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From the County Historian 
By Trent Trulock 

E very fall the St. Lawrence County Histori- 
cal Association develops its operating 

budget for the next year. Last year the Board The Silas Wright House, home of the St. Lawrence 
of Trustees and I had a tough time putting County Historical Association. 
together a balanced budget. This was due to 
the tough economic times everyone was fac- support for our operating budget through their 

ing. This year the tough times continue. membership dues, donations, and memorial 

We have received a 13% cut for 2004 from gifts- Last year that amounted to $47,3 19 

the New York State Council for the Arts. This Out of Our operating budget of $1467560! 

amounts to $1,800 less funding than last year. These figures do not include planned g;lfts that 

This cut is on top of the 10% cut that we re- Some of our members make through wills and 

ceived for 2003. We are facing an 8 1/2% cut estate planning. These planned gifts add to 

from St. Lawrence County, which amounts to the long-term financial stability of the asso- 
$1,625. These state and county cuts come ciation. 
on top of 3 bad years for the stock market. Support from our dedicated members 

The association's endowment has felt the has always been critical to the operation of 

same sting of loss that others' retirement ac- the St. Lawrence County Historical Associa- 

counts have endured. But the market is im- tion, and this support also comes in many 

proving as 1 write this article, so 1 will take more forms than just money- Members do- 

that as a hopeful sign. The historical asso- nate artifacts to the museum and archives, 

ciation has also seen its insurance cost for attend exhibit openings and Programs, and 

the museum building and the artifact and read Our publications. Without Our members, 

archival collection skyrocket, due to the the St- Lawrence County Historical Associa- 

9/ 1 1 terrorist attacks and the dismal stock tion would be a " ~ O ~ O W  Orga.IliZatiOnn, it would 

market. ~t does look like the tough times are have a great mission with no foundation to 

here to stay for a while longer. support it or passion to drive it. Your inter- 
~~t there are two things that help us est and continued membership lets the asso- 

in tough times. One is our commit- ciation continue with its mission. I thank YOU 

merit to our mission to collect, preserve, re- for your support of St. Lawrence County's his- 
search, and interpret the history of St.  to^. 
Lawrence County. This is basically the same This Quarterly happens to focus on the 

mission that we have had our inception members of another organization in our 

in 1947, and it guides us through the diffi- county and shows how a few dedicated indi- 
cult times. Our mission is important to ev- viduals can make a great difference. The 
eryone involved with the st. Lawrence County Brass Firemen band from NO WOO^ is our fea- 
Historical Association, and this mission gives tured topic in this issue. This group has been 
us the incentive to keep going the per- making delightful music for over 120 years 
spective that things change over time. We and adds to our feelings of community and 
know that bad times don't last forever. connectedness, feelings that we have all come 

The second thing that helps us through to expect from Our North COU~~IY instifXti0Il~. 
these troubled financial times is the support The Brass Firemen are a perfect example of 
of our members. Our members are truly what can be when a group people 
amazing. We have over 1,000 members who comes together for a worthy cause. Their his- 
stick by us through the good and bad times. tory is Part our history, and their commit- 
These members provide 32% of the financial ment makes us a little wealthier. 
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The Enduring and Strong Beat 
of the Nonvood Brass Firemen 

By Jane Subramanian 

he tragedy of Sept. l l& encouraged a 
recent resurgence in the importance of T 

patriotism and community within the United 
States, but many elements of patriotic spirit 
had been present and a significant part of 
everyday American life for quite some time. 
One strong and lasting representation of 
such community spirit is the band, with the 
early bands tracing their roots back to the 
1 8 ~  century when colonization was taking 
place and immigrants were bringing the tra- 
ditions of instrumental ensembles from their 
homeland.' The tradition of the band as en- 
couragement for the military was another 
European influence that appeared in the 
United States, and these bands also played 
for community functions as well. In the early 
1800's, a new type of ensemble also began 
to appear, when bands solely comprised of 
civilians for community purposes devel- 
oped.* The early bands in Europe and on 
our soil were comprised of a variety of in- 
struments, but in the 18307s, instrumenta- 
tion switched to brass and percussion, due 
to the ability of brass instruments to project 
outdoors and the improvements made in the 
quality of those  instrument^.^ Within our 
county, one brass band has been an impor- 
tant element of life in the North Country for 
many years. 

