal,

The upkeep of the dam and canal may have been the responsibility of the Cgden
family with fee collection for this purpose. The death of Isaac Cgden occurred in
18¢7. On ¥ay 11, 1868, The Waddingion Canal and Water Works Company was incorporated.
Made up of the real estate owners on the nortaerly side of the canal, it was
organized "to widen and deepen the canal, keep the walls in repair and regulate
methods of takinz the water". Arnnual acsesaﬂeats were not to exceed ﬁBOO Owners
were, by law, required to keep in-repair the walls of the canal along or across
their lots,

Sites changed owners at times. TIires occurred at intervals and mills were
rebuilt or the sites with their valuable water power were taken over by other in=-
dustries.

For the next hundred years or so, industry centered along the dam and power
canal, [aw materials to be processed at the mills and shops were brought in by
the farmers of the surroundin; area who had their grain ground into flour or grist,
wool made into cloth or yarn, and logs made into lumber or finished woodwork. Hides
were made into leather from wnich itinerant cobblers could meke boots and shoes.
Flex was processed for ilie Lome spinner., !any of these products brought a cash
income to the farmer, Waddington prospered and grew, becoming an incorporated
village April 26, 1839.

Tkere was always a ;rlst mitt in operation and usually more than one.: The,
ear%lestﬁigaagurlca were listed in 1610 as two say mills, a grist millj-a ‘fulling
mill and a trip hammer siop. 4his shop was lalcr known as the scythe factory where
Sylvanus Pratt, son of Amasa Pratt, marufacturzd the first scythe and axe to be

made by maclhilnery in the county.

A woolen nill, a paper mill, a blast furnace, a distillery, tannery, flax
mills, cerding mills, planaing and wood working shops, shingle mills, a sash and
blind factory, an ocat meal mill, Larrel factory, a tutter tub factory and asheries
were other industries wilch had develcpea before 1840,

. The peaper mill was lhe firsi in St. Lewrence county. A record of July 20,
182¢ in the county clerk's office indicates the sale of land below the dam on
IMune 4 to James S, Thayer, lloses Wiltconl and Samuel Wales. A building had been
provided for the paper mill and the deed stipulated that the water power must be
applied to peper mexing only. Tiis 1rdu9urf lasted about twenty years under several
owners, making wrapping and writing paper. This paper mill of 1826 is not to be
zonfused with tle James mill which will be described later,

A tannery was bullt by Jason Fenton in 1€27, It was a profitable industry
and was continued by the family until bought by Peter Dalton in 1855, He added an
upper story to the stone building and continued the industry more than twenty yeers
until the building burned. It had an output of 2800 hides a year. When the tan—
nery needed bark there would be a procession of forty or more teams lined up on
Canal Street waiting with their loads of hemlock or oek bark. The walls of the
tannery were a prominent feature of the river bank near the end of the power canal
until the summer of 1957.



A foundry was eotaallsned with Tenjamin Zenlley as operator in 1840, This
burned in 1874 but was rebuilt and continued many more years, mekins ploushs and
stoves. & rusty stove door with elabiorate pattern salvaged when the river Led was
dewatered in 1950, was probatly a discarded product from the fourdry.

An iron furaace, an industry established Ly the Ozdens in 1334, nade pig iron
and castings. Il is described as tweinty-six {.e¢l square and uwe hy=elizht feet high
having an inside diameter of six feet ten inclhies wilk one cold bHlast and one tuycre.
It is reported thal the brick building enclosed two stacks or ue“ara*ﬂ F””;u&r;,
one of wiich was put in operation in 1836 and was ubed for only one blast., The
furnace used bog ore trought seven umiles from swamps near Lhe Orass river two ard a
nalf miles from iamarid. The cost of the ore qellvereu av the furnace was three
dollars per ton, It nude iron of excellent quality but the difficullics connected
with maintaining a blast f“rnaCD prnvcxueu the industry from operating at a yroplt
and after 1340 it i & Slaz, the glass-like rc“zue, as well as pieces

of iron ore, were ;re&uenulé trougnt Lo 1lijnt during tis work of excavation,

Al the foot of LaG r'bs treet were [lour and grist ;llls waleh ren st teadily.
large one called tize "io€:1l ill" of Towhall and Lutherford Ludlt about 1855
had three run of slone a.d Was alwu; Lusy. The same owner, J. i. nutherford,

a

<
bullder of Ricucrdson liall, av S, Lawrence University, eracted another lar;e {lour
mill in 1873 with cepacity for a thousand barrels of flour yearly.

