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Excerpts tzken f r o 3  Isaac Fmkerls  l e t t e r s ,  se lec ted Ljr h i s  g r ~ a t - ~ r a n d -  
i l l  :lie osl;. other livin;; desce:;da:lt i s  a daughter, 2ori.s 3. F.ctrlailC, of Paric;.-- 

;rand-daughter, :ks. Cessie Pzrker 3 w i z  of Fctsdt~x. ------------------ 
Isaac  Parker bras born i r ~  Addison Zo~i t ; ,  . - TJerr:oirt, CepteraLsr 5, 1799, a soli 

of ASrahax acd Sarah ?.fi:itney Pcrker. :.c cz r r i ed  ihanda Fctr ick  of tl.at coxtt;. 
i n  1824. O f  six cil i ldrec ijorr, t o  t i l a  only two ;Tew t o  ~ d i l l t : ~ c i d ,  o m  of ti-e tvo, 
PXss Sophie Parker, who died i n  Potsdarll i:i ldCl  a t  t!.e a;e cl' tl:irt;.-tlzce. TLe 
o t t e r ,  a son, was t:ie l a t e  h'Jra5a-a X. Parker, of whom iaore i s  wr i t t en  a t  tile e ~ d  
of t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

- Y 

2 4 0  l e t t e r s ,  writ ter ,  :,-y Iszac  Paricer i n  1%30 znd 1g31 f ron  I-Iontpelier, ermor~% , 
t o  h i s  wife i n  Kingstor,, Vernon:, r evea l  how a t  t h a t  t i n e  he was serving in t he  
Veraoni l eg i s l a t u r e ,  

Isaac Parker moved with his f d l j r ,  t o  St .  Lawrence County ir. 1S33, Thej  
l i ved  f o r  a sho r t  t i n e  i n  Far i shv i l l e ,  and tken rroved t o  Pierreporit h e m e  i:i Potsdam, 
near the  Garfield residence. Later 1,x. Parker b u i l t  a !lome on ;:adrid noad, now 
known as  Pine Street .  



1 :.,'iiile l i v i s ~  i n  Potsdm ke served a s  t o ~ n  supervisor, t r u s t e e  of t ne  St. 
Tkraerice Xcaderc, and was one of t he  founders of the  Potsdam Presbyterian Cliurch. 

I :;e died i n  1256, and h i s  wife i n  18'72, :<;it!l t h e i r  daughter, Sophie, they a r e  
buried i n  Sarf i e l J  Ceiaeterj-. 

r- . following quotatiofis are tzken from l e t t e r s  wri t ten  t o  n i s  son, t h e  l a t e  
A .  X. Pzrker, G-mi~is the winter of 1254-55, while the  l a t t e r  was at tending law 
school i l l  A l b a r ~ .  

Cctober 1, 1354 
I$ d e w  2911,- 

Co Ce very czreful  of ;oar ilealtt,, DO not smoke or use tobacco i r ,  any form. 
r. i:lat i s  el~au~i-i t o  r u i n  t h e  cor;stiC~kior, of arijrone. zre  abouJc a s  usual  a t  home - 
,-.- t.i, own healt? niiseraile enong:l, I start to-morrow t o  meet t he  Supervisor a t  Canton. 
I &ead the  j?'~. T::ese Potsdm-Santcn hotheads w i l l  make it harder than ever. 
dsdway got the  nomi~:ztioc fo r  cour , '~  t r k a s w e r  o w r  Sus se l l  who had held it f o r  
twent;--one gears. ';le s 3 a l l  proLabl;. soon have two counties out of old St .  Lawrence. 
,. ~zr-tori  alid ?rotakly several  towns south of it w i l l  figkit hard t o  get  an appropria- 
tior. of $5,030 t o  h i l d  a new J a i l ,  but Fotsdeii w i l l  o f fe r  t o  build a l l  t he  County 
3uildings i f  they w i l l  l e t  us have theill kere f o r  a cew county. 

';be f re igl i t  and lumber ca r s  have begun t o  do a 1ivel;r business. It i s  a 
splencid s igh t  t o  see then ~ o v i ~ ~ g  alons opposite us, especia l ly  i n  t ne  evening. 
n 
. l l z  jrourlg ~ I O ~ S C S  m e  3 ~ ~ i i  a t t r a c t ed  by the sil;l.t afid noise. 

I c!ldilred the  session a t  Canton katter than I !lad expected to .  I found a 
very frie2Gl;- feeliri; f o r  tlie ;;lost part among xy associa tes ,  arid I succee&@tl 
be;-o:d _ , r-- -U- e x p ~ c t a t i o n s  _in secilri?; ~ ~ ~ i l ? f , c ~ e i - i . s ~  Potaikm. 

- 
I have just bee:: lookin;, %:,is f i n e ,  pleasant nornin,-, t o  see t?;e ca rs  go 
" 3 out. :ile view fro:;i oar -;:ous~ is a pleasant one. I have not ye t  iiad tirne t o  go t o  

t!ie depot, but arn t o ld  appearcnccs irlc7,icate l i f e  a d  business. I suppose Sophie 
t o ld  j-ou a l l  ti,e l o c a l  news. hsl : .ess i s  ver; livc1;- here compared t o  neighbor? np 
t o t r ~ s .  A c j  young ri1a.l capatle of teirt; a law c le rk  could get  t h i r t y  do l l a r s  a 
neat:;, i f  be boarded and clothed h i m e l f .  

r . fi;.ailroacl t r zck  i s  bein;; slou1;- f in i shed  b;i laying t he  r a i l s  toward t h e  
village. I L  i s  now withir- a'cout two ri i les of tile v i l l age ,  and we, a t  our iiouse, 
's'iell soor- see t l ~ e  i r o 3  l:orse p - i f f i ~ g  out smoke and snor t ing along with h i s  load 
of r a i l s ,  I heard it near us t h i s  morr:ini;. 

.h; 15, 1955. 

- 
I have never kcom sucii :?a< t h e s  !,ere, a ~ d  business of  a l l  descr ipt ions  i s  ". . .@ Jcr; du l l .  ~ ~ i e r e  i s  ,zrLne f o r  tot!; men arid bsasts .  Grain and po-latoes are almost 

-d.. ,GU A,' 32, r e t  l,.~inter s t i l l  l i nge r s  v i t h  us. I.:one;r cannot te'borrowed a t  a ~ y  reason- 
akle consideretion. Property is  being offered a t  ruinously low pr ices ,  and almost 
everyoce is  ta lk ing  about coin2 "west". The cause is apparent - t he  l a s t  un f ru i t f u l  
SeasGri and t he  long hard win5er jus t  pas t ,  It w i l l  take  two or more favorable 
seasons t o  l e v e l  us off t o  the posi t ion we have l o s t .  

I keep Loth horses ye t ,  arid probably s h a l l  have t o  f o r  sone tiine t o  come. ;lo- 
o:.e w i l l  buy elem f o r  much. I'ay i s  worth twentjr do l l a r s  a tor:, asd Indian meal* two 
f i f t y  hundred pourds, and we kave scarce any of e i t he r  i n  t h i s  couctry now, 



I f  you th ink best  t d  se t t l e 'he re ,  you ]:ad. be t t e r  p l az t  yolasel f  il;~:teLiately, 
. 7  

and rer,t a pew i n  the  new PresbJ%erizr. metlt4i!;; -:o?;se. If you i o  ~ i c t  i e t  8rA7 L ~ e f l  
hab i t s  such a s  intelriperance or sr?okii~, and che~i :~; ,  I t l l i rk  ; ou car1 2s a ~r62t . . 
business here. It w i l l  depecd OE ;'ourself, ;-o-x f i d e l i t j  to ~ ~ S L C ~ S S ,  p?rsc-?c.rr-i;ce 
and econoniy. ?Je can a l l  help  ;ox w i t : l  gooG v i l l  ar,2 t o  ~ o o d  eTfect,  i f  . ~ e  3 l ; C  it 
w i l l  pay. :*,'rite soor: u l e s s  ;-ou are co~i r , ;  kor.:e i.:L:-,?Jiatel;-. 

-. 
Af rcc-t;ior:r,tel;i ; o : z  - ati-les, 
lszac Farker 

Of St .  Latrence CourQ s more notable pukl ic  pe rsona l i t i e s ,  lion. Abra!lm X. 
Parker, of Potsdan, holds a pzonir~er:t place. ::err i n  'L'ermofit before i;is parents 
Carrie f i r s t  t o  Paris?:ville, and l a t e r  t o  PotsCaa, ..is sci:ooliri; d id  cot  extend 
beyond t he  old St. Lawrence kcadeni2 i n  Po t sd~ t i  ar,L the  A1Sar;~. Law School. After  
shor t  terms of pract ic ing law i n  3uff a l o  and Syrac?.;se he s e t t l e d  i n  Fotsdm wii,ere 
he soon becane proI?linent iri p o l i t i c a l  arid corrk%ur-it.;. clatters. 

