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FROX THE EDITO'EZ'S CAAIX 

Now that the St. Lawrence River P ro jec t  has moved i n t o  high 
gear, a u t h o r s t a t i v e  information has become a v a i l a b l e  I n  regard 
t o  what i s  i n  s to re .  This a p p l i e s  t o  matters of h i s t o r i c a l  
i n t e r e s t  as wel l  as. of publ ic  and peraonal  concern. 

I n  t h e  th i r ty -mi le  s t r e t c h  of the St. Lawrence River  from 
Ogdensburg t o  Maasena Point  two places  of outatandfng h i s t o r i -  
cal i n t e r e s t  on the New Pork s i d e  of t h e  River gain great afg- 
a i f i c a n c e ,  Both w i l l  be completely o b l i t e r a t e d  by the channeling 
and rechanneling of  a e c t i o n s  of t h e  River. Orre is Chimney 
Island, the 1760 s i t e  of F o r t  Levia, where the French urader de 
Pouchet made t h e i r  l a a t  stand a g a i n s t  Lofd Amherst and his 
British t roops  on this side of t h e  border. 

The o t h e r  i a  "The I s l a n d  House," as i t  waa knowa the 
daya of t h e  Ogden fmily, a t  Waddiagton, Since 1880 t h i a  houae 
ha8 been knowa as The Crapssr  Place. As a m a t t e r  of h i s t o r i c a l  
record The Quar ter1  devotes much of this i s s u e  t o  The Island 
Eouae. T e a  so,  t h g s  i s  a n  inadequate and lnccmplete record  of 
what might w e l l  be termed t h e  Ogden Saga of Northern Nen Y s k .  
poss ib ly  the a r t i c l e  included here *Ill be followed l a t e r  i m  
pamphlet o r  book f o m  with a more cunglete record. It c e r t a i n l y  
ahould be a m a t t e r  of h i s t o r i c a l  record f o r  t h e  loca le ,  



1948-49: Senator Paul Graves del ivered a paper on "The Tr ip  -- 
of Prasident  James Monroe Through T h i s  County i n  1817" a t  the annual 
meeting, October 23, Mr, Victor  Tooley presented a paper on "The 
~ j s t o r y  of the Town of Norfolk," On Apr i l  30 the  Aaaociatlon held 
i t s  f i r s t  meeting outside the County Seat, a t  Ogdenaburg, where 
an h i s t o r i c n l  exhibit had been prepared i n  the publ ic  Library. Dr. 
~ a i l l i a m  E. Sawyer of Cltarkson College read a paper, "The Influence 
of David Pariah on the  Development of This Area." On September 1 7  
Four-County H$storical  Conference w a s  he ld  a t  Watertown by the  
associaUona of Jefferson,  Lewia, O~wego and St. Lawrence Counties. 

1949-50: A t  the  annual meetiag, October 29, Mrs. Him ~ & i e l a  
read =paper, "Neighbor8 i n  tb Northland," prepared and pdaen ted  
a t  the Four-County Conference i n  Watert'own, P p a i d e n t  Olda spoke on 
"Indians of t he  North ~ o u n t r y , "  Tklb Freedom Train  v i a i t c d  this 
county, Mrs. Nina Smitherg had been appointed County Hfatorian. 
This year,  the rummer of 1950, ushered i n  the custom o f ' o c c a a l o n a l ~ ~  
holding hiatoricrr l  t o u r s  i n  connection wlth a a ~ o c i a t l o n  meetings. 
The f i r a t  t o u r  recorded waa a t  t h e  Massena meet iw,  Apr i l  22. A t  
t h i a  tima two papers were read: "A Riatory of Massenan. by Orrin 
Wheeler; " ~ o l t o n  D. Robinson, Bridge ~ u i l d e r "  by Mra, Thomas S. 
Bushnell. Senator Graves waa the  p r inc ipa l  speaker a t  t h e  Gouverneur 
meeting, July  1, when ths matter o f  h i s t o r i c a l  markers waa considered. 
On August 5 the  Asaociation w a s  generoualy represented a t  a pi lgrim - 
age t o  Constable H a l l  w i t h  membera of  the Omrego and Jefferrroa Coune  
AssO~Bationm, Mra. Cornwall was t he  speaker. The Aaaociation re- 
ceived a valuable c o l l e c t i o n  of old Par i sh  papers from M r s .  Rosabel 
Meaahaw. 

1950-51: Annual meeting, October 7: Mra. Nina Smithera reported 
on h e m p =  p a r  as County Rjntorian. M r .  Andrew Peters spoka orr 
"An Amateur Hjatorianew A p r i l  14: A t  Potadam, Mra, Marguerite Chap- 
man presented a paper on "History of Potadam," Ju ly  14: Memorable 
Roaaie meeting, w i t h  t o u r  and banquet, Papera presented: wRoaaie 
apd the Par ish  F,rnilyW and "The Burns F .e t iva lws  both  wr i t t en  by M r s .  
Virgie Simons. Auguat .la: Four-County meeting with tour: Roasfe 
t o  Ogdenaburg, to Waddington, t o  Canton wnem tku, meeting waa held 
on the St, Lawrence campua. Paper, "The Eight Por t s  of t he  Upper St ,  
L h e n c e w  by W. Allan ?Tenell. Apr i l .  1923, Cant on held aesquicenten- 
n i a l  ce lebfa t ion  aa did  Lisbon l a t e r  $n the summer. The Association 
apparently d id  not p a r t i c i p a t e  o f f i c i a l l y  i n  theae celebra t ions ,  tha 
fosesunnera of o t h e r  sesquicentennials t o  follow i n  the next f e w  
years thmughout the  county, 

1951-52: 1952, t he  Sesquicentennial of founding of St. Laarence 
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County, ~ q e b r a t i o n s  and observance8 were held a t  Lisbon, Gouverneur, 
Maasena, Canton, Ogdenaburg, and Hopkinton, May 3: Liabon, Tour, 
luncheon, h i a t o r l c a l  exhibit, Three ta lks :  "Lisbon and the  County," 
C a r l  Burna; "The St, Lawrence Valley," Homer Rolf; "Chimney Island," 
Lee M, Martin, Canton, May 6-10: Thia progrmu waa conducted en- 
t i r e l y  l oca l ly ,  and included f i t t i n g  observance by the County Board 
of S~~pe rv i so ra .  Gouvcsrn@ur, May 19-20: m a ,  too9 centered around 
t h e  c o m u n i t y ~ s  m n  program. Hopkinton, June 7: Seaquicantennia  
of town's settlement.  This included an h i s t o r i c a l  tour,  an  axh ib i t ,  
and banquet, D r ,  Corey, S t a t e  Historian; Watson B, Berry, R+atorian; 
Dr. Arthur W. Peach, Director  of t he  Vermont 4 s t o r i c a l  Soci i ty ,  
vere the  p r inc ipa l  speakers. Maaaana, June 22-28: The Asaociathon'r 