A larze stone mill Ludli in 1850 by Cept. lathaniel Tagsart was operated by
“orthrop brotuers until 1806 when it 'as sold Yo L. J. Froctor. It had four run
of stone and roller maciinery wiich was steadily employed in custom work. It
continued until 1900 when it was desiroyed vy fire, The walrr wiecl pit of this
mill with its early type turbine was to e seen in tie ruins at the soutli end of
the dam, Delow the Proctor mill, separated from it by a plening mill, gcrist was
ground for custom in another mill.

A butter factory at the Island terminal of the dam was an important industry
for many years. This was owned and .operated by ion. Z. S. Crapser, who in 1880,
bought the Island property from the Ogden estate.

A saw mill was also in operaticn adjoining the butter factory.,

In 1863, Henry Ripley James, publisher of Cgdensbur;, bought an old stone
grist mill along tlie dam and converted it into a paper 12ill to supply his news-
papers, the St. Lawrence Zepublican and the Daily Journal. ¥e bullt an addition
and installed a new modern machine, a 64" Fourdrinier. The nill operated the
year round, supplies being brought in by boat in summer. Fags were used for stock
for which women, at times as many as fifty, were employed to sort. lMen of the town
had employment in the mill and as teamsters for the transportation of the paper
which had to be moved to COgdensburg by team in the winter. The industry was tne
most extensive one to make use of the water power. It continued for twenty years
until destroyed by fire, April 24, 1883,

About 1896 the village voted to build an electric light plant. Under the
direction of iHerbert Dalzell it was completed in 1897. It supplied incandescent
street lights of 30 candle power. A water pump was installed as it was expected
water would be piped to the streets. Tunds for this failed so the only pipe laid
was & surface line from the power house to the Town Hall. Soon homes were being
lighted on a flat rate basis. There was one switch in each house and when that was
turned on all the lights came on., People still remember that lights went off at
midnight, and a dance or other social function must stop then unless some one took
up a collection and hastened to the power house to pay the operator to keep the
power on for another hour or so. After a few years the plant was sold to the llew
York and Cnterio Power Co., which company was acquiring water rights in the area.



River, Waddington, fifty years ago.

"Bridge" at left. 0ld dam with "catiwalk" in center. Canal St

SSeis Thaseo

Panorama at Top: Little River's mal: s:oreu.re was once lined with
many thriving small industries as the rcw of buildings above 1“d“
cates, As shown there was tie slhcre, i--c bulldings, then the "power

canzl" wiich was actually & plarked over flusme { part exposed where
planks had been removed at rizht ) leterals diverted water
from the flwae to the water wheels t. TFarallelling the
flume was Canal Street, a short se cen te seen at the
right. Out in the center of tie o > wiilch is the foot-
walk with hand rails, can be seen 'ric ight Plant
(small wooden f‘ul“fdmf-‘l of 50 vesrs 820, nce are the ruins
of the old paper mill, the lock. On the is clearl-' discerni-
ble the Ogden Islend Nouse (lMansion). A s the “brldge" or
causeway for vehicle traffic to the Islaud, Second Row of Pictures;
Left Lo Right: As the "eatwalk" along t e dam locked in the early
1900's, Iron weterwheel found in the ruins of the old Proctor feed-
nill at east end of dam, Twc ze prches over sluices carrying
wvater from power canal bacx ;w Lit?¥%e Diver, from old grist mill.
Lower Left: James P&per i1l luirB'-luu . Lower :.i’__,lit! Fourndations
of 0ld Lock, first and only lock on fAmerican side of St. Lawrence

-£11 Fisenhower (Robinscn) ILock and Grass River Locks were con—-
stiructed,

eet, indusiries

and exposed Power

Cenal,




il was expected thal ihe comparny would develop power for sale in Iiew York and
Canada tul this could not be accomplisiied. The company paid texes for many years
on tihe property but it finally reverted to St. Lawrence county. The St. Lawrence
Utilities bought the machinery in 1923, The wooden building, the last remaining
structure on the dam, was finally demolished.