From numerous l o c a l  po l i t ' i ca l  o f f i c e s  he advznce2 i n t o  Lroader arid brozder 
public f i e l d s .  :le serve2 i n  the  Lew York S t a t e  Bssec?;l;;, i n  t ke  S t a t e  Seriate with 
d i s t inc t ion .  Iie was e lected f r o n  t:,e old 19th cengress iorz l  Z i s t r i c t  t o  the  I l o ~ s e  
of Representatives where he serve< f o l x  terms. I n  lC9O Preside1-k :!eltj&.;li~ : i a r i s o n  
appcinted him an Assistant  AttorrAejr Ccneral i n  tLc 2. S.  Cepartfient of Zustice of  
which 'Jilli&zi Yoward Taf t  was t::e-r. So l ic to r  Cerieral. T h s  formed. a frie11dshi.p 
between these  two t o  endure t!:rou,-lio~t t he  r c ~ a i r , a e r  of '3or;gress;can Parker's l i f e .  

Alt!lough of ten  i n  t h e  , seats  of c a p i t o l  a t  AILar,y zr,& IJas'lingtofi, or, h i s  
e l e c t i ve  du t ies ,  I~ir, Parker was s L~L~,C. ; I~  l oga l  t o  !,is l.ort!, Cou:itrjr f ollis. I n  
Fotsda.i %e kecariIe a rrienber of t he  Fotsdam ;:orr;.?al Loard wilec t i i s t  i n s t i t , - t '  lor, was 
chartered, Late i n  t h e  19th ce~l tury  it was t o  l?i i i~ tl:c Clarksori s i s t e r s  so oftel: 
turned f o r  ccunsel and acivice i r ;  este';,lisilir;,- C l ~ r k s o n  College a s  a mei::crial t o  
t h e i r  l a t e  brother. He became or~e of i t s  f i r s t  t r u s t ee s  anZ sxcceeded Cchn C. 
ibIcIntyre a s  chairman of t h a t  board. 

iTe took great  pr ide  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  back i n  1GC5 Presidect  Lincoln appointed 
him postnaster  of Potsdam, 

Abraham %. Parker's career  came t o  a c lose  i n  1309, t h e  da t e  of i i is  death. 
H i s  somd ju dge~en t ,  high purpose i n  l i f e ,  and izarked a i i l i t y  co~si~allded t he  respect  
and a f f ec t i on  of t h e  people of t h i s  county. 

( ~ o t e :  FYss Eowla~d w 2 s  asked what tile i n i t i a l  X. i n  2.k. Parker's ntzy-e, 
Abraham X. Parker, stood fo r .  She 1ai;ghea. ~rl:othirlg, nothin< a t  all.  There was 
another A,  Parker on our s t r e e t  in-Fotsdan. The mail  of ~ j ;  uncle cor~stant1-y becazie 
mixed with t h e  other Parker's.  So uncle adopted t he  i n i t i a l  X. t o  assure g e t t i r g  
h i s  own m z i l ,  .This was always a great  joke within the  fmi ly . " )  ---------------- 

Some uonths ago z f i r e  was s t a r t ed  i n  a huge Lark p i l e  j u s t  e a s t  of Vaddington 
a s  p a r t  of the  clearance f o r  t he  Power Project .  It burns slowly but sterdi12 
through r a i n  and snow and looks l i k e  t h e  c r a t e r  of a volcario. Formerly pulp wocd 
with t he  bark on was brought ap the  St .  Lawrence Iiiver t o  t he  dock a t  lkdding+uori. 
The f i r s t  operat ion a f t e r  unloading was removal of the  bark. The refuse  bark was 
p i l ed  near by, and over a period of y e w s  these  crossings formed a ;;reat accmu12tion 
over a considerable area. The slow burring of t h i s  mate r ia l  underneath t he  surfzce  
may continue u n t i l  spring. 



rri ~ ~ 1 1  i n  &n D ?  :Iarol.d S t c r i e ' s  !:ore ofi Joi;:ii 2";rset i n  Gocverrieur 
..-. vlllsse l - l a r i ~ ~  a bee2+virul 312 c>crrj:-frz.r.rZd c ~ r ? . :  : ~ ~ ~ r i c a ~  p i r r o r  1 2 3 5  -u 

? .  r l 
p-;ict:x2 pal;el 2.L tl:c; t.32, s :~~o . jy ; t ed  >: ; ~ c n t i e  c;esljr; ekovcj. -ije :zi;*rar i s  

. . .-- . cqid .>.. A t.2 ; ~ o n r ;  -bU br.3?2~:1~~ 521s r r ea  i~ k;. zczcs  as$ net t ; -  2ol.:ris ;;io~:lpso::, 
-- ;.,:l,o ca;;,e a s  s e t t l e r s  f r o ; ~  :iarifcj-G, ' !~s~i i : lg t~i i  c ~ z & ~ - -  i" r ema i~ed  i n  tile ~~~~~~~8 . .  , - 

Go;.p. .Lo ',lie ki;ke 1% r;e5aii;s -tlie property c: :k, S2Loric. 

. - Ri, :;s;;:e ti:2c a rs-oi:ver;nd j cL  dc;:-c i.0 tlie .--ass, ;;l< .a.t ",:,e a-t 
8 :  . . 
L;:C kop st,ii,l Lec;rs a palr;tlr-1; of ' ?; 9 '" . ,,3;:::.>~2:: 221-1: llo::e. r'?., :,e piece i s  r"if-tec:i . . % .  

, ; '- - -- P. ? ,,,, bii-il-,.c z'i;e s ides  lla-<c a beaded relief d~si;:fi. ,i,s piece i s  
cr; re:,:arkakl;- ~ooci, coy!diiioa a f k r  150 years ai:d more of ilse, 

?. , . - m a  . 3 --  ; - , r,.. p .? . :e  301~1 '"!j~ prcpes-:;. 17~ ir i i~~ ;?  l a s t ,  

co:;sta;;t'lg. grc;.?:~; co l l ec t ion  0," earl27 k e r i c a n  iteins of l o c a l  i r i lercs t .  :Is i s  a 
l i r i ea l  descefiGazt cf acotlier f2l;iily sei;tled in ssc\rcraeur aboxt 1608, Tenj an;il> 
ayd ';fillnrd .?mit,:-: beic,- liis earl . .  ~ a r e b e a r c r s .  " It has 'fieeyl. :,k. Storie's f c ~ d  ilo pe 9 

ariC t h ~ t  of :ilayiz ariotlier, t h a t  t l i r o z ~ i i  some means these and otlier i t e m  of l o c a l  
t i i s t o r i c a l  i f i t e res t  f i ~ d  a fi:izl rt?posi4;cr;i i;; a ~ O Q V C Y L I ~ ~ C ~ ~  :LL~scu~~~. I ~ i - ~ t h c r  worcis 
t h e  of sccli a 1alsel;rC still e k s t s  i n  c&r:L;;lslity. 

f i oc to r  Crist ;XI1 Ruins Cld ?.Jaddirl~ton Indus t r i a l  S?ioreli;.e 



Early 'iJaddin<ton 
The Dam, tile Lock, and t h e  Power Cznzl 

3y Ethel  C. Glds 

A two mile s t r e t ch  of t h e  St. Lawrence r i v e r  between Vaddington and Ogden, or  
Crapser! Islarid i s  known loca l ly  a s  L i t t l e  River. Alorig t h i s  course t h e  water f e l l  
e ight  or  nine f e e t  within a few rods, t h e  same drop which, i n  t h e  north channel, 
extended f o r  aboxt t h e e  miles t o  form t h e  Rapide Plat .  

-- -- - 

The south channel, with i t s  shor t  carry,  was t h e  f avo r i t e  rou te  f o r  t h e  French 
voyageurs and was t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o ~ t e  f o r  t h e  Indians i n  t h e i r  passage up or  down 
t h e  stream. Ar t i f ac t s  found i n - the  s o i l  and abor iginal  b u r i a l  s i t e s  near t he  
v i l l age  a re  evidence t h a t  Indians t a r r i e d  here on t h e i r  journeys. The water, above 
and below t h e  cascade, flowed over t he  limestone r i v e r  bed rraking an i d e a l  f i sh ing  
area. Black bass, northern pike, muske1lun~;e and wall-eyed pike had always been 
p le f i t i fu l  i n  L i t t l e  River. The brooks which empty i n t o  t he  r i v e r  a t  Vaddington 
were a na tura l  spawning ground f o r  wall-eyed pike. The "spring run" would f ind  t he  
Indians waiting. 