"THE ISLAND HOUSEn OF THE OGDEWS 

By Ethel C. Olda 

By the  time t h i s  iasue of The u a r t e r l  reaches Its readers 
&he i n i t i a l  s tages of the  ~ iver7PFo '-he ec immediate v i c i n i t y  
of Waddington and Crapser Island will be i n  progreaa. 

L i t t l e  River, sometimea known as the South Channel, the  ex- 
i s t i n g  waterway lying between the large ialand and the Hew York 
ahore, ell be  cloaed by co f fe r  dams a t  the  head and f o o t  of the 
island. &en the  rive^ Profeat reaches completion much of the 
o r ig ina l  is land w l l l  be submerged o r  rebui l t ,  

The present South Channel n i I 1  be pumped dlrfr during opera- 
tiona and excavated t o  a g rea te r  width and depth, men completed, 
ahipping  ill be directed through this new channel, !The whole 
operation, on a l a r g e r  acale, ' w i l l  then be performed on the north 
s ide of the i s land  t o  prepare the fu ture  main channel. 

men t h e  River Project  -aches completion the  water l e v e l  
in this sect ion of the St, Lawrence River w i l l ,  be ra ised twenty 
f ee t ,  The or ig ina l  is land w i l l  be aub$erged f o r  t h e  moat pa r t  
o r  r e b u i l t  by dredging and excavating. m e  present a i t e  of the  
h i s t o r i c  Island House w i l l  l i e  seventy-five f e e t  within t he  new 
channel, 

Today the i n i t i a l  clearing of trees and brush l a  i n  prograaa 
on the island,  By f a l l ,  probably, the square atone mansion 
which has stood upon t h e  ialand f o r  150 years w i l l  be demolished. 

When the Island House i s  deatroyed the  North Country rill 
'lose one of i t s  moat Important and in te res t ing  historical s t ruc t -  
urea. Preservation i s  impossiblet ths construction of the man- 
s ion  would not lend i t s e l f  t o  being moved, and i f  'presemed, 
res tora t ion  would involve very considerable f unda, 

The Island House i s  linked t o  some of the  most v i t a l  figurea 
who have pznyed role8 I n  the his tory  of Wgrthern Bew Yo&. It 
i s  i t s e l f  h13>otg, It8 square form haa been woven and interwoven 
i n t o  the folklore  of the people who have looked acroaa the L i t t l e  
River t o  the island. Like Constable H a l l  i n  Lewis County it haa 
been thmugh the years a symbol of those who ventured fortunea 
and the l ive8  of t h e i r  familiea i n  t h e  vaat wildermeas north of 
ths Mohawk. 

The b i r t h  of the Island Houae was m o t e a ' i n  erenta wMcb 
occurred years before i t s  ac tua l  cons~ruction.  On June 6, 1796 
four men, Inhabitants of New York City and northern Weor Jeraey, 
purchased a ten-mil4 square l i s t e d  as Madrid on tha exis t ing  
s t a t e  maps, Madrid, bordering on the  St, Lawrence River, was one 
of the Ten Towna first  erected by l eg i s l a t ive  aot i n  The Wilder- 
neas, The p r i ce  waa $60,000. 



Abraham Ogden, a New Jersey Tory, together with his sons, 
k i d  A. Ogden and Thomas Ludlow Ogden, and .n nephew, Joaiah 
Ogden Eoffhan, were the purchasers. By 1803 the two aona became 
so le  omera, They then took as t h e i r  t h i r d  par tner  Joshua Wad- 
dington, t h e i r  brother-in-law, a Tory brewer of new York. 

These proprietors moved among New York Cityta leaders. The7 
had attended King's College, now Columbia. They were pmminent 
lawyers, associated Poith Alexander EhmiIton who returned t o  l e g a l  
pract ice  following hia term a3 hcxwtary  of tf ie Treaaury i n  
Waahingtonv s cabinet. 

With b m i l t o n t s  death i n  the famous duel rrith Aaron Burr ,  
t he  erenta  leading t o  the b i r t h  of  the Island Iiouae gathered 
momentum, %arid Ogden, so prominent In h a  Kork c i r c l e s ,  became 
a frequent v i s i t o r  t o  the  northern lands he owned. Aa agent f o r  
his familyta vast  holdings he became more than an absentee omen. 
ln te rea ted  only i n  speculation, Soma charm of the untenanted 
land must have captured h i s  imagination, I n  1804 a wing dam was 
erected i n  the aouth channel of the St. Lawrence. Grist and saw 
mills w e r e  buf l t ' and  a new settlement crept  i n t o  being on the 
aouth r i v e r  bank. The Ogdena named this l i t t l e  community Eamil- 
ton aa a t r i b u t e  t o  the  brothers! l a t e  partner. 

I n  1808 o r  1809 David Ogden issued orders t o  have land 
cleared on t h e  island. Here he planned t o  e r e c t  a maniion f o r  
his home, A causeway b u i l t  above the  power dam provided access 
t o  the  island, I n  1811 Ogden became sole  owner OF the island, 
m i l l s  and water r ights ,  a s  well a s  of the vi2lage. 

How the mansion was constmcted remains a matter of con3ec- 
ture,  Evidence e x i s t s  indicating that stone f o r  the two-foot 
walla came from a r ivers ide  quarry nearby. Mortar, too, was 
mixed from t h e  limestone deposits on t h e  land. 

Actual construction w a s  auppoaed t o  have begun i n  1811. 
Possibly the War of 1812 caused temporary interruption. Tradition 
says th& Judge Ogden met incoming veasels a t  Montreal t o  obtain 
ek i l l ed  craftsmen coming t o  the Her World from Scotland, England, 
and Ireland, Labor coats f o r  the Island House ware $100 a day, 
the s tory  goes, i n  a the when a f i r s t -pa te  carwntep  received 
$ L O 0  a day. 