Tre power canal was still in use in the early 1900's, There were black smith
shiops, a butter factory, several wcod working shopsy monument shop end saw mills,
These were small irdustries bul served the people well, liowever, they could not
compete with lhie industrial expansion that produced large scale operation and
superior commodities, Waddington was hampered too by its remoteness from a rail-
road, The bulldings slong the zanazl fell into disuse and were dismantled. The
last building to te taken down was that of J. S, Rutherford, a large wood working
estaclisiment,

siow, not a veslige remeins of the industrial center, The Power and Seawsy
Project has cleared Canal street, demolished tine Island lansion, removed the dam.
As time goes on it is increasingly difficult to remember the historic landmerks
of Little River that once made an inleresting and picturesque Waddington.

A LIST O HISTCRIC AUNIVERSARIES OCCURILG I 1958
Prepared by Halcolm Booth, Secretery
of tkhe St. Lawrence County listorical Association

1602: Champlein's first voyage up the St. Lawrence River.

1858: Coanstruction of new jail at Canton,

1858: Cctober: Formation of St. lawrence County Teachers' Association in Canton.
1808: April 1: Passage of act to authorize J. Waddington, D, A, and T. L. Ogden

to build canal and locks at iiamilton (Waddington).

1558+ Trection of state arsenal in Cgdensburg.

1808: Tirst visii of David Parish to Ogdensburg.
Cpening of Rosseel store in Ogdensburg with stock of £40,000.
Building of two schooners, "Collector" and "Experiment" commenced in

Ogcensburg on Lovember 10,

1858: June: Building of village and town hall commenced in Ogdensburg.

1833: First resident Catholic priest, Father James Salmon, in Ogdensburg since the
French war.

1803: First school in ‘leuvelton, taught by Dyer Badger.

1858: lYovember 1l: Legal incorporation and building of Rensselaer Falls ifethodist
Church.

1858: R. I, Godard and Co. started first bank in Canton.

1858: Institution of St. Lawrence commandery, Knizhts Templer, at Canton.

180€: Settlement of West Potsdam by Simeon Dart.

1858: Erection of town house at Potsdam, costing £5,000.

1833: Secular society of Potsdam Methodist church formed, February 4.

1858: Construction of Potsdam Baptist church.

1858: larch 4: Crganization of liorwood Congregational church

1808: First school in Lisbon, district 1.

1808: September 7: Madrid Baptist church formed.

1808 ror 1809: Hamblin-Castle disiillery built in lMedrid.

1858: CGardner Cox's potato starch factory changed to corn.starch factory in town
of Pierrepont.

1808: December 2: David Parish purchased Rossie from Gouverneur lMorris and James D,

LeRay. :

1808: Reuben Streeter built mill on Oswegatchie River in town of Rossie.

1808: Iienry HMcLaughlin, Amasa Blanchard, and Seth Abbott were appointed to prescribe
rules for the administering of smallpox vaccination in the town of Hopkinton.



1555:¢ D, T Yerrill's sterch factory staried in cpkinten.

1202: July L& First Congrecationel clhiurch of Topkinton lcrited.

1508: Decemuer 2: David and Ceor_e Parisl purciased Parishville fron: Jamcs D, Lelay,

1533: liram Pariker Ludll irick liouse in Tarisiville Jenter.

1533: Auzust 23: First lethiodist society of Parisiville rcor-ecidzcd.

1308: Issac Kencall built bridge across Oswegatel:de liver in Lowi: of Jouverneur,

1608: Gouverreur iorris spent tureec weeks in Couverieur es guest of Iseac Ausiin.

1308: September 10: Touverneur Morris agreed to zive land tel:iind “ouverreur
Prestyterian church as a cemetery.

1856: June 23: Consecration of Hiverside cenetery, Couverncur.

1308: Elizabetii Sackett taught firsi scl:ool in “ouverreur, ir Lridge consiruction
Si18CK.

1808: John hoss copened cooperins; shop, Peter ©', Thatc.cr a chalr clop, ané Alner
Wright a wegon shiop in Dekalt,

185€: December 18: Congrejational ciurci: orsanized, ZeFeyster,

1808: T'irst settlement of lorristown village Ly Col. Tavid Tord, Arnold Smith, and
Thomas 'iill,

1333: TFebruary 1l: Tormetion cf reli;ious urion socieiy, lerristown.