The beauty of t h e  f a l l s  and t he  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  water power drew white set-  
t l e r s  the re  a s  ear ly  a s  1798. By 1803 they were being supplied with lumber from 
a saw m i l l  powered by water through a race  way. The propr ie tors ,  David A. Ogden 
and Thonias L. Ogden, of Xew York, had v i s ions  of an i n d u s t r i a l  empire a t  t h i s  water 
power center. A v i l l age  was l a i d  out by David A. Ogden, which he ca l led  Hamilton, 
i n  honor of h i s  l a t e  f r i end  and former l a w  par tner ,  Alexarlder Hamilton. Then it 
developed t h a t  the re  was a v i l l a g e  ca l led  Hamilton i n  &idison County t he  name was 
changed t o  Vaddington i n  1818. Then s e t t l e r s  first began coming i n t o  t h e  area  
Hamilton became a f lour ishing settlement. Permission t o  bui ld  a dam having been 
received from the  l eg i s l a tu r e  i n  1808, t h e  propr ie tors  made has te  with its con- 
s t ruct ion.  Plans included a lock t o  make t he  south channel nzvigable. The lock 
was t o  be f i f t y  f e e t  long by t e n  f e e t  wide, with a d r a f t  of two fee t .  Curham 
boats, t h e  l a rge s t  c r a f t  then i n  use on t h e  r i v e r ,  were not more than 35 o r  40 
f e e t  long and t h e  dimensions of t h e  lock were adequate. A t o l l  of twenty-five cen ts  
a t o n  was established. 

The St. Lawrence Lock Co. was organized Apr i l  1, 1838 Itfor building locks at  
I s l e  au Rapid" (0gden ~ s l a n d )  and t he  lock was conpleted a f t e r  some disappointments 
due t o  f a u l t y  construction. B u i l t  below t h e  dam and near t h e  north end, it was i n  
use u n t i l  some time i n  t h e  1830's. By t h a t  time steam boats were used on t he  r i v e r  
and shipping was  being routed through Canadian canals and locks past  the  Rapide 
Pla t .  I n  1956 t h e  above foundation, s t i l l  i n t a c t ,  could be seen i n  t h e  dewatered 
south channel. It was t h e  only lock ever i n  use on t he  American s ide  of t he  St. 
Lawrence', an  eminence now soon t o  be yielded t o  t he  Eisenhower and Grass Eiver l o c k .  

The stone dam was completed a t  a cost  of $3,000 according t o  t h e  record .and 
h i s to r ians  of t h a t  time speak of it as a hydraulic power without limit. About t h e  
same time a bridge was b u i l t  above t h e  dam by David A. Ogden t o  t h e  i s land  where he 
was constructing h i s  imposiqg stone mansion. The bridge was always maintained by 
t h e  owners of t h e  Island property, t he  Ogden family, and, l a t e r ,  t h e  E. S. Crasper 
family. Known ,as "the drawbridge1' it a t  one time had t h r ee  openings t h r o ~ h  which 
boats could be admitted. One was f i l l e d  i n  years  ago. After  an A p r i l  storm took 
one of t h e  two bridges i n  1951, permission was  given t o  c lose  t h e  second opening. 
The bridge was then b u i l t  high* and had one opening f o r  water. 

A board walk f o r  pedestrians was a l so  provided on t he  dam. About t he  middle 
of t h e  c e n t q  a wooden bridge was b u i l t  j u s t  below t h e  dam f o r  wagons and s le ighs  
t o  t ranspor t  raw materials and f in i shed  products. 



The power was used d i r e c t l y  f ron  t h e  d a ~  aad a l so  f ron  a power canal  t h a t  was 
dw from t h e  souti1 eend of t h e  dam. T i i i s  was f - a t h e r  exterlded, probably i n  t he  12-30's, 
t o  Cak Street .  The aills and silips were 02: t h e  land between t he  power canal  and t h e  
r i v e r  or  were b u i l t  across t he  canal  i t s e l f .  A road cal led Canal s t r e e t ,  pa ra l l e led  
t h e  canal. 

The upkeep of the  d m  and canal  may have been t he  resporisil;ilitj '  of the Cgden 
faailj; with f e e  col1ection;"or t h i s  purpose. The deat:: of Isaac Cgden occurred i n  
1867. Or; ;kJ 11, 1868, The :Jaddin;;-lon Canal ~nd-IIImks Comparq was incorporated, 
?blade up of tke  r e a l  e s t a t e  ol:mers on tile northerly s ide  of the  canal, it was 
organized ' I t 0  wide3 rnd deeper, tile canal, keep t he  walls i n  r epa i r  and regulate  
nethods of taking %:ie water". A~riual assessme;~ts were not t o  exceed $300, Owners 
ver'e, kj- law, rw-Ared  t o  keep i n  repa i r  t h e  walls of the  canal  along or  across 
t h e i r  lo t s .  

S i t e s  chanced owncrs a t  times. ' ires occurred et i n t e rva l s  and mills were 
r e b u i l t  or  t he  s i t e s  wit : :  t h e i r  valuable water power *re taken over by other in- 
dust r ies .  

For t he  ~ e x t  hmdred years or so, industry centered along t h e  dam and power 
calial. Zaw materials  t o  be processed z t  t h e  m i l l s  and shops were brought i n  by 
t he  fzsmers of the  surroundi::; area who had t h e i r   rain ground i n t o  f l o u r  or grist, 
wool ;nade i a t o  cloth or yzrr;, and loss  made i n t o  lumber or  f in ished woodwork. Hides 
were made i n t o  leather  from wkick i t i n e r a n t  cobblers could make boots and shoes. 
?lax was processed f o r  tl,e i,ome spinner. :';li;j- of tiiese products brought a cash 
income t o  t he  Tamer. ;*laddington prospzred and grew, becoming ar, incorporated 
v i l l age  Apri l  26, 1339. 

r- 1 ::ere was always c ~ ~ i s t  ir; operation acd usual13 more than  ond;*v33"e': 
ea r  liest i n d - ~ s t r i c s  were l is  t-ed i n  1610 as t vo- q ; ~ ; L ; L & ~ l l ~ S 1 - ~ i ~ % ~ ~ ~  a f x l E n &  
-A - - - - -- - - __ - _._- --- 

P' . m i l l  alld a t r i p  i ;~ .mer  s.,op. ilils sliop .ria3 l r l c r  'ttno~in a s  tile scythe factorji where 
3jlvalius Prz:t, son of lllnasa Fra t t ,  ~ . i a i ~ - ~ a c t ~ a - - x i  tll~ f i r s t  scythe and axe t o  be 
rnade kjr n a ~ : ~ l n c r y  i n  t:,e coal:tj.. 

A ;loolen r i l l ,  a paper zill, a b l a s t  furr:ace, a d i s t i l l e r j r ,  tannery, f l a x  
rslls, cardirAg ;.ills, pi aria in^ and wood working shops, ;nills, a sash and 
L.lir2d factory,  ar, oat  meal =ill, Larre l  Tectorjr, a ba t t e r  tub fac tc ry  and asl leries 
were oti,er imhxrLries r.riiic1: i~ad  developed ljef ore 1840. 

Tiie p p e r  x 5 l l  was ti:e first '  i n  St. Iz;;re.ice courity. A record of JUG- 20, 
1e2& i~ tl,e couL-L;. c l e rk ' s  o f f i c e  iridicates t k e  s a l e  of land bclow ',he ila2 on . , .- . r l-xie 4 tc vTmcs S. Ziiq-cr, A A ~ f e ~  .~.,ii~~;,:l: a id  S a u e l  'ikiles. A building had been 
?rovided f o r  t 3 e  p p e r  r G l l  and tke  deed ktipiilateci t h a t  t he  water po1,ler must be 
applied t o  p q e r  rr.&<ii;lg o:il;.. '=:,is i ~ d u s t r y  l a s t e2  about twenty years  under severa l  
cxners, izaking wrapping and writ ing paper. Tiiis paper m i l l  of 1826 i s  not t o  be 
:onfused wit!; t::e 2 a z s  m i l l  t~hici; w i l l  be described l a t e r .  

A  tanner^ w a s  Suilt b;r Jaoo:, I"er;ton i n  1227. It was a prof i t ab le  lndustry 
a d  i.Jas continued bj t h e  fzniljr u n t i l  bought by Peter Dalton i n  1855. H e  ad6ed an 
lipper s t c ry  t o  t h e  stone building and c o ~ t i n u e d  t he  indust iy  more than twenty years  
mti7r the  bui ldicg burned. It had an output of 2800 hides a year. Wheh the  tan- 
ner3 needed bark there  would be a procession of f o r t y  o r  more teams l ined up on 
Canal S t r e e t  waiting with t h e i r  loads of hemlock o r  oak bark. The walls of t h e  
tannery vet'e a prominent f ea tu r e  of t h e  r i v e r  bank near t h e  end of t h e  power canal  
u n t i l  t h e  summer of 1957. 