No om knows f o r  sure how the Island %use was iurnished. 
It stands t o  reaaon, however, that a aultured gentleman of means 
l i k e  David 0 den brought t o  his d lde rneaa  home the pieces of 
the f i n e  cabfnet makerr of Wen York. I n  those days much Chippen- 
dale, Hepplewhite and Shera ton f urai ture  was Imported from England 
by well-to-do people, The high-ceilinged raanna with t h e i r  f lne 
f i rep laces  and door l i n t e l s  must have housed the bes t  i n  furash- 
ings. In  Waddington homes today are found occasionally f i n e  
antique pieces t h a t  t r ad i t ion  says came from the Island Rouse. 

Transporting fine furn i ture  i n  tho89 days was a taak of 
g igant ic  proportions. If brought from overaeaa it came f i r a t  t o  
Montreal and then was rehhipped up the S$, Lawrence i n  smaller 
vessela. If Xt came overland from Wew York it jolted over rough 
roads through the foraata on carta drawn by oxen. 



I n  1816 the  Is land Rouse was supposed t o  hare been completed, 
It rose  54 f e e t  square, of  the grey-yellow nat ive  stone, three  
s t o r i e a  i n  ths air, A t  the  basement windows were i r o n  bara. 
Four great  chimneys added t o  the height  o f  t he  bui ld ing f o r  i n s ide  
the house twelve f i r ep l aces  pmvided heat,  

David Ogden'a family came through the fo res ta ,  over the rough 
roads t o  a home which provided a marked cont raa t  w i  t h  t h e  pioneer- 
l i k e  surroundings, Here Rebecca Edwards Ogden, his wife, a woman 
of southern upbringing, and his ch i ld ren  l i v e d  dur ing the  warm 
months of the yea? , 

The family's meals were prepared i n  t h e  ki tchens i n  t h e  base- 
ment. Here a l a o  the  household servants  had t he i r  quarters .  On 
the main f l o o r  of  t h e  house, some s i x  o r  elght f e e t  above ground, 
were the l a rge  cen te r  h a l l  and i t s  well-hole stairway. The four  
rooms on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  hall were spacious w i t h  wide marble 
f i r e p l a c e s  and twelve f o o t  ceilings. The woodwork and o l d  mold- 
inga malked t h e  s k i l l  of those imported carpenters  and witnessed 
t o  the  formal s t y l e  of l i f e  t o  which the  Ogdens adhered, Under 
ths spacious g a l l e r y  rPhich opened h a l n a y  up the  stairs a t  t h e  
rear w a s  the  b u l e r l s  pantry. Here t h e  food prepared below waa 
ca r r i ed  and from here it w a s  served i n  t he  family din ing  room, 

A t  the nor th  end of t h e  house underground were f i v e  g r e a t  
arched chambers. What they  were used f o r  i n  the  e a r l y  d u e t e e n t h  
century no one knows. 

Up the l a rge  atairway from the  entrance h a l l  on the second 
f l o o r  was another  cen t e r  hall. From t h i a  l e d  l a r g e  bedrooms, each 
wi th  a f i rep lace .  S t i l l  more rooms were found on t h e  t h i r d  f loor.  

The Is land House became known f o r  i t s  hosp i t a l i t y ,  These mem- 
bers of t he  New Y rk  a r i s toc racy  en te r ta ined  l a v i s h l y  for v i s i t o r s ,  
They en te r ta ined  ehe grea t  and near-great of t ha t  era who chanced 
t o  wander i n t o  the northern lands. Washington I rving i s  suppoaed 
t o  have been their  guest. Ramee, the  European a r c h i t e c t  who apent 
aevera l  months wi th  t h e  Pa r r i sh  family i n  Ogdensburg, is s a i d  to  
have been a v i s i t o r  and t o  have l a i d  out  plans f o r  landscaping the  
grounda of t he  Is land House, Preai dent Monroe, who v i s i t e d  Wadding- 
ton July  31, 1817 was probably a guest  on the island. The Ogdens 
en te r ta ined  o ther  leading fami l ies  of the  North Country: the 
Fords, Clarksons, Harisons, Morrisea and Van Rensteaaera. 

The Ogden family grew t o  include eleven children. men at the 
Is land House the %den boys attended school i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  across 
the causeway, The 'gl rls received in s t ruc t ion  a t  hame. 

David Ogden, with his brother ,  became one of t h e  patrons of the 
ea r ly  settlers, % gave every ass i s tance  t o  those  people who s a g h t  
t o  e a t a b l i a h  themselves i n  the  newly s e t t l e d  couptry, I n  1814 he 
became a member of t h e  Assembly and then  went t o  Congress as a Rep- 
resen ta t ive  from 1817 t o  1821. % became a county judge i n  1811 
and aerred i n  t h a t  capaci ty  f o r  many years. 

After  Ogden'a death  i n  1829 changes occurred in t he  I s land  
House i t s e l f  and i n  the l i v e s  o r  i t s  inhabitants .  Soon t h e m a f t e r  
M r s .  Ogden, because of f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  was forced t o  give up 



residence on t h e  is land,  W i t h  h e r  family and servant6 aha moved 
t o  the  mainland. 

A new family moved i n t o  t h e  Islard House. I saac  Ogden was 
a brother of David. He married his cousin, Sarah Ogden Meredith 
of Philadelphia,  the  yea r  before h i s  b ro ther*  a death. 

Perhaps it waa a t  tnis time t h a t  t h e  two d n g s  to  t h e  east 
and mst  of the  house ware added. A t  this time a l ao  a l a rge  veran- 
da was built .  The east wing was divided t o  make two rooma. Zn tha 
door of t h e  east wing opening onto the veranda i s  s t i l l  found the 
enormous lock and key which were the o r i g i n a l  hardware. 