1833: larch 25: Tormation of Frestjyteriar socicty, “crristown,

1858: Opening of Mlailesboro post-office, S. !, Tariicr, postiaster,

1833: Iron ore found on farm of Justus Pock et Litlle York.

1833: August: Fuller Iros. blast-furnace completed at Fullerville Iron Jorks.

1833: Opening of Soull: ammond pest-office, !, ¥in:, posimaster.

1808: TFirst school in Louisville, taught by Elicha . Zarier in tle Willson
neightorhood.,

1833: Construction of a stonc grist-mill et Louisville by cames likVicker,

1333: September: Sixty pecple sulscrile money to swrvey e csanal around ihe Long
Sault rapids. O. Ozden and U, 11, Qrvis leed Llie venturc,

1833: Tridge at !assena Cenler swept awey iy flood,

100E€: Calvin llulbard and Stepien iieed erected lirsi grist-mill irn lassena.
1308: Tirst Ireme house in leawrence built of basswecod "sliskes" Ly Samuel ilarris,

1505: Quaker meetings eld in Lewrence.

1333: Port Kent-Ilopxinton stare liuc inaugurated,

1353: Construction of lorth Lawrence licthodist clurci, later desirojed by fire,

1833: Tirst buriels in Mound [Iill cemetery, Ticl.olville.

1308: September 11: I~rmetion of IlicLolville Taptisi chliurci at llopkinlon,

1808: law pacsed providing for roed from Canton to Chester. This Lecame the Leke
Ceorge road.

1858: llermon Universalist church organized,

1858: Spencer, Anderson, & Co. built saw=-1:ill ard Lozt oar faclory in Fine,

1858: ilenry Rushton of Edwards built grist-mill in TFine.

WHAT IS Il A ZALE?

The plaintive question ofrJuliet Lo Romeo, mey Le linked in a swiall dezree to
Andrew li. Irving, a resident of Gouverneur $0 years ago. r. Irving made a trip to
Europe and had his baggage marked quite plainly, Andrew !i. Irving, Touverneur, li, Y.
His first stop was at Paris, and from the start he noted he was receiving unusual
attention. It was not long before it could be seen that his attention was far more
than any other person was receiving. The obsequious attention finally forced him
to inquire as to the reason for bell hops, clerks and even ordinary citizens acting
so extraordinarily polite. A bell hop said, "The Governor of liew York we are proud
to have as a guest. Gouverneur is the French word for Governor, and his baggage
indicated that he was the Gouvernor of liew York. ifr. Irving was for quite sometinme
a resident at 29 Grove Street, Gouverneuwr, this now being the property of Mr. and lrs.
James Frank McCormick., Iater he lived in Ogdensburg. Mr. Irving was chariman of
the St. Lawrence County Draft Doard during World War I, !is home Cgdensburg
residence has since been. enlarged into the palatial limestone Pythian ilome just west
of that city.




ZRIEF ISTCRY OF AGRICULTURE IN ST. LAWREKCE COULTY
By William Hd. Davies

Of course we are in a general way informed that the Indians did some farming
bur for the most part they did not rely on cultivated crops for food so we can pass
cver their farming as they had no taxes, or other community cash expenses.

As early as 1749 there were 3,000 Indians and French soldiers at TFort
La Presentation (Ogdensburg) and at Indian Point below Ogdensburg. A little farming
by Indians was practiced in a limited way in what is now Ogdensburg.

In 1796 lathan Ford, land agent for the Ogden family, took possession of
Ogdensburg and began to sell land around Ogdensburg and 3lack Lake. In 1798 some
farmers came from Connecticut and cleared land at Black Teke eight miles west of
Ogdensburg. These people had sold lands in Connecticul which were not very
productive. They wanted better land. They found it by buying from Mr. Ford. Their
county seat was in Plattsburgh, St. Lawrence County not being formed until 1802.

In 1810 the state legislature began building the turnpike from Carthage to
Malone (Kow Route 11). This opened up the southern part of the county to settlers.
These early settlers cut down the trees, piled and burhed them., They planted crops
between stumps at first until they had time to remove the stumps. They built log
cabins. Families lived, ate, and slept all in one room. loss was packed between
the logs to keep out the wind. The fireplace served both for heat and light.