A foundry was es.ta-~1isi;ed :.fit;; Zentzirir; 7sr i t ley a s  o?era.Lor ir, 1.6/,0. Thi s  
9 q~ costi:;;ed ma7,a.y ;jore jre=s, x&::c.;iL:.- plo:j-:'.: c breed i n  1874 bu t  t12s re ' ; -dl t  ...- u ,a,U enu 

s toves .  A r~~stji s tove  doer  vii'-1 e l s l c r a t e  p a t t e r n  sal~rageci idhen ti le ri-;er Led wzs 
dewatered i n  1956, isms poba 'z ly  a G i s c z d e d  pri;d.~ct froin ';he fo-~:.(dr;-. 

Ar, bar, f;lrA2ace, eri i rLdus t ry  ~ s s t a b l i s > ~ e d  '3-7 .tk;e ,nzde>s ir ;  1s3f+, ;na& p i g  i r o n  
and cas.ting-s. It is descriSe< a s  .ttJc-i+-- -. -dl - 3i;( _'. : s q i i a e  aLd twe-i- :- -! - .-G- l~, , . -c~,: i~ f e e t  I i i ~ i ;  . . gz-jlng in;;iGe d i a j e t c r  of six feet te;;  il;c-:es vit;; cxc. c37_d jl2s.t a:;G one t q r - - . ~ - -  -A t.. 

I.t, i s  rt.por-tcd i;;at t i ie  b r i c k  bu-ldiri; e n c l ~ s c <  two o r  s e y ; ~ c a t ?  f?~:~~-,ac~~-s,  
Pl one o l  :..Liic!l %as ;?ut; i~ oi)erztiofi i n  183C and azs nsed f o r  onl j  o;:e S l a s t .  ~ n e  

furrlace used t o g  o r e  kro-~gi , t  sevea  ~-2le;j from r;uzaps tke S r a s s  r i v e r  two a1;d a 
ha l f  ~ i 1 - e ~  fro12 1 8 k i G .  cos-i  of i;l;e o r e  &l i - je red  2: t&l".zsace !>Jas t:;rae 
d o l l a r s  per  to-. It made i r o n  of excel len-t  q c a l i 5 y  but t h e  d i f f i c z l t i e s  consec.ted 
w i t i  rnain'.,zinil;,- a b l e s t  f rxnzce  p~even-Led ti ie i n d u s t r y  f r o n  ope ra t ing  a t  a p r o f i t  

. . ayld a f t e r  i.t was discontiriuc<. -,;is --lass-liki;s ref ; ise ,  2s v c l l  a s  p i e c e s  
of iron o,-;., ijere f r c ; . : q ~ e ~ ~ l ~ : -  7rI'C.L;ll.~ 1: ~~~1 -1 b Llig L:- <I work 0: exczvation. 

- - A 1w;e stor;e :;fill L : i l t  ir ,  1G50 '"7 Sapt .  L . a t l ~ a r A i e l  Ta,;mt 73s operated Ly ,. ,, . 
. .ort!rop Lrot l -ers  7::;til 12,~ x l e c  it I.ias s o l d  t o  L,. J. I r o c t o r .  It !;ad f 0 . x  r a n  
of s t o n e  and r o l l e r  ~ x a c ' ~ i n e r ~  ~ . ~ i c h  w a s  s t e a d i l y  e32lo;.ed i~ c ~ s t o i n  work. It . - r 7 coritisued cr;til 1990 1,dl~:le~ it was dsr;-ll.;;ea ~y f i r e .  ,L;e i .~atr-r i.L-ecl p i t  of t i , i s  
m i l l  . r ~ i t L  i%s early type  t 3 i L i n e  wzs -lo 1 : ~  seer, i n  t:Le r.;ii;s a t  tLe  soui!i end of 
t h e  dar,. 3e lox  the P raz to r  m i l l ,  separa ted  f r o n  it 'uj. a p l zn ing  m i l l ,  p i s t  was 
g o u n d  f o r  custoiri i n  ariotker ~ n i l l .  

A b u t t e r  f a c t o r y  z t  ti,e I s l and  ' e r n i n a l  of t h e  d m  vas EZ i r ~ p o r t a ~ t  ixdus t r j -  
-7 f o r  mar?j. years .  T h i s  wzs owned a:;a .operated 5- ;:on. S. S rapse r ,  xho i n  13E0, 

i ough t  t h e  I s l a n d  proper ty  f r o n  t h e  9gdec e s t a t e .  

A saw m i l l  was a l s o  i n  ope ra t ion  adjoinini ;  t:-e i;,l~Lter f a c t o r y .  

I n  1853, liemy Kipley Zanes, p ~ b l i s i l e r  of C ~ c l e l i ~ b ~ ~ ; ,  Lo~g- . t  o ld  s tone  
g r i s t  m i l l  a long t:ie d 2 ~  and. c o n v ~ r t e d  it i n t o  a p p e r  : n i l 1  -lo s3~ppI j -  ;!is ncws- 
papers ,  t h e  St .  h m e n c e  Z e p ~ b l i c a n  and t h e  Daily J o - x n s l .  ::e klilt a:i a d d i t i o n  
and i n s t a l l e d  a new modern aaciiine,  a 64" 7ourd r in i e r .  Tllc :ni l1  operated t h e  
y e s  rosnd,  supp l i e s  being bro .xht  i n  by boat  i n  s u m e r .  Eags were ~ s e d  f o r  s tock  
f o r  which woaen, a t  t i n e s  a s  xany 2s f i f t y ,  were eaployed t o  s o r t .  ::en o f  t h e  town 
had einployment i n  t h e  m i l l  and a s  teamsters  f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of t h e  paper 
which had t o  be moved t o  Gddensburg by teain i n  t h e  winter .  Yhc i ~ i d u s t r y  was ti le 
most ex tens ive  one t o  make use  of t h e  water power. It cont inusd f o r  iwecty y e a r s  
u n t i l  des t royed  by f i r e ,  A p r i l  24, 1883. 

ASout 1896 t h e  v i l l a g e  voted  t o  b u i l d  an  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  p l a n t .  k d e r  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of IIerbert  D a l z e l l  it was conpleted i n  1897. It suppl ied  incandescent  
s t r e e t  l i g h t s  of  30 candle power. A water PLLXP was i n s t a l l e d  as it was expected 
water would be piped t o  t h e  s t r e e t s .  Funds f o r  this f a i l e d  so  t h e  only p ipe  l a i d  
was a s u r f a c e  l i n e  from t h e  power house t o  t h e  Yovn :!all. Soon hones were being 
l i g h t e d  on a f la t  r a t e  bas i s .  Tilere was one switch i n  each house and when t h a t  was 
turned  or, a l l  t h e  l i g h t s  caine on. People s t i l l  renember t h a t  l i g h t s  went o f f  a t  
midnight,  and a dance o r  o t h e r  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n  must s t o p  t h e n  uL les s  some one took 
up a c o l l e c t i o n  and hastened t o  t h e  power b o w e  t o  pay t h e  ope ra to r  t o  keep t h e  
power on for  another  hour o r  so. Af t e r  a few y e a r s  t i ie p l a n t  was so ld  t o  t h e  I'ew 
York and Ontar io  Power Co., which company was a c q ~ r i n g  water r i g h t s  i n  t h e  a rez .  



L i t t l e  River ,  IJaddington, f i f t y  yea r s  ago. "2ridgeft a t  left .  o l d  d m  with a t w a l k "  in ceater .  Canal S t r e e t ,  i f idus t r i e s  2nd exposed P ~ - ~ e r  Canal, r igl i t* 

FanoraTLa a t  Top: : , i t t le ' s rsnic ~ks re ' ' .  ~ ~ a e  was o ~ e e  l if ied irit>i 
, . t h r i v i n g  s:r,all i n & ~ r t r i e s  a:: -:.,r; r2i.T OP b ~ l d i i i ~ s  aSove indi-  

c&es. A s  show:! t h e r e  was tl-e slisre, <:-c buildizc-- " "2, b:!en t h e  "po?::er 
canel" LLiich was a c t u a l l y  a plarked c:rcr f>&?i~ ( p m t  exposed \.fiiere 
planks' had been ren;.oved a t  r i ~ h - ~  ) Zrsn -,il:ic:i 1.2tzrals d ive r ted  water 
from t h e  f l u i e  t o  t h e  water r.L:eels ir. ..re:; $..st. F a r e l l e l l i n g  t:le 
f l m e  was Canal S t r e e t ,  a s h c r t  s e c i i o ~  of r-I:.;ic:? cen 'ce seen a t  tlie 
r i g h t .  Out i n  'tl,e cen te r  of t h e  old 222, al02; r.<:ick i s  t h e  foot- 
i.;alk 1,jith i!a.nd r z i l s ,  cari ' ~ e  see r  tl:e o ld  ? k c t r i c  L i ~ h t  Plai-:$ 
(snail wooden bui lding)  of 59 yea-:; ago. I n  2bcta::ce a r e  t h e  rs.tris 
of t h e  old  paper ~ n i l l ,  t h e  lock. Or, t$e islcr:< is  clezl-1;. d iscerni-  
b l e  tile n g & ~ ~  I s land  IIouse (?:ansiori). A t  1ef.t i s  tlie I1bridge" or  
caus-aj- f o r  veh ic le  t r z f f i c  t o  t h e  I s l a i k .  Second ?ow of P i c t w e s ;  
Left t o  Bight: Iis t h e  "cat:,ia1kr' a l o i ? ~  tLe dun looked i:1 t h e  earlgr 
1900's. I ron watertL~ee1 foar,d i n  the r1i.x of tlie o ld  Proctor feed- 
i r i l l  a t  c a s t  eri? of cia-.. Twc ?e w c i ! e o  over s l d c e s  carrying 

* .  
miter f r c z  p w e r  cana l  back ih&f Lit-.-- -,:ver, from old p is t  zill,  
Isover Left  : ,'a.n~es Paper Ilil!: 1.263-1223. Lover E i ~ h t  : l o w d a t i o n s  
of o ld  Lock, f i r s t  and only lock or. h e r i c a l ;  s i d e  of St. h m e n c e  
ul:til SiserJ~lower ( ~ o b i n s c n )  Lock 2nd Srass  River Locks were tor;.- 

s*lructad. 