L i f e  i n  t ne  Is land House maintained i t a  repu ta t ion  f o r  horpl- 
t a l i t y .  A 1 1  v i s i t i n g  clergymen were inv i ted  t o  stay i n  the " ~ i a h o p t a  
Roomn as t he  nor theas t  bedroam w a s  cal led.  The mistress of the house 
moved about h e r  du t i e s  accompaaied by a maid who car r ied  a s m a l l  
basket  of keys which opened a l l  the  household cupboards. The 
Isaac Ogdens helped t h e  inhab i tan t s  of Waddlngton as had t h e i r  pm- 
decessora, (The name of t aa  v i l l a g e  had been changed i n  1820 t o  
honor Davidcs Ogden s brother-in-law, one of the landholders with 
Qgden.) Mrs. Ogdents daughters were educated a t  home and the  
daughters of f armera and tenan ts  were included i n  the  lessons. 

W i t h  t he  death  of I saac  Ogden aria his wire the I s land  House 
l e f t  t h e  hands of the Ogden family. Before the death  of Mrs. Ogden 
land on the  i s l a n d  had been sold t o  make severa l  farma. The house 
i t s e l f  and 156 acres  remained i n  t h e  Ogden name u n t i l  1880. O f  the 
Ogden ch i ld ren  only two survived t h e i r  parents  and both moved t o  
o the r  p a r t s  of t he  country. The houae was vacant u n t i l  purchased 
by Ebeneezer S. Crapser, a business man of Braaner who served as a 
supervisor  from tne  town of Stockholm f o r  many years. 

Although the  Ogdens were gone f rm the  North Country the Island 
Houae remained. Gradually it assumed a spec i a l  place i n  t he  s t o r i e s  
of Waddington r e s iden t s  even though i t  remained the  summer home f o r  
t b  Crapser family. I n  t h e  it became enhanced w l t h  an aura of 
fo lk lore ,  those legends which s o  e a s i l y  accrue t o  a place which has 
dominated the h i s to rg  of a community, 

The house on Ogdsn I s land  even had a ghost, ao the chi ldren of 
Ebeneeze~  Crapaer were l e d  t o  believe. It w a s  an a c t i v e  one, Misa 
Eunice Crapaer r e l a t e s ,  wall ing on windy September nights ,  But that 
ghost never appeared although i f  any of t h e  chi ldred had dared t o  
sleep i n  t he  nor theas t  rooms they were sure  t h a t  i t  would. 

The romantic t a l e s  of t h e  I s land  House a r e  legion. Iu the 
family cemetery is the grave of the  29-year-old son of  Isaac Cigden 
who f e l l  i n  t h e  C iv i l  War i n  Tennsasee. The legend p e r s i s t s  t h a t  he 
was v i s i t i n g  i n  the South when war was declared and e n l i s t e d  on ths 
Confederate side w i t h  his southern cousins, O n  h i 3  grave i s  the 
i nac r ip t ion  from h i a  l a s t  letter t o  his mother: "I can nck i n  the 
hour of p e r i l  t u r n  my back upon f r i ends  of s o  many years," Near 
h i m  i n  the  family p l o t  l i e s  his s i s t e r ,  Gertrude, who married Val- 
ford  Briggs i n  t h e  Is land Rouse and died a year l a t e r  t o  the  day, 
According t o  the  o ld  t a l e  h e r  untimely death was foreto16 when a 
b i r d  flew i n  the  open window of the  library as she sat a t  the wed- 
ding f eaa t ,  



I Lost even deeper i n  legend and t h e  p a s t  i s  t h e  t r u e  purpose of 
t h e  cur ious  arched chambera which extend underground from t h e  n o r t h  
w a l l  of t n e  o ld  mansion, Five i n  number, t h e y  are  l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  
baaement of t h e  o l d  manaion, Yet no doorway connected t h e  myster- 
i o u s  chambers t o  t h e  main bu i ld ing  wnen t n e  Crapaer fami ly  bought 
t h e  property,  The on lyen t rancewas  t o  crawl down a l a d d e r l i k e  
f l l g h t  of s t e p s  from t h e  east end of t h e  veranda, 

A l l  s o r t s  of con jec tu re  have been made as t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  pur- 
pone o f  these  rooms, One of t n e  most p r a c t i c a l  i s  that tney  provided 
s to rage  place f o r  crops harves ted  on the Is land,  O t t r e r s  have claimed 
t h a t  they  served as a kind of  dungeon f o r  f a m i l y  s l a v e s  who had ccm- 
m i t t e d  miademeanora, S t i l l  another  legand mainta ins  t h a t  here were 
hidden s lavea  i n  the  g r e a t  undergr~und  r a i l r o a d  of pra-Civ21 W a r  
days, Otners claim that  tnsy were f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  from t h e  British 
o r  Indians  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days, S t i l l  another  t a l e  h a s  i t  t h a t  t h e  
caverns  were used i n  a smuggling operat ion,  A t  one t b e  pieces  o f  
Mexican s i l v e r  were found durlng renovat ions and from this came the 
t a l e  that  here had opera ted  once a g r e a t  c o u n t e r f e i t i n g  busimas. 

The waters  of t n e  S t ,  Lawrence w i l l  soon s w i r l  over t he  walls 
of t h e  I s l and  House, Within a few years  i t s  very s o l i d  subatrrnce 
w i l l  became as myster ious and fraught with romance as are the  tales 
which have grown ou t  of i t s  long l i f e ,  Within another genera t ion  
tb I s l a n d  House will i t s e l f  be a legend and few paragraphs of 
w r i t t e n  record,  Y e t  dur ing  i t s  t h e  the house has played a v i t a l ,  
d r m a t i c  p a r t  i n  t h e  s t o r y  of  Northern New York, I n d i r e c t l y  ita own 
s t o r y  has been l i n k e d  rr i th  t n e  g r e a t e r  h i s t o r y  of t h e  establ ishment  
of t h e  whole nat ion.  FOP t h e  men who had t h e  courage and t h e  gamb- 
l i n g  i n s t i n c t  t o  buy t n e  g r e a t  t r a c t s  of wilderness  which w, are once 
t h i a  whole N r th  Country were p a r t  and p a r c e l  of t h e  c o t e r i e  of men 
r h o  evolved ?he foundat ion upon which t h e  e n t i r e  country gmn. 
Among them were t h e  g r e a t  merchant p r inces  of Mew York and the lead-  
ing p o l i t i c i a n s  and statemen of the new country,  Some a t t a i n e d  
l a s t i n g  fame i n  t h e  annale  of the country, Others, l i k e  David Ogden, 
l e f t  t h e i r  Impr in t  upon a community o r  l o c a l e  which they  envisioned, 
f o s t e r e d  and nourished dur ing  i t s  e a r l y  days, 