Sheep were the first and most common domestic animaels as they needed them for
clothing, although some linen was made from flax.

In the town of Oswegatchie in 1820, there were 2,000 sheep, 1200 oxen, 800
cows, and 100 horses. lieavy work was done by oxen as horses were not strong enough.
The first crops were corn, wheat and flax, and potatoes.

A yoke of oxen cost about $60, cows were worth from £10 to $15 and sheep £2 to g5.

The first agricultural industry was that of making of potash. The farmers and
settlers cleared the land and burned the logs and the stumps, boiling the ashes down
to dry lye or potash. Thirty cords of wood made a ton of ashes which made only
one-sixth of a ton of potash which was worth £100 in those times.

Money was very scarce but people got along as they had no schools, no school
tax, and very low general taxes which could, for a time, be paid in wheat or worked
out ..on the paths %now roads) under the guidance of the pathmaster. This position
is now that of Town Superinteéndent of Highways. Schools did not come to the early
farming areas until the 1840's. However the children were taught by their parents
at home. The education was suited to the times. It was inexpensive but would, of
course, not be suited to present-day problems of meking a living and "getting on",
as they still say in our county.

Our county farming went along in this manner for many years. Every community
had its saw mill, grist mill, and tannery. These were paid annually by giving part
of the product instead of cash. Churches were built without cash. In 1824 the
members of the Congregational Society of Madrid desired to build a church. They had
a large garden near the church and sold crops, raising 400 for the construction of
the church.

The civil war was the turning point from sheep farming to dairy farming, althaigh
the change was very gradual. In 1820 there were 75,000 sheep in the county. By 1890
the .number was only 10,000, In 1820 there were 10,000 oxen and by 1890 few were left.
The last oxen in St. Lawrence County were owned by Elder George Lockie of Gouverneur
in 1955.



BARLY AMERICAI TARM T0CLS _,SZE 11’ OUR FOREFATIERS
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(I1lustrations by iiss Idillian Todd, Cocuvernsux)

Ax for felling trees or chopping wood,

"Buck and Bright", as often called, harnessed with yoke.

Early type of plow with wooden beam.

Grain cradle for harvesting crops. A muscle builder.

Man's yoke for carrying water, sep or milk,

Sawhorse for holding logs. Served two purposes: to warm you
while you worked, and what it mede for the fireplace.

Grubbing hoe, or mattock, used in planting and weeding.

Home-made wooden rake, or hand-harrow, Which? or, What?

Adze for shaping timber or hollowing logs.



A{ first butter and cheese were made in the home. The bubtter industry thrived
around ladrid wlere the Scotch immigrants made better butter, historiang lell us,
than the Yankees {rom Vermoni. The firsl cheese factory was at Eichville in 18G3.
In 1830 the ladrid creamery was shipping a ton of butter a day to Doston. Tor
years we shipped tons of bulter and cheese to IEngland and Irance.

This butter and ciicese era, from 1870 to 1920, was truly the golden age of
agriculture in thnis county.- The great farm buildings were built and depicted in
the various histories of St. Laurence County. Substantial barns and houses, necat
yards and driveways, and thie best of fences. 7Taxes were low and farmers had
money to keep up their buildings.

About the time of the first World Jar farmers began to sell some whole milk
vithout getting whey or skimmilk tack for farm animels.

The first Tair was held in Centon in 1822 and in 1852 the St. Lawrence County
reir Association was formed there. Ogdensburg planned a fair for 1871, and Potsdam
for a fair in 1870. The Gouverncur fair came later.

The Grange has been 2n agricultural force in our county. The first granges
were established in liorwood and kMassena in 1873. Cther early granges were at
Potsdam, Crary I1ills and Couverneur.

Craduelly every town had a grange established. It was a great social organi-
zation, all the members of the family being in attendence. It was truly a family
orgauization. Crangjes aad & program on the local, county, state, and national
level. These gave farmers an opportunity to organize in order to better their
indusiry.

The Tarm “urceu uhas played an important part in increasing the crop and
animal producticn 6f thre county. In recent yesrs the Farm Tureau has been replaced
Ly lhe Zxlension Service which aims to offer & broader program in also teaching
tetter farm mansgenent.

The Farm Sureau is now a state and national organization with a comprehensive
programn of a legislalive nature for the Lettermeut of the farm industry on a broad
tasis. It also sponsors several insurance organizations.