.. -7 ;t was expectez tLai  i::e coiapacj. would develop power f o r  s a l e  i n  -.ew rork and 
Ca:iedc Lut t?Ls c o d d  r,ot be acc~mplis i~ed.  ?:.e cornpa;?;. paid taxes  f o r  Pan; years  
on tLe sropertj.  but it f i s a l l y  reverted t o  St .  hwrence county. The St. Lawrence 
V t i l i t i e s  b o q k t  t he  xachinery i n  1923. The wooden building, t h e  l a s t  r e ~ a i n i n g  
s t ruct -me or1 t he  d m ,  wzs f i n a l l y  demolished. 

" ;. ~ . . e  power canel  wzs s t i l l  i n  us6 ':i tile ear ly  1900's. There were black smith 
sllops, a bu t te r  f a c t o r j ,  severa l  wcod working sh-nument shop a:d saw m i l l s .  
v 7 ~ i i e s e  were s x a l l  i r d u s t r i e s  but s e n e 6  t h e  people well, !;owever, ti:= could not 
coxpete with ?,he i r i cus t r i a l  expansion t h a t  produced l u g e  sca le  operation and -., . s'clperior cox,ino;rl~.les. 'Jzddington wzs hm,pered too by i t s  remoteness frora a r a i l -  
road. The 'ccildin,s alorig tl:e s a n d  f e l l  i n t o  disuse  and were d i s ~ ~ n t l . e d .  The 
l a s t  builclicr; t o  be taken Cown was t h a t  of J. S. Rutherford, a l z r ~ e  wood working 
es ta i l i s?~aei i t .  

:,OW, not a ves t ige  remeins ol" tLe in i ius t r i a l  center. Tile Power and Seawq 
It'raject l ~ a s  cleared Zanal s t r e e t ,  denolished t h e  Islarid :h i s ion ,  re~;~oved tlie dm.  
A s  time goes on it i s  increasirqlj :  d i f f i c u l t  t o  remefiber t he  h i s t o r i c  landmarks 
of L i i i l e  Liver t h a t  once made an i n t e r e s t i ng  and picturesque Iiaddington. ------------------- 

!L LIST ?I; liISTC2IC AIT:;FJmS!21ES OCCLEILG IIi 1958 
?repared by i , k l c o h  300';?1, Secrotzsy 

of t ke  St. Lavrence Courit; l I i s t o r i ca l  Bssociation 

1602: C:implzints f i r s t  voyage up t he  St .  k-wrence Ziver. 
18%: Constraction of new j a i l  a t  Canton. 
1355: Cctober: Formt ion  of St .  Lawrence County T;'eacl.iersl Associatior, ir, Santon. 
1202: Apri l  1: Passage of a c t  t o  aidthorize 2 ,  IJaddington, D. 1.. azd T. L. Ozden 

t o  Luild canal  a ~ d  locks z t  Iiaiiilton (';~addin,-ton). 
125.3:- S~ec'i2ori of s t a t e  arsenal  i n  Cgci-ensb.xg. 
1808: "st v i s i i  of David Parish t o  Cgdensburg. 

Cpe~ ing  of Rosseel s t o r e  i n  Ogdensburg with stock of $40,000. 
I j u i l d i n ~  of two schooners, "Collector" and "Fzperiment" commenced i n  

Ogc?ens?:urg on Kovernber 10. 
1858: Jurie: Building of v i l l age  and town h a l l  co;nmenced i n  Ogdensburg. 
1833: F i r s t  r e s ide s t  Catholic p r i e s t ,  ?ather James Salmon, i n  Ogdensturz s ince  t h e  

French w a r .  
1803: F i r s t  school i n  -:emelton, taught by Dyer Badger. 
1853: i;oveaber 11: Legal incorporation afid building of Rensselaer Fa l l s  :;ethodist 

Church. 
1258: Ii. il. Godard and Co. s t a r t ed  first bznk i n  Canton. 
1858: I n s t i t a t i o n  of St. Lawrence cop-~andery, K n i ~ h t s  "I'plar, a t  Canton. 
180C,: Settleiaent of ;;est Potsdarn by Simeon D a r t .  
1858: Erection of town house a t  Potsdaii, costing $5,000. 
1833: Secular society of Potsdai  Ijethodist c!~urch formed, February 4. 
1858: Construction of Fotsdam Eapt is t  church. 
1358 : ih rch  4 : Crganization of Iiorwood Congregational church 
1808: F i r s t  school i n  Lisbon, d i s t r i c t  1. 
1808: September 7: Xadrid Capt is t  church f~rmed.  
1808 :or 1809: Ramblin-Castle d is t i l l (ery  b u i l t  i n  Iikdrid. 
1858: Cardner Cox's potato s ta rch  factory changed t o  corn s ta rch  factory i n  town 

of Pierrepont . 
1808: Decernber 2: David Parish purchased Rossie from Gouverneur I~lorris  and James D. 

LeEaj~. 
1808: Reuben S t ree te r  b u i l t  m i l l  on Oswegatchie River i n  town of Rossie. 
12308: iienry i.lclaugl~lin, Anasa Zlanchard, and Seth tlbbott were appointed t o  prescr ibe  

r u l e s  f o r  t h e  administering of s,mllpox vaccination i n  t he  town of Zopkinton. 



D. 7,. IVer r i l l . ' s  atarcli factor;- s-ta..Lcd i ; i  ::cplii:-;t~;~. -- Jul; L : Yirst Congra:;a-t io ;x I  cl;-acli o Y  ..o?kintoi.i ,'crirei. .- 
3ecern1:cr 2 : Davi2 arid C e o r ~ e  Faris11 p::zci:ascd Farish-..illc fr3i.i 5z;~cs  ~ j .  T.c>:c?;;. 
IIirarn Parker l j ~ c l t  i r i c k  ::isuse i:i I?~zisl:-;ill.e 3e:tsr. 
Auzl.~s?, 23: Xrst I.:et!~odist socie-b;~ of P a r i ~ l . ~ v i l l e  r ~ o ~ r ~ i i i ~ ~ d .  
Isaac iIenr2aI-1 57:ilt 5rid;e across @swc;;l;atcl:ie I'.iver i n   LOW^: of  ~?~- -~er ! ;ea r .  
Souverne-m i.:orris spent tiires weeks ii-i Ccuver;~eur os cucs'i. of  Isear, k - ~ s t i n .  
September 10 : youverrieur >;orria agr zed t o  zive 1a:L bel.:iz:l %uverr.el.r 
fl.estyt.eririr, cliru'c? as e ceffietery. 
June 23 : Zcnsecration of 2iver::ide cerieter;,., Cc~verlte~xr. 
Elizabctli Sackett taug4;i; f i r s t  scl:ool i z  "ouvc;rLci;r, il-; 1;ridje constrxction 
silack. 
Zokn hoss' cpcned c o o p c r i n ~  shop, Peter  I. T;;at~:~cr  a c l ; a i ~  :I;op, aid kLner 
I ?  wright a wecon shop i n  DekalL. 
Decemb~r 18: Con~~e;;ai;iol:al c;;urci; or::zr~izcd, Zc;I?<-st c r  . 
T i r s t  sett1emc:;t of :.:orristown villa;.e bj- Col. 2avid Tord, k1101d .S;nith, and 
Thomas !Till. 
February 11: T ~ r r a t i o r ?  cZ r e l i y ioc s  .;r.Lon socict-,  T:crristo;a:. .. ! IhrcC 25 : rorlmtion of F r e s t g t e r i a ~  socict i- ,  .~.crrlst;ot~z. . - ,7 Openir,; of I!ailesboro post-off i c e ,  S. :.. I sri:icr, postix.stcr. 
I ron ore feud on f m x  of Justus Psck et Lli t t le  'Ilork. 
August: Fu l le r  Tros. Slast-5.1rrnace conlpletcd a t  Full.ervil1e I ron '.i70rks. 