THE USSEHA ME!ETING - JULY 28 

P o s t a l  c a r d  not icea  about t h e  forthcoming Masacna meeting and 
Seaway t o u r  ( J u l y  28 th )  a r e  going i n t o  the m a i l  before  t M a  i s s u e  
w i l l  r each  it% readera ,  Members in tend ing  t o  be p resen t  should aend 
i n  r e t u r n  r e s e r v a t i o n  cards promptly, Indications a l ready  p o i n t  t o  
one of t h e  Assoc ia t ion ' s  l a r g e s t  gatherings, as t h e r e  i s  much nide- 
spread  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  S t ,  Lawrence Projec t ,  It w i l l  be o p t i o n a l  
a s  t o  i n c l u d i n g  b o t h  t h e  luncheon and t o u r ,  b u t  i t  i s  v i k a l l y  im- 
p o r t a n t  t h a t  whatever your dec i s ion  your reservation be filed w i t h  
Mra, EI1a Lahey, 23 P h i l l i p s  S t r e e t ,  Massenr on o r  before  J u l y  25, 
The luncheon hour i a  s e t  f o r  11:30 as thLa p a r t  of t h e  program must 
be completed before  the busaea l eave  f o r  tne t o u r  of  the r i v e r  
scenes at  1:00, We must know how many w i l l  a t t e n d  t h e  luncheon, 
and how many w i l l  t a k e  t h e  tour ,  The t o u r  must be only  on t h e  
busses ,  each  bus t o  have an announcer. The luncheon w i l l  be a t  
t h e  new Highland Hotel, from * i c h  point  thc  t o u r  w i l l  start, So. - 
again ,  get i n  your  ~ e s 0 P ~ ~ ' t i o n a  ea r ly ,  We a h a l l  be colrmittsd t o  
carry through, r a l n  o r  shine,  



FROM THE COUNTY CRACKER BARREL 

( Inc luding  t h e  names of a l l  Town H$storians t o g e t h e r  wl th  a con- 
t i n u i n g  r e p o r t  on t h e i r  a c t i v i t f  es, ) 

BRASHER (Mra, Joseph OtBrien). " A t  the p resen t  time I am ga tne r ing  
'-tion on t h e  h i s t o r y  of S t ,  Joseph's Academy, Brasher. This 
b u i l d i n g  was used as a achool f o r  about 75 yea r s  and was one of t n e  
o l d e s t  bu i ld ings  i n  use  i n  Brasher," CANTON (Mra. K a r l  M. Mayhew, 
J , )  Not only  t h e  wool wheel p a r t s  were made by Mr, Cmrg b u t  a l s o  
t h e  miss ing  f lax wheel parta, M r ,  Frank Crary spent  over 136 hours 
on this p r o j e c t ,  Work on the F lax  Pro jec t  continued w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n  
at Cooperstown at t h e  Seminars on American Culture,  I n  connection 
with the Centennia l  Celebra t ion  of the  founding of St. Lawrence Uni- 
v e r s i t y  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  made scrapbooks covering t~ f i v e  per iods  of  
t h e  h i s t o r y  of Kappa Kappa Gamma F r a t e r n i t y  from 1875-1956, RERSSE- 
UER FAUS (Mrs. Nina Wilson), Was h o s t e s s  f o r  the  Sprfng WO- mi- t h e  His to r i ans  i n   he^ area. Mrs, Irma BillB who made the 
plans f o r  t h e  new l i b r a r y  i n  t h i a  v i l l a g e ,  was presen t  and  conducted 
t h e  h i s t o r i a n s  through t h e  new b u i l s n g .  CLARE (Mrs. Leslie Colton), 
CLIFTON (Mrs. George Reynold8), W a s  the h-s f o r  her a r e a  meeting 
and arranged f o r  in te rv iews  w i t h  e a r l y  r e s i d e n t s  of h e r  town whicb 
were tape-recorded. COLTON (Mrs. Judson Mil le r ) .  D E M I B  (Miar 
Mobel Sheldon),  ~ u b l m a n  a r t i c l e  on t n e  e a r l y  m ~ . y  of t h e  
town i n  tm Gourerneur TRIRTlNE PRESS, August 4th and 5th t b  town 
dl1 c e l e b r a t e  i t s  150th  s b a q u l c ~ n t e n n i a l ,  DEPMSTER (Mrs. ESnerg 
Smnitners), June 3 0 t h  t e a c n s r s  and p u p i l s  of DLatr ic t  No, 1 were i n -  
v i t e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t n e i r  schoolhouse whose b e l l  has rung f o r  130 
y e a r s  (1825-1955). The i n v i t a t i o n s  had an o r i g i n a l  drawing of t b  
achool ant! t hose  returning; were-asked t o  b r i n g  o ld  school  p i c t u r e s  
and programs and o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  memorablia, The events  of the 
day are t o  be tape-recorded, even t n e  r ing ing  of the  achool b e l l .  
EDt]ilARDS (Miss Leah noble) ,  "I am working on t h e  Ria tory  of  South 
Edwarda School," FIN3 ( M r s ,  B a r t  R i t z ) ,  We a r e  s o r r y  t o  hear of t h e  
i l l n e s s  of Mra. R I ~  FOmER (Mrs. Helen Cunningham), "FOWLERqS 
SCHOOLS OF YESTERYFARn w w  completed wi th  photographa of t n a  or lg-  
i n a l  school  bui ld ings ,  These have been abandoned t o  make way f o r  the  
new c e n t r a l i z e d  sys tam, GOWKRNEUR (Miss Helena Johnston). GOUVER- 
NEUR VILLAGE ( J u l i u s  B a r t l e t t ) .  HAMI4 - OND (Mrs. L o t t i e  S i m ~ n s ) ~ -  
MON ( n h n  Hance ), H O P K I N T O I T ~ D O ~ O ~ ~ ~  Squire  ), "1 f m  w x -  
Tn@; on a d a t e  booklet  f o r  t n e  town, I t t s  t o  be a ca lendar  of im- 
p o r t a n t  even t s  t h a t  have happened from t h e  time t h e  t o m  w a s  founded 
up t o  the present," LAWRENCE (Mrs. Gordon Cole),  "I have been help-  
i n g  Attorney Warren Danie ls  f i n d  evidence which will e s t a b l i s h  the 
ownership of Lawrenceville Academy, The TFV has moved i n t o  the 
b u i l d i n g  and wishes t o  buy it i f  a d e f i n i t e  ownership can be made. 
The Ladiea Auxi l i a ry  and the Bo Scouts are a l s o  using t h e  b u i l d i n g  
f o r  headquartera," LISBON (E. gar1 Jones). IIas purchased a ahor- 
case  with s h e 1 v e s . f o ~ d i a p l a y  of h i s t o r i c a l  o b j e c t s  i n  the Rep- 
burn  L ib ra ry  and w i l l  form t n e  nucleus f o r  an h i s t o r i c a l  center ,  I n  
oooperat ion w i t n  t n e  Lisbon Town Board is preparing a f o l d e r  BPith a 
map of t h e  t m n ,  a b i t  of i t s  h i s t o r y ,  i t s  f a c i l i t i s a  such as churches, 
schools  and organizat ions.  LOUISVILLE (Mrs. Loraine Bandy), " A t  
p r e s e n t  I am mapping t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  cemetery i n  Lou i sv i l l e ,  men 
this i s  completed I w i l l  s ta r t  on tne Catnol ic  cemeterg, then  go on 
t o  t h e  Methodist o r  community cemetery in Chase M i l l s ,  I have bean 
doing genealogy work f o r  people i n  Iowa, Minnesota and Mohawk, N.Y." 