Agriculturc in this county seemed to be the most prosperous from 1870 to 1920,
or about tue end of the first ‘Jorld War.

Since then the cost of producing milk has increased through the use of expen-—
sive macuinery. Taxes have irncreased by leaps and bounds. Although a few farmers
seem Lo ve meking money, the average farmer does not reflect prosperity through
the appearance of his buildings and fermsteads.

sany vankers have observed lhis. With the coming of the Seawsy, supposedly a
boom to tue county farmer lavor problems have been greatly increased.

1883
Last Triday Zraithwaite & Kelly of Canton took the job of erecting the new
"Union Free School" house which will cost £18,000.00. It is to be built of brick
and will accommodate 500 students. 3. Ilodskin and D. M. Jones are the building
committee. Such a building has long been needed.




TROM THE COUNTY'S CRACKER BARRELS

(Including the names of all Town and Village ilistorians together with a continuing
report of their activities)

BRASIER: (Mrs. Joseph O'Brien). CANTOL: (Mrs. Karl if. Mayhew, Jr.). Frank Crery

has completed the last tools for hand processing flex, Maple log for same given Uy
Cscar Douglas and buzzed to size by Keith Mayhew. Snapshots to be taken of local
post office staff at work &nd prints of current operations, also meny clippings and
snapshots of past operations. Photostats include presidential postmastersnip
appointments of: Two for Mrs. Grace Sullivan; lir. Eldred Wood; three for late

J. Fred Hammond., Thus the names of five U. S, Presidents are in the Post Office
History books: They are, Werren G. Harding, Calvin Coclidge, ilervert lloover,
Franklin D. Roosevelt and Dwight D, Eisenhower., REKNSELAER FALLS VILIAGE:(Mrs, Hina
Wilson). Continues research on 01d “iate Road. CILARE: (irs. Leslie Colton). Cemetery
map nearly completed in the rough. Some service records recdy to turn in, CTIFIOL:
(Mrs. George Reynolds). has handed in her lumbering article. COILIO:(lrs. Judon
Miller). llas handed in her lumbering article. DEKALB: (liiss Mabel Sheldon).
DEPEYSTER: (Mrs. Emery Smithers). Punchlock historians had a Christmas party
December 21, The Town has received two flags from the' descendents of General
Curtis: an American flag carried in the battle of Fort Fisher, and the other a

derk blue battle flag carried by his regiment in the battle., The American flag

was placed on the General's casket during the funeral, LDWARDS: (t4iss Leah lioble).
We have no Yorker Club this year., FIHE: ‘(Mrs., Alma Marsh). Sincerest sympathies to
Mrs, Marsh on the death of her father in Cctober. "I'm continuing to work on the
incomplete World War II Soldier's records and those of present servicemen and un-
finished cemetery lists. Also collecting data for article on "The First Daptist
Church of Oswegatchie." FOWLER:(¥rs. Helen Cunningham), GOUVERIEWR: (Miss lielena
Johnston). GOUVERNEUR VILIAGE: (Julius Bartlett). Contribution published seperately.
‘TTAMMOKD: (Harold llibbs). Listing the firsts in the Towr ~7 Hammond. IITRKON:

(Mrs. Kellog Morgan). My work for 1957 included calendars done, service records to
date, maps completed and reports in, I have purchased for liermon liepburn Library
the book on the history of Kew York State recommended at our Ilistorical meeting

last fall, and also by Dr, Corey. NOPKIWTON: (irs. Dorothy Squires)., LAWRZICE: (lrs.
Gordon Cole)., Working on scrap book of town., LISBOL: (E, Earl Jones). Is working

on old Post Office records. IHopes to write a history and have an exhibit.
TOUISVILLE: (Mrs. Lorraine Bandy). llave completed pictures and album on removal of
cemeteries along St. Lawrence River Road. 490 bodies were removed. Have been before
my town board with my annual report, Finished my town calendar. MACCYEB:(}rs. India
Murton). Taking a vacation in Florida, but I am clipping news print and plan to work
on some articles I have outlined and catch up on correspondence with people who can
help with historical facts about our town. MADRID: {Mrs. Margaret Thompson). Was
the first llistorian to have her 1957 Annual Report to the County Office., liave ac-
quired boxes and boxes of late Lawyer Merriman's data to look over for dates. Also
have complete data on the history of the telephone in Madrid and vicinity. MASSEIA:
(Mrs. Ella Lehey)., Continues filing clippings and has sent in her lumbering article.
MORRISTOWN: (Mrs. Doris Planty). llas made Calendar of Ilistorical Events of
Morristown 1804~1957; also one of Brier Hill 1812-1957. Ilas completed History of