,I. Opening of Sol~t!: I:mmond pcst-office, I l r .  r'-lnL, pcatncster  . 
F i r s t  scl:ool i n  Loirisville, taught bz 3lisha y.7. ?':m.l,cr i n  ti:e T~lillsori 
cei~llEorhood. 

7 -  7 - .  Construction of a st.onc grist- : ; i l l  z t  Lo-do-~f  l l e  37 Cxnes i.c dicker . 
September: S i u t ~  pccple s~? ; sc r iLc  noney t o  survey e ca:;cl a o u i ~ d  tku L o r q  
Saul t  rapids. I,. Czilcn and U. 1:. 3vis lecd t>,e vcnt'arc. 
?ridge a t  'Zssena C~i-iter swept ewrj bj flood. 
Calvin :i.~kt.ard and Stepiicn iked  erccted l irst  ,rl.ist-~lill i r ;  !.:ixseza. 
T i r s t  r r m e  !;o\lse i r ,  h \ . , ~ e n c ~  %uj.lt of Srssr~cod ''s!ial;esU Lj- 3 z ~ ~ ~ 1  ;:ax-is. 
.?-. %Uakcr clccti:;,~ Lold i:. T~t~-c : : :~e .  
Port Kent-::opkifit or, st aze 1i:ic inau~ur.a?cd. 
Cons.truction of Iiorti:: Ta:~r&t;ce :;~.t!i02i~': cli-ucii, l a t e r  dcs-lro;:cd 'o;- f i r o .  
F i r s t  Luriels i n  !;ourSI ::ill ce:;;eterdr , :~ic!.olville. 
Septeluter 11: T ? r c e  tiori of Iiici,olville l lapt is t  c!.i~rch z t 1Iopki:-iLon. 
Law passed providing fo r  rozd frorr, Carlion t o  Zi-:ester. This becacie t!le Leke 
Ceorge road. 
IIerrcor, Universalist  church orgardzzd. 
Spencer, Anderson, tfr Co. b u i l t  ss:i-r:All ari6 Loct oar fac to ry  i n  Tins. 
iiewy Eushton of Edwards b u i l t  g r i s t -mi l l  i n  Fine. --------------- 

!.,TAT IS 11: A I:$2:2? 

The p la in t ive  question o k z u l i e t  t o  Comeo, m q  Le l inked i n  a slcall d e p e e  t o  
Andrew Ii. I rving,  a res iden t  of Couverneur 60 y e m s  ago. 12. IrvirAg made e t r i p  t o  
Europe and had h i s  baggage marked q u i t e  p la in ly ,  Andrew :I. Irvii-ig, Souverncla, :i. P. 
H i s  first s top  wes at Par is ,  and from t h e  stat he noted he was r e c e i v i q  uriusual 
a t tent ion.  It was not long before it c o d d  l;e seec  t h a t  h i s  a t t e~ i t io r .  was f a r  more 
than any other  person was receiving. Thc obsequio~is a t tent ior ,  f i n a l l y  forced him 
t o  inqu i re  as t o  the  r e s so r  f o r  b e l l  hops, c le rks  and even ordinary c i t i z e n s  ac t ing  
so  extraordinar i ly  po l i t e .  A b e l l  hop said ,  "The Governor of Iiew York we a r e  p r o d  
t o  have as a guest. Gouverneur i s  t h e  French word f o r  Governor, and h i s  baggage 
indicated t h a t  he was t h e  Gowernor of liew Pork. I.k. I rving was f o r  qu i t e  sometbe 
a res iden t  a t  3 Grove S t r ee t ,  Couverneur, t h i s  now being t h e  property of I*. and Iks. 
James Frank blccormick. Later he Uved i n  9gdensbur2. 1.k. I rving was charinan of 
t h e  St. Lawrence County Draft  Board during !Jorld \Jar I. I I i s  home Cgdens'our~ 
res iderce  has s ince  been enlarged i n t o  t h e  p l a t i a l  limestore e t h i a n  Xome ju s t  west 
of t h a t  c i t y .  
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O f  course we a r e  i n  a general  way informed t h a t  t h e  Indians did  some farming 
bur f o r  t h e  rcost pa r t  they did not r e l y  on cu l t iva ted  crops f o r  food so we can pass 
cver t h e i r  farming a s  they had no,taxes, o r  other community cash expenses. 

- 
A s  ear ly  a s  1749 t he r e  were 3,000 Indians and Trench so ld ie r s  a t  Fort 

La Presentation (Qdensburg) and a t  I ~ d i a n  Point  below Ogdensburg. A l i t t l e  farming 
by In6ians was practiced i n  a l imited way i n  what i s  now Ogdensburg. 

I n  1796 Ijathan Ford, land agent f o r  t h e  Ogden family, took possession of 
Ogdens'om-g arid began t o  s e l l  land around Ogdensburg and 3lack Lake. I n  1798 some 
farmers c m e  f ron  Connecticut and cleared land a t  Black Teke e ight  miles west of 
Ogdensburg. These people had sold  lands i n  Connecticut, which were not very 
productive. They wanted be t t e r  land. They found it by buying from 142. Ford. Their 
county s e a t  was i n  Plattsburgh, St .  Lawrence Coufity not being f ~ r m e d  u n t i l  1802. 

I n  1810 t h e  s t a t e  l eg i s l a tu r e  began building t h e  turnpike from Carthage t o  
iihlone (Kow Route 11). This opened up t h e  southern par t  of t h e  county t o  s e t t l e r s .  
These ea r ly  s e t t l e r s  cut  down the  t r ee s ,  p i l ed  and burhed thern. They planted crops 
between stumps a t  f i r s t  u n t i l  they had time t o  remove t h e  stumps. They b u i l t  log 
cabins. Families l ived,  a t e ,  and s l ep t  a l l  i n  one room. Koss was packed between 
t h e  logs  t o  keep out t h e  wind. The f i rep lnce  served both f o r  heat  and l i gh t .  
Sheep were t h e  f i r s t  and most common domestic animals a s  they needed thern f o r  
clothing,  altlnough some l i nen  was made from f lax .  

I n  t he  town of Oswegatchie i n  1820, t he r e  were 2,003 sheep, 1200 oxen, 800 
cows, anL100 horses. Iieavy work was done by oxen a s  horses were not strong enough. 
The f irst  crops were corn, wheat and f l a x ,  and potatoes. 

A yoke of oxen cost  about $60, cows were worth from $10 t o  $15 and sheep $2 t o  $5. 

The f i r s t  ag r i cu l t u r a l  industry was t h a t  of making of potash. The farmers and 
s e t t l e r s  cleared t h e  land and burned t h e  logs and t he  stumps, boi l ing t h e  ashes down 
t o  dry l y e  o r  potash. Thir ty  cords of wood made a ton  of ashes which made only 
one-sixth of a ton  of potash which was worth $100 i n  those times. 

ibney was v e r j  scarce  but people got a lon a s  they had no schools, no school 2 tax ,  and very low general  taxes  which could, f o r  a time, be paid i n  wheat o r  worked 
out on t h e  paths (now roads) under t h e  guidance of t h e  p a t h a s t e r .  This pos i t ion  
i s  now t h a t  of Town Superintendent of Xighways. Schools did not come t o  t h e  ea r ly  
farming a reas  u n t i l  t h e  1840's. Ilowever t h e  children were taught by t h e i r  parents 
a t  home. The education was su i ted  t o  t h e  times. It was inexpensive but would, of 
course, not be sui ted t o  present-day problem of making a l i v ing  and "gett ing on", 
a s  they s t i l l  say i n  our county. 

O u r  county farming went along i n  t h i s  manner f o r  many years.  Every cornunity 
had i t s  saw m i l l ,  g r i s t  m i l l ,  and tannery. These were paid annually by giving pas t  
of t h e  product ins tead of cash. Churches were b u i l t  without cash. I n  1824 t h e  
mem5ers of t h e  Congregational Society of 14adrid desired t o  build a church. They had 
a l a rge  garden near t h e  church and sold crops, r a i s i ng  $400 f o r  t h e  construction of 
t h e  church. 

The c i v i l  w a r  was t h e  turning point  from sheep farming t o  dai ry  f a r u n g ,  althcugh 
t h e  change was very gradual. I n  1820 t he r e  were 75,000 sheep i n  t h e  county. Sy 1890 
the.number was only 10,000. I n  1520 t he r e  were 10,000 oxen and by 18q0 few were l e f t .  
The l a s t  oxen i n  St. k m e n c e  County were owned by Elder George Lockie of Gouverneur 
i n  1955. 