The Norwood Brass Firemen has very 
early roots, with f ~ s t  records tracing its pres- 
ence back to the 1870's. Exactly what groups 
existed in Norwood is now rather muddy and 
unclear, but evidence exists of the Young 
Recruits Band and a Comet Band, both of 
whom performed regularly for the commu- 
 nit^.^ The first bands included woodwind, 
brass, percussion and sometimes even 
strings, and played for summer programs 
and special events, including in the opera 
house5, but the opera house was lost in a 

1901-05 Bard 

fire in 1907.6 A newer ensemble was formed 
around 19 10 and was sponsored even at this 
time by the fire department in Norwood, with 
the log book of the Fire Department mention- 
ing the purchase of the bass drum in the late 
1890 '~ .~  The early bands marched in parades 
with the firemen.* These two groups evolved into 
a community band that played in Nonvood from 
1905- 1935.9 The community provided strong 
support for the band even in the early years, 
and built the first bandstand on the Village 
Green in 1910 for band performances where 
the band played weekly concerts. One article 
describes the stand and the band in more de- 
tail: 

The solidly built stand made of concrete, 
has iron posts spaced around it and the 
original plans called for a roof, but this 
was never accomplished. The Norwood 
Band played about twenty-five years, the 
members changing through the years, 
and finally disbanded during the 
193O's.'O 

While the band was still going, they also 
performed in the Norwood Music Hall, located 
at the site of the current Municipal Building, 
which was built in the 1890's and taken down 
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in the late 1940's.l World War I1 interrupted 
the existence of the brass band, although 
other groups filled in, such as the Kings of 
Rhythm, under bandleader Joe Calipari. l 2  

During the war years, ALCOA spon- 
sored many musical performances as morale 
boosters, and although they had an orches- 
tra and chorus for their performances, Rob- 
ert Hoy, who was director for the shows, 
wanted additional groups from the area. l3 Fred 
Morgan, well known to many in the North 

1910 Band. Front Row L toR: Harold Stowell, Charles Country for his significance in the Norwood 
Drew, ? Beaudry, prop boy, Frank Morgan, ? Giles. Middle Brass Firemen, formed a small band of seven 
Row: Harold Nims, Arthur Camp, Mark Cummings, musicians, although ALCOA's last show never 
bandleader Frank Worden holding his son, Edson Farmer, came about because of the end of the war. 
Will Bishop, Guy Finch. Back Row: Earl Clafey, A.C. Instead, Fred and his group drove through- 
Nickerson, Arthur Gay Edson Morgan, WWoyand Williams, out the county to help everyone in the North 
Leo Anable. Country celebrate the end of the war - as Fred 

Morgan comments "What a night - we were 
out all night long, on the back of a truck, into 
every town, and I guess, into every bar."14 Ac- 
cording to Bob Haggett, present manager of 
the band and nephew of Morgan, the band 

1940's Band. L to R: Robert Morgan, Hubert Bond, Clyde Morgan, James McLennan, David 
Donahue, George Bixby, Jim Cotey, Ernest Delaney, Fred Morgan, Seeley Buck, Dick Holl- 
ister, Murray Farmer, Robert Clark, Hany Feikert 
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George McClennan, George Bixby, Ernie Delaney, Seeley Buck, Harry Feickert, Murray Farmer, Fred Morgan, Don Jarivs, 
David Donahue 