MACOMB (Mra, Ind ia  Murton), "While doing cemetery work found t a i s  
' in teres t ing i n s c r i p t i o n  fHere l i e a  t ne  remains of Robert Forsyth, 
age 47 years ,  of Charlot te  h i 8  wife, age 46 yeara, Jane, t h e i r  daugh- 
t e r ,  age 18 years ,  Mary J,, t n e i r  grandaughter, age 4 years who per- 
iahed by tne burning of his house i n  Macomb on the nigh t  of the  16 
of Janfy ,  1865 togetner  w i t h  John Johnson and Pleasant,  his wife, 
parents  of M r s .  Forayth, leaving no one and nothing t o  explain tna  
mystery of the burning o r  death," MADRID (Mra, Arthur Thompson). 
The War Service Records a r e  lOO$.up-te, The h i s t o r i a n  mabas a 
card f o r  t ne  se rv ice  person as soon as he o r  she e n l i s t s  o r  i s  d r e t e d .  
The h i s t o r i a n  then interviews the motner and continues t o  check nith 
he r  frm time t o  time t o  keep tne War Record card up t o  date, MAS- 
S E N  (Mrr, Ella Leahy).  Over 900 l e t t e r s  have come t o  t h e  h i s t x a n  
n r  the  TV program of the  St,  Lawrence Seaway on "WIDE WIDE WORLD," 
MORRISTOWN (Malcolm Booth), NOKFOLK (No historian), OSWXGATCHIE 
(Mra. Monna Mayne), K ~ T V E Z T O ~ G E  (Mrs, Ida Downing), PARISH- 
VILLE (Miss Doris d owl and), Amber ~ o d g e  No. 395 F, & A,M, 1- 
x n g  the  100th  Anniversary of i t s  founding, The averit was marked 
by a banguert on May 28th a t  which about 400 persoas were served, 
David P a w ,  W.M. and great-great-grandson of Captain Leavi t t  
Hatch, the f i r a t  W,M, presided, Pamphlets, containing photographs 
and r b r i e f  hiatory of the  Lodge were preaentad t o  tne  guests. 
have the  m i l i t a r y  record8 nearly up-to-data a s  f a r  as I knowsn 
PIERCEFIELD ( M r s .  Beulah Dorothy), Due t o  having preserved some old  
achool r e g i r t e r a  I was ab le  t o  fu rn i sh  some dates  which gave two 
d i f f e r e n t  women proof of tneir age r e s u l t i n g  i n  onefa obtaining old 
s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  and the  o ther  a b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  PIERREPONT 
(Millard Hundley), "The he lp  which Mrs, 3nithera gave ma on ceme- 
t e r y  work got  m e  s t a r t e d  very nicely." PITCAIRN (No h i s t o r i a n ) ,  
POTSDAM ($to h i s t o r i a n ) ,  ROSSIE (Mrs.. Virgie Simons ) , "I aun spend- - available time o n m n g  a h i s t o r y  of the  Rossie Presby- 
t e r i a n  church, I n  early f a l l  we hope t o  have an  O l d  Hame Sunday 
and give each person a t tending a mimeographed copy of tha history,"  
RUSSELL (Mrs. Dorothy Maning) , STOCKHOLM (Lindon aiggs ) , WADDING- 
'?-a, - Ethe l  Olds), 

FROM THE YOFKER CRACKER BARElEL 

CANTON: Footeta Followers, M r s .  Howard18 Section: - Publioized 
m c o l l t r i b u t e d  f o r  t n e  U,N.I ,C .E.F, Halloween Drive, Compiling r 
book of North Country folklore ,  r scrapbook on our school and its 
his to ry ,  Advanced aa les  of "Canton, The Town Fr iendl iness  Bu i l t n  
and decorated a a t o r e  wlndow i n  a Christmas theme: wLe t f a  have an 
Old-Fashioned Christmasfn Are making a s e r i e s  of mapa of New York 
t o  show i t s  Mato ry  from the  Glac ia l  Period t o  the  present, Mrs, 
Bowa~d, sponsor of t h e  Yorker Club, r e t i r e d  f ram teaching this June 
when t h e  Howards adopted a baby, Martha 'Elaim, M r .  Otla '  Section: 
Working on a canple te  and de t a i l ed  model of Por t  Ticonderoga made 
e n t i r e l y  fran balaa  wood and set  on a wooden base. WorkLng on 
varioua kinds of maps of N,Y,S,: s a l t  and f l o u r  r e l i e f  maps, out l ine  
maps of c i t i e s  and one of the  transportation f a c i l i t i a a ,  I n  the 
making i r  a scrapbook of aketchas drawn by club members f u l l y  
p ic tu r ing  the  S t a t e ' s  h i s to ry ,  Laatly various members a r e  wri t ing 
t o  t ne  Chuuberr of Commerue i n  many of the  S t a t e ' s  communities t o  
ga ther  i n t e r e a t i n g  information about them f o r  scrapbooks. Alao 