Ax f o r  felling t r e e s  o r  chopping wood, 
" ~ u c k  and Bright", as o f t e n  ca l l ed ,  harnessed w i t h  yoke, 
Early type of plow w i t h  wooden beam. 
Grain c r a d l e  f o r  ha rves t ing  crops,  A muscle bui lder .  
Manvs yoke f o r  c a r v i n g  water, sap o r  milk, 
Sawhorse f o r  holding logs. Served two purposes: t o  warm you 

while you worked, and w h a t  i t  made f o r  ths f i r p p l a c e ,  
Grubbing hoe, o r  mattock, used i n  pzant ing and weeding. 
Home-made wooden rake,  o r  hand-harrow, Which? or ,  mat? 
Adze f o r  shaping timber o r  hollowing logs ,  



A t  f i r s t  b u t t e r  and cilcese vere  made i n  t h e  'rioae. The b u t t e r  i ~ h s t r j  th r ived  
arodil4 ;&&id l i e r e  t;;z Scotcii i m r ~ i g r a ~ l t  s inade b e t t e r  b u t t e r ,  ; ; is torians t e l l  us 
t l i a ~ i  t n e  Yankees f r o n  'Jernont. ?;,e f i r s t  cheese Tactory was a t  F, ichvil le  i n  1SL.3. 
I;: 1230 tile Xadrid creaaerj;  was sl:i;>ping a t o n  of bir t ter  a day t o  Coston. Tor 
y e e r s  we s h i p ~ e d  t o n s  of L u t t e r  and cheese t o  %gland and ha r i ce .  

:his b d t t e r  arid clleese e r a ,  Tram 1870 t o  1920, was trLil.3' t i le golden age of 
ag r i cu l t l l r e  i n  t h i s  cc;riiy, The g rea t  farm 'cuildings were b u i l t  and depicted i n  
the  va r ious  h i s t o r i e s  of S t .  L.awrei;ce County. St&&ftiial barns and houses, r e a t  
yards  and driveways, end t h e  Lest of fences .  Taxes were low and farmers had 
mcnej. t o  keep up t h e i r  bu i ld i cgs .  

-4bout t h e  time 02 tiie I'irst World ',Jar fanners  becar, t o  s e l l  some whole :nilk 
~ .~ i< i iou t  ge t t in ;  trhejr sr s k i m i l k  kack f o r  f a r n  anirxils. 

'Tile first 7 2 i r  ;(as held i n  C: iiton i n  1222 and i n  1G52 t h e  S t .  Lawrence County 
-.- I G ; ~  -, Associat ion i~3s foriced t h e r e .  2~dens'uiu.g plariaed a f a i r  f o r  1S71, arid Potsdam 

q- 7 for  a f a i r  i n  1870. - ~ l e  Goilver~cur f a i r  came l a t e r .  

IILe Grange :?as i e e n  -11 a ; r i c u l t 7 x a l  f o r c e  i n  our county. Tiie first granges 
were e s t a b l i s l ~ e d  i i ;  Lorgood and :~:azseria i n  1873. P ther  e a r l y  granges were a t  
Potsdan, Zrmy Iiills and Couverrie-w . 

S r a d u ~ l l y  cvcr;. towr: had a ;range e s t ab l i shed .  It, Was 8 ,rreat  s o c i a l  orgaiii- 
?aS,ioc, a l l  tLe :;:cnicrs oZ the, faxi14 bein;; i r ,  attendance. It was t r - d y  a fainiljr 
~ r g ~ r ~ i z a t i o ~ i .  ?rrer.,c a pro,Tam on t h e  l o c a l ,  c o u t y ,  s t a t e ,  and r,ational 
l e v e l .  Yhese gevc Zariners arA opportunity t o  orcanize i n  ordcr  t o  t c t t e r  t h e i r  
i i d u s t r j .  

5i;e -- 7 a r ~  -- :-mees has played ~ r !  iraportant p a r t  ir i r i c r e a s i ~ l ~  t h e  crop and - - -  - -  - ariirr,zl prou'uc3ion-of t!ic zotlcty. I n  r ecen t  yea r s  tile ?aim -weau-%as Leer, rep laced  
-7 Ly t k e  ~ x t c ~ s i s r ,  Zcsvice i$:i\=ll aim t o  oc fc r  G broader program i n  a l s o  teaching 

i c t t  e r  far;;l inariai;einent. 

7 - l  n A n e  r a r a  Sureau i s  riow a s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  organiza t ion  with a comprehensive 
proGrar, of a l e , - i s l z t ive  c a t w e  f o r  t h e  ' c e t t e r ~ c , : t  of t h e  farm indus t ry  on a broad 
Lasis .  It a l s o  sporsors  s e v c r a l  insurance organiza t ions ,  

A g r i c ~ l t i i r c  i r i  t h i s  c , ~ n t j r  seemed t o  be tjne n o s t  prosperous from 1870 t o  1920, 
or  about ti,e end of ti:? f i r s L  Jor ld  ;Jar. 

?. . a r i c e  tlien the c o s t  of produci:ig ~ n i l k  has  increased  throuzh t h e  use of experi- 
s i v c  z.achii:er;.. Yaxce have i ~ c r e e s e d  LJ l e a p s  and bounds. Although a feii  farmers 
s2ei:i LG i e  i z z k i : ~ ~  iLonc;l, t h e  m e r a z e  farmer does riot r e f l e c t  p rospe r i ty  throug'.; 
t h e  eppeanacce of h i s  - J L i i l ? i r ~ ; - s  2nd farmsteads.  

. , - 7 .  -ax17 LariKers ::ave oLssrved ti&. ;ntL t h e  cor;;ing of t h e  Seaway, supposed12 a 
boo3 t o  ti,= c o - ~ i t ~  f a r a e r  l abor  p rob lem have been gea t l ; ;  increased .  

18 83 
Last Triday 3 ra i thwa i t e  & K e l l ~  of Canton took t h e  job of e r e c t i n g  t h e  new 

11 Lniofi T ?ree Schoolff house which w i l l  c o s t  $18,000.00. It i s  t o  be b u i l t  of b r i ck  
and w i l l  accomodate 500 s tudents .  3. IIodskin and D. 1<. Jones a r e  t h e  b -d ld ing  
committee. Such a bui ld ing  has  long been needed. 



(Including t h e  nmes of a l l  To:m zncl Vil lage II istorians t o ~ e t i i e r  wit:; a cor;tinui:ig 
repor t  of t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s )  

f3nASIIEi: (122s. Joseph Cf5r ien) .  CMXO!;: ( lks .  K a r l  :.i. :hy!ieki, J r . )  . Trarlk ~Crmy 
has completed t h e  l a s t  t o o l s  f o r  hznd processing f l a ,  Ekple log f o r  saxe give11 L; 
Oscar Douglas and buzzed t o  s i z e  by Keith PByhew. Snapshots t o  t e  taken of l o c a l  
post  o f f i c e  s t a f f  a t  work and p r in t s  of current  operations, a l so  rr,asy clippirigs an6 
snapshots of pas t  operatkons. F'hotostats inclcde pres iden t ia l  postinastersi?ip 
appoi~tments  of: Two f o r  Mrs; Grace Sullivan; 1.k. Eltired ?;Jood; th ree  f o r  l a t e  
J. Fred I!ammond. Thus t he  nynes of f i v e  U. S. Presidents a r e  i n  t h e  Post Cffice 
i i is tory books : They are ,  Warren G. IIarding, Calvin Coolidge, i1erbert !;oover, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and Dwight D. Eisenhower. R;%i;~:SEL.~. FALLS VILLAGE : ( f is  . IIina 
I ~ i l s o n )  . C o ~ t i n u e s  research on Old ?Late Road. CLARE: (lks.  Leslie Colton). Cexeterg 
map nestrly completed i n  t he  rough. Soffie service  recorcls re t*  t o  t u rn  in.  C T , T C X ; :  
(i"+ks. George ~ e ~ n o l d s )  . has handed i n  her lxnberin; a r t i c l e .  COIG OX: ( I  ks. Judon 
R i l l e r )  . Iias handed i n  her lunler ing a r t i c l e .  DSXALI3: (1:iss Ivkibel ~ h e l d o n )  . 
DEP3YSTm: ( I - ~ s .  Emery ~ a i t h e r s )  . I?lcchlock h i s to r ians  had a Christmas party 
December 21. The Town has received zwo f l a g s  from the'descendents of General 
Curtis: an Anerican f l a g  ca r r ied  i n  t h e  b a t t l e  of Tort Fisher,  and the  other a 
dssk blue b a t t l e  f l a ~  ca r r ied  by h i s  regiment i n  the  ba t t l e .  The American f l a g  
was placed on t h e  General's casket during t h e  funeral.  EEJARDS: ( 1 . 5 . ~ ~  Leah ; ~ ' o ~ l e ) .  