St. John's Catholic Church, lias made 41 interviews to gather local history this year.
(We were so sorry to hear of the death of Mr, Planty, our sincerest sympathies, Doris.)
NORFOLK: Although Mrs. Ralph Wing is not officially appointed as Town listorian, we
list her here for her fine historical work in the town., She has completed mapping
and recording of all the cemeteries which included 1467 plots.  OSWEGATCHIE:(lMrs.
Monna Mayne), HEUVELTON VILLAGE: (Mrs. Ida Downing). PARISIVILIF: (Miss Doris
Rowland). Hopes to attend the Historians Workshop meeting in New York City in
February. PIERCEFIELD: (Mrs. Beulah Dorothy)., Finished her calendar of Events and
is working on her lumbering story. PIFRREPONT, (Millard Ifundley). PITCAIRK. (Lo
historian). POTSDAM: (Charles Lahey). Is working on a lorth Country Seminar to be



petterned after those held in Cooperstown, ROSSIE: (Mrs. Elrgle Simons). Working
on town calendar, RUSSELL: (irs. Dorotnj Manning). STOCKIOLM: (Lindon E. Rlabsﬁ
Sorry to report the death of Major Horace Scott, Decem er 2, 1957, WADDIIGIOL: (Mrs.
Ethel 0lds). See article elsewhere.

rROM THE YCREER CRACKER MPEL

CAITCli: Three groups have elected their central officers. Roger Cote is President;
Cindy C'3rien, Vice President; Xay lall, Secretar"' and Robert lall, Treasurer. A
food sale was to be held January 1llth. EDWARDS, GOUV“?MMUP and IIEUVELTOIl have not
organized. MASSEIA: There are 105 applicaﬂtu for membership in the club. Sponsors
flnd it impossible to accomecdate such a large group and have a rather unique way of
reducing the number. An historical assignment is given the would-Le Yorkers, and
the way in which the individusl handles the project, determines his membership. Tie
Torker Club was orban¢zea five years agzo in the lassena Schools. The present officers
are: President, Susanne lavack; V¢ce-Preg1dent Carol Avery; Secretary, lMary Wescott;
Corresponding uecret“ry, C. Gardner; Treasurer, Robert LaPointe, LISEOL: Ilas five
Yorker groups. The ncwest one is the Andrew O'Neil Chapter and is composed of Lineth
Graders with Richerd Pinover as sponsor. Officers are: Kathy floulihan, President;
Joyce Ielzlly, Vice Fresident; Sheila ileyne, Secretary; and Vicky iarshman, Ireas—
urer. - Lisbon Yorkers liave been using filmstrips and opague projectors as well as
making posters. o, Richard Tinover, of Lhe high school faculty, spoke to the

Chapler on antiqges arnd showed tiem a powder horn dated 1750 with a map of Fort
Edwards. The four other chaplers sre: Seaway, St. Lawrence, Lisbon and Lisbon
Centre. A new school has been added to our list with the Hadrid -Waddington

Yorker Club. This is a group of seventh grade students with Margeret Fisner as
President; Mary Tay, Vice Fresident; and Connie Lorrls,,gecretary. llelen loward of
the 9th Grade sent in the information,

1880
J. He Rushton, the winner of the late regatta on Lake George, has gone to
Canada to purchase some first class cedar for his Rob Roy and other class of boats.

1382

A dagnerrGOu*pe of Cov. Silas ’&1bnt was recently discovered in a closet of
the Moody house in Canton which is said by those who knew him in his lifetime to
be a better picture of him than any previously known to exist. The picture is
in the possession of Dr. J. C. Prestin of this village. It is about as large as
the "cabinet-sized" photograph and is enclosed in a morocco covered case such as
were common thirty years ago and more when dagnerrotypes were in vogue,

St. Lawrence Coupty Historical Association

F. O. Box 251
CANTON, N. Y.