Barbara Dommeyer, 16,  Gmde 10, f o u r  y e a r s  a Ygrker, corresponding 
s e c r e t a r y  of  h e r  c l u b  two years ,  recording s e c r e t a r y  l a s t  year ,  
p r e s i d e n t  this year ,  e l e c t e d  Adirondack D i s t r i c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  
Pdassena jamboree, au thor  o f  much o f  Canton's prize-winning book i n  
1955, hard worker on i t s  prize-winning e x h i b i t  las t  year ,  g r e a t l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f o l k l o r e ,  S t ,  Lawrence County l and  t i t l e s ,  a power 
house i n  planning annual Yorker banquet was one o f  18 winning the 
WHOrS WHO AMONG WORKERS award a t  the Albany Statewide Convention, 
as w e l l  as being e l e c t e d  S t a t e  Histor ian.  M r ,  Caaada'u Section: 
P resen t ly  are working on a d e t a i l e d  p i c t o r l a l  map s e r i e s  denot ing 
t h e  e n t i r e  h i s t o r y  o f  St. Lawrenca County, a r e  modeling the old 
m i l l  near  Coekley'a lumberyard, making up-to-date r e p o r t s  on t h e  
progress  of t h e  Seaway, mapping the  v i l l a g e  of Canton, constructing 
a s a l t  and f l o u r  map of N.Y.S. and a l s o  volunteered f o r  work on the  
U,N.I.C.E,F, Halloween Drive, GOWL-R has two Yorker chapters ,  
Marble H i l l  and Marble C i t y .  Margaret Walrath, 14,  Grade 8 i a  that 
most d e s i r a b l e  type  of Yorker, s o  e n t h u s i a s t i c  about her c lub  t h a t  
t f i ia  year ,  t h o w h  her school  was on half-day sess ion ,  she  persuaded 
h e r  p r i n i c p a l  t o  allow a group of  devoted Yorkers t o  r e t u r n  one 
evening a week t o  f o m  a club, Reporter  a t  the  Adirondack jamboree 
l a s t  year ,  and Syracuse convention, Club p res iden t  f o r  both  years ,  
Marnle con t r ibu ted  most t o  Gouverneurr s Sylv ia  Lake book le t  baing 
publ ished,  "An 'A '  student",  ao read the  sponsor, Miss Dorothy 
Coates '  c i t a t i o n  i n  The Yorker magazine i n  which Marnie was l i s t e d  
as one of t h e  18 Yorkers t o  rece ive  WHO'S WHO AMONG YOHKERS a t  t h e  
r e c e n t  Albany Convention, M S S E N A .  The two s a c t i o n s  of ths Andre 
Masaena Chapter o f  t h e  YO*-s have had a f l o u r i s h i n g  y e a r  
w i t h  Lawrence B i t e r ,  J u n i o r  High t eacher  and n a t i v e  of Massena, 
d i r e c t o r ,  a s s i s t e d  by Miss ~ e * t y  Ashley. Htghl ightfng a ye& of 
good sound programs t h e  c lubs  were h o s t s  t o  the  Chapters of th 
Northern d i s t r i c t  i n  A p r i l  a t  which each group d i sp layed  Ind iv idua l  
p r o j e c t s ,  dramatized s k i t a ,  and e l e c t e d  o f f i c e ~ s  f o r  t h e  coming 
yew.  

NOTES ON FUVZR OBSERVATIONS 

To expreas my a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  your use of m y  l i k e n e s s  i n  your 
second i s s u e  o f  The u a r t e r l  , I am sending my notes  o f  a t r i p  E t h e l  
anc! I took t o  ~ a s a  on 27, 1956. We crossed  a t  Ogdensburg, 
and, w i t h  s t o p s  a long t h e  way, continued down the r i v e r  a3 far  as 
Cornwall and back, 

The most thrilling s i g h t  w a s  a t  the new v i l l a g e  o f  I roquoia 
where we saw g r e a t  madhinea i n  t h e  process  of moving houses, One 
machine was being backed under a houaa which had bean r a i s e d  up f o r  
t h e  purpose, ano the r  machine was a l r e a d y  loaded and ready t o  go, 
and a t h i r d  had a l a r g e  u p r i g h t  house w i t h  wing about t o  be lowered 
onto a foundat ion w i t h  c e l l a r ,  This w a s  a l a r g e  s tucco  atructura 
and there wasn't  a c rack  in it. 

A s  we viewed tm t u r b u l l e n t  waters  o f  t h e  Long S a u l t  Rapids, we 
wondered w h a t  t h e  a r e a  would look l i k e  when it has been de-watered. 
B e t t e r  g e t  a look a t  t h e s e  famous r a p i d s  be fo re  t m y  a r e  gone f o r -  
ever ,  



The people of the  th r iv ing  v i l l age  of Cornwall, 17,000 popu- 
l a t ion ,  a r e  opt imis t ic  and a r e  preparing f o r  a s t i l l  g rea t e r  fu ture ,  
The innour Cornwallis Hotel i s  being caupletely revamped and modern- 
ized, It should be one of the serg f i n e s t  hos t e l r i e s  outside of 
the l a rge  Canadian and American c i t i e a .  

We saw a great  many l a rge  ship8 on the r iver .  What w i l l  the  
t r a f f i c  be when the  project  has been completed? We may conclude 
t h a t  t h e  Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Seaway w i l l  be ( i f  not already) 
carrging the g m a t e s t  tonnage of any inland waterway i n  the world. 