have no Yorker Club t h i s  year. TIliE: * ( ~ & s .  Alma 3rhrsh). Sincerest  sympathies t o  
IMrs. Marsh on t h e  death of her  f a the r  i n  Cctober. " I ' m  con'tinuing t o  work on t h e  
incomplete World \Jar 11 Sold ie r ' s  records and those of present servicemen and un- 
f in i shed  cemetery lists. Also co l lec t ing  da ta  f o r  a r t i c l e  on "The F i r s t  Eapt is t  
Church of Oswegatchie." TOWLEE: (Exs. Iielen Cunningham) . GOINEJXI~XE: ( ~ i i s s  lielena 
~ o h n s t o n )  . GOWIBIZ'EUR VILLAGE : (.Julius   art l e t t  ) . ~ o n t r i b a t i o n  published s e ~ a r a t e b  
!:A1.24CI;D: (11arold liibbs). Lis t ing tile f i r s t s  i n  the  Yoow l-? Iilmond. X?J~:CK: 
(3ks. Kellog Morgan). Xy work f o r  1957 included calerdars done, service  records Lo 
date, maps completed and r epo r t s  in. I have purchased f o r  7ermon Iiepburn Library 
t h e  book on t h e  h i s to ry  of Kew York S t a t e  recomnended a t  our I I i s to r ica l  meeting 
last f a l l ,  and a l so  by Dr. Corey. :!QPT<7IT8E: (;.ks. Dorotky squires) .  LAt,liZ;:CE: ( I ~ s .  
Gordon  ole). Vorking on sc rap  book of town. LISJO:;: (E. Zar l  .Tones). Is working 
on old  Post Office records. IIopes t o  m i t e  a h is tory  and have an exhibit .  
'JDtTISVILLE: (1.2s. Lorraine I3anGy). !lave completed p i c t r e s  and album on removal of 
cemeteries along St. Lawrence River.Road. 490 bodies were removed. Ii?.ve been before 
my town board with my annual report .  Finished my town calendar. MACC1.B: (Xrs. India  
~ u r t o n ) .  Taking a vacation i n  Florida,  but I am clipping news p r i n t  and plan t o  work 
on some a r t i c l e s  I have outl ined and catch up on correspondence with people who ca r  
help with h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  about our town. bIADRID: [ltrs. 3iargaret ~ h o m ~ s o n ) .  !,!as 
t h e  first IIistorian t o  have her 1957 Annual Report t o  t h e  County Off ice.  :lave zc- 
quired b o ~ e s  and boxes of l a t e  Lawyer Herriman's da ta  Lo look over f o r  dates. Also 
have complete da t a  on t h e  h i s to ry  of t h e  telephone i n  !&&id ar,d v ic in i ty .  1"USSE:iA: 
(ivks. E l l a  ~ a h e ~ ) .  Continues f i l i n g  c l ippings  and has sent  i n  her lumbering a r t i c l e .  
NORRISTOIJld: ( ~ l r s .  Doris Planty) . IIas made Calendar of i I i s tor ica1 Events of 
Morristown 1804-1957; a l so  one of Brier i i i l l  1812-1957. I!as completed i i i s t o r j  of 
St. John's Catholic Church. Iias made 41 interviews t o  gather l o c a l  ilistory t h i s  year. 1 

! (\!e were s o  sor ry  t o  hear of t h e  death of I$&. Planty, our s inceres t  sympathies, Doris., 
NORFOLK: Altliough Ihs.  Ralph Wing i s  not o f f i c i a l l y  appointed as Town Ii istorian,  we 
l is t  her here fo r  her f i n e  h i s t o r i c a l  work i n  t h e  town. She has completed mapping 
and recording of a l l  t h e  cemeteries which included U67 plots .  OS~EGATCHI~:(P~S. 
Monna &hyne) . HEUVErS ON VILLAGE : (3lrs. Ida H own in^) . PARISIXIL1,T : ( 1 ; ~ s ~  Doris 
 owla and). liopes t o  a t tend t h e  i l i s tor ians  Workshop meeting i n  liew York City i n  
February. PIERCEFIELD : (1ks. Beulah Dorothy) . Finished her calendar of Events and 

on her lumbering s to ry  . PIERREPOIIT . (14illard ;:undley) . PITC AIREU' . (KO 
h i s t o r i a n  . POTSDAM: (Charles Lahey). Is working on a liorth Country Seminaz t o  be 



petterned a f t e r  those held i n  Cooperstown. ROSSIE: (Nrs. V i r ~ i e  ~ h o n s ) .  
on town caleadar. RUSSELL: (:+?rs. Dorotiy 1.'anriinz). STEXICE:: (7.indon E. 
Sorrg t o  repor t  t h e  deatii of &jor !:orace Scot t ,  December 2, 1957. UAsDIi:iTOi:: ( Y ~ s .  
Ethe l  ~ l d s )  . See a r t i c l e  elsewhere. 

-em-------------- 

CAITC::: Tbxee grozps ?:we e lected t h e i r  c e n t r a l  off icers ,  3 o ~ e r  Cot2 i s  President; 
Cindy CIZrien, Vice besident, ;  >:aj. ::all, Secretary; and Eokert ::all, Treasi&er. 
food s a l e  ~ ~ 2 s  t o  3e held Eaz-a;i~y 11th. ED;JfiDS, GOT~~~; ;ZbE and I:ZLIJCLTO:; hzve Z O ~  

organized. S :  'liiere a r e  1C)5 app l i ca r~ t s  f o r  rernbership i n  the  cluk. Sponsors 
f i nd  it i.npossit=le t o  acco~oda te  scch a la rge  group and have a r a the r  urliqae wqr  of 
reducing t he  xmzher. An ! i i s to r ica l  assignriienJb i s  given tile would-'~e i'orkers, and 
t he  imy i n  which t?,e individual  2iaxlles t h e  project ,  d e t e r s i ~ e s  h i s  xem3ership, T k  
'T io rker  Club was o r g a ~ i z e d  f i v e  y e u s  ago i r i  t h e  i-kssena Schools. preseat  o f f ice rs  
m e :  Pr~s iderA,  Susanne hvack;  Vice-F'resident , Carol Avery; Secretary, ;,kry 71escott; 
Corresponding Szcretzry, C ,  Czrdner; Yreasirrer, F-obert LaPointe. LISEO;;: :Ias f i v e  
Yorker ~ r o x p s .  Tbe l i ~ ~ e s t  one i s  t:,e Andrew G1;Jeil Chapter a ~ d  i s  cornposed of ;;ineti? 
Graders wit2 iiic11wG Firrlovez a s  spc;nsor. 9,fficers are:  ikt!,y Loulihan, Fresident; --. 
2c;ce I,:c::zlly, i l c e  President; SLeila Zlzy:;e, Secretary; and Vicky 1 hrspi~an,  Treas- 
urer, Liis';or; Yorkcrs Lave bee12 zsi;;; 3Lnis.1urips and opaque projectors  as well 2.5 

naking posters.  ',k. Xchari; Ti,:wcr, cf t1.e hi& sckcol fccult;, spoke t o  the  
Ckepter on antiqzes sxi shoved t!:a:r, a PO-~der i,orn dated. 1752 wit:; a ~ a p  of,,?ort 
7 - 7  r 3 ~ a ~ ~ a r d e .  ,fie four otLer cliapters x e :  Seaway, S t .  kvrrence,  Liskon and Lisbon 
Centre. A new sc:ioal :,as beer, added t o  o-m l i s t  w i t l i  ti,e i4adrid -:-iadclington 
Yorker Clik. ';:;is i s  2 i;roap of sevei~tli grade students with ;hrjXC~t Fisiier 2.5 

President; :hr; Yay, Tiice Pres iJe i~t ;  2nd Connie Ilorris, S e c r e t q r .  iielen !:owai-d of 
t!ie 9 th  SraZe sext  2:; tLe infforzation. 

-------------*--U-- 

- 

2. 3. Rushton, t he  winner of the  l a t e  r e s a t t a  on Lake Geor~e ,  hcs gone t o  
Cacada t o  purchase some f i r s t  c l a s s  cedar f o r  h i s  Eob ROY and other c l a s s  of boats. 

--------1----1- 

1382 
A dagzerreotipe of Cov. S i l a s  '.:'rigkt was recent ly  discovered i n  a c lose t  of 

t h e  Xoody h o ~ s e  i n  Canton which is 'said by those who knew him i n  h i s  l i f e t i ~ e  t o  
5e a be t t e r  p ic tu re  of him than any previously known t o  ex i s t ,  The pic ture  i s  
i n  t h e  possession of Dr. J, C. Prest in  02 this vi l lage.  It i s  about a s  l a rge  a s  
t h e  "cabinet-sizedtf photograph and is e ~ c h s e d  i n  a morocco covered case such as 
were conrman t h i r t y  years  ago and more when dagnerrotypes were i n  vogue. ------------- 
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