was called "The Dutch Oompah Band" and 
regarding the name, Haggett comments "It 
was really a German Oompah band, but they 
were fighting the Germans at the time, so 
they had to make it Dutch."15 The band con- 
tinued to play, traveling all around the area 
in Fred's station wagon to perform a min- 
strel type program. l 6  Fred's scrapbook shows 
a clipping for one such show, a Minstrel 
Show on May 19, 1948 called "Musical Ex- 
travaganza."17 Fred had actually been a 
member of the band in one of its earlier in- 
carnations, joining the band in 1929 at the 
invitation of his father18, and Fred learned 
to play the tuba from his father.lg Clearly 
family connections have run strong in the 
band, and have been a tremendous help in 
linking the musical group from one genera- 
tion to the next. Fred's sons also all played 
in the band at one time or another, and in 
addition to the Morgan family, other fami- 
lies who have had more than one member 
include the Boyer's, Clark's, Coon's, Cotey's, 
Donahue's, Durant's, Haggett's, Lewis's, 
McLennan's, Regan's, Royce's, Van Duyne's, 
Vaska's, Wolfe's and Zenger '~ .~~  Fred actu- 
ally had fond memories of the earlier band 
even prior to his joining, and comments as 
follows: 

The first I remember of the band was in 
the early 1920's, as a small boy. Once a 
week during the summer our family 
would load into the family car, a model 
T ford and drive to Norwood to the band 
concerts, held on the old band stand on 
the village park. My father played in the 
band. This event we kids always looked 
forward to.21 

The rebirth and reorganization of the 
band after the war resulted in the shifting of 
instrumentation to that of a brass band. Al- 
though a couple woodwind players still hung 
on, as did happen with brass bands, the last 
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Fred Morgan, known as the Father of the 
band and the Grandfather of the band 

woodwind player shifted to playing the bari- 
tone horn in 1951 to truly make an all brass 
band22, following the prevalence of this for- 
mat of ensemble in the U.S. at that time. At 
first, the group rehearsed in Fred's garage, 
but it quickly became too small, so rehears- 
als shifted to the Norwood Fire House.23 On 
May 4, 1946, the band was asked to play for 
a meeting of the Fire Department by fire chief 
Norman D. Lavoie. The vote taken at that 
meeting resulted in the Norwood Volunteer 
Fire Dept. sponsorship of the band, and the 
group became the Norwood Volunteer Fire De- 
partment Band.24 Continuing through the 40's 
and into later years, the band played every 
Wednesday night at  the Village Green in 
N ~ r w o o d . ~ ~  Although many communities had 
a band during this time period, the Norwood 
Brass Firemen is one of the few that has en- 
dured. It is one of the last in New York State, 
a state where once many had existed. It is 
interesting to note that "by 1889, over 10,000 
bands existed in the United States ranging in 
size from 12 to 25 players."26 Norwood's Brass 
Firemen has been going strong without inter- 
ruption ever since it's reformulation in 1946. 

Fred Morgan is often called the "Fa- 
ther of the Band" or the "Grandfather of the 
Band" and served as the manager of the band 

for the sizeable time period from 1945 to 
1977.27 In addition, Fred set the tone of the 
band, initiating the strong spirit of commu- 
nity and good times that has been part of the 
band ever since. The band performed for not 
only community functions, but generously for 
others unable to attend open performances - 
one such example is a letter dated May 1, 1946 
from Fred Morgan's Scrapbook from Norman 
D. Lavoie, Special Services, outlining arrange- 
ments for the band to play at Sunmount, 
which was then a veteran's hospital, on May 
19, 1946 and indicated "The program will be 
broadcast to all the bed patients over our 
hospital broadcasting system."28 In Lavoie's 
thank you letter of May 24th following the per- 
formance, he states "Your generosity in com- 
ing here and the kindness of your town people 
who sponsored this trip, should be a matter 
of pride to you and the-people of Norw~od."~~ 

Fred's sousaphone playing days ended 
in 1979, when he was hit with a stroke.30 Al- 
though he could no longer play with the band, 
he was always there in terms of encourage- 
ment and support. The band felt he was with 
them while traveling even though he could 
not be with them in person. He still put his 
sousaphone to good use, however, even after 
he could no longer play the instrument. He 
used the sousaphone as  a mailbox to his 
home, placing a regular mailbox in the bell 
and locating the creative mailbox at the side 
of the road. On top of the mailbox was a sign 
saying "Notes Come And Go." Additionally, he 
rigged the mailbox such that when it was 
opened, music played - a tape of songs played 
by Morgan himself on the tuba. The mailbox