- C. B e  Olda 

EIGBT YEARS -- HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 

(Continued from t h e  l a s t  i s sue)  

I n  reading over t h e  minutes of our County H a t o r i c a l  Asaocia- 
t i o n  from 1947 t o  the  present one i s  impressed w $ t h  the f a c t  t h a t  
the Asaociation as auch has benef i t ted no end i n  an h i s t o r i c a l  pro- 
gram f o r  which no one peraon, o r  no one ozganization can -wry well  
lay claim r o r  e n t i r e  c red i t ,  This Asapciati on, l i k e  the  of f ice  of 
County Hjstorian and i t 8  a l l i e d  Town Historian organization, has 
shared i n  the accomplishnents, of ten which can most preperly be 
credi ted t o  l o c a l  groups of in te res ted  volunteers o r  t o  l o c a l  h i s to r -  
i c a l  asaociat lons,  ouch a a  a t  Maaaena and ~6tsdam. Aaauredly there 
has been a tremendous building up of i n t e r e s t  i n  the  his tory of this 
whole county and i n  f i t t i n g  observances f o r  notable h i s t o r f c a l  an- 
nirersar iea .  I n  there  many programs the  County Hlator ical  Associa- 
t i o n  invar iably  shared, and i n  many has l e n t  a hand o r  even assumad 
f u l l  respons ib i l i tye  But honor should be given where honor i s  most 
due, t o  th4 workers. Almost without exception the load has f a l e g  
on l o c a l  people, They have made theae many obaervancas ths splendid 
successes they have been. 

Therefore, i n  presenting the following out l ine  of that I n  which 
the County Association haa par t ic ipated,  emphasis i s  placed wholly 
on portraying the pmnoranic repor t ,  ra ther  than indulging i n  d e t a i l  
and i n  personal references. T h i s  over-a l l  repor t  brings out the 
grea t  up-aurge of public i n t e r e s t  i n  the h i s t o r i c a l  pas t  of St,  Law- 
rence County. 

Aa a mat ter  of record, as well as t o  br ing out the  e s sen t i a l  
h ighl ights  of t he  panorama of e igh t  years the  following year-by-year 
ou t l ine  l a  offered. To be aure tnere  a r e  a multitude of i n t e re s t ing  
things whlch are omitted, same day t o  be assembled i n  a more adaquate 
manner, 

1947-48: Following the organization meeting of October 17, 
t h raeo theFmee t ings  were held during the f i s c a l  year .  Dr.  Albert  
B e  Carey, S ta te  Htstorian, addressed the meeting on November 22. 
The other meeting& conaiated of in foma1 discussfons and reports. 



pa;.? 1, i pation w a s  on the  26th,  Mossena C P T ~  Foil oaing luncheon 
PrasiC?ent Olds , County His to r i an ,  Nina Smithers, Tam Historian 
E l l a  Lahey spoke, Ogdensburg, June 12: Associat ion aponsored.a  
program i n  which a n  o r l g i n a l  s k i t  of t n e  f irst  meeting o f  t h e  Board 
of Supervisors was presented  by The Cathedral  Players. The s k i t  
mas w r i t t e n  by M r .  0;Fds. The Speaker o f  t h e  day was Dr.  Milton W. 
Hamilton, Senior,  H i s t o r i a n  o f  the  S t a t e  Department. 

1952-53: October 4, annual meeting, Canton. A p r i l  25, Canton, 
wi th  "Development of St.  Lawrence County a s  Seen from ~ a p a "  
by Atwood Manley, Movie of t h e  1952 Massena ce lebra t ion .  June 28, 
Massena: Associat ion g u e s t s  a t  an Open House by the  Aluminum Com- 
pany of America, a conducted t o u r  o f  ALCOA's p lant ,  

1953-54: October 17, Annual F a l l  Meeting, Paper, "A New Per- -- 
spec t ive  on Local and County Ristory," by Prof, Chnrlas Lahay, Pots- 
d m ,  June 12; Depeyster: Conducted t o u r ,  noon luncheon wi th  program 
o l l i  Talk by Pres iden t  C, B, Olda on "Rafting'on the  S t ,  Law- 
renca." Three papers prepared by Mrs. Nina Smithers and presented 
a a  follows: "A Br ie f  Hiatory of t h e  Town" mad by E l s i e  Morris; 
"The Story  of the  V i l l a g e  Park," by Ruth Fishbeck; "Depeyseer and 
the C i v i l  War Days," b~ Mrs. Per ry  S t e r l i n g ,  Ju ly  26, Gouverneur: 
Tour and dedica t ion  of S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Marker on s i t e  o f  f i r s t  
Talc  M i l l  i n  the  Uni ted 'S ta tas ,  Bl igh  A, Dodds, presiding.  Addresa 
by Robert McCartw, Pres ident  of ths I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Talc Co. Luncheon 
followed by program. Papers: "History of Zinc Mining," Severn P. 
Brown, Geologist of St .  Joseph Lead Co,; "History of Talc Mines," 
Freder ick  G, Kuehl; "Hlstory of Steamboats on Black Lake ," Harold 
S t o r i e ,  

1954-55: Annual October meeting, Cnnton. Three meetings: 
~ a n t o ~ o ~ e r n e u r ,  Hemon, A t  t h e  Cqnton meeting t a l k s  on Land 
T i t l e s  by Maurice Gardner, Searcher  of t he  County Clerk ' s  Off ice,  
and County Map Making by the l a t e  E. Go Blankman, by Professor  Ed- 
ward Blankman. Gouverneur Sesquicentennia l  Celebration: d e d i c a t i o n  
of a S t a t e  Marker a t  Fowler; luncheon followed by h i s t o r i c a l  tour.  
&man Sesquicentennial  Celebrat ion:  program, present  as guests .  

AS THE YEAR ROLLS ALONG 

Since the  l a s t  i s s u e  (Apr i l  Number) of The Q u a r t e r 1  
&!i'h?~irst, interest in^ meetings of t b  Associa t ion  havebeen  

a t  Canton on May 6, w a s  h e l d  i n  the  now Atwood Hal l  on t h e  S t ,  ~ a w -  
rence Universi ty  campus. The second, on June 16, was i n  Potsdam 
wi th  the noon luncheon a t  the Ar l ington  and t a l k  by Marguerite G. 
Chapman on t h e  Potadam Museum followed by a v i s i t  t o  t h e  Museum. 
I n  round numbers each of  these  meetings was enjoyed by about f i f t y  
members. 

Lack of space prevents  even a decent  p a r t i a l  r e p o r t  on t h e s e  
meetings. Andrew K. P e t e r s  spoke on t h e  founding of  t h e  Unive r s i ty  
i n  h i s  usual  w i t t y  and i n t e r e s t i n g  manner, f requent ly  drawing upon 
rource ma te r i a l  he has  c o l l e c t e d ,  Mrs. Chapan  t o l d  of t h e  found- 
i n g  and development o f  Potadamls unusual l i b r a r y  and i t s  famoua 
Burnap Collect ion,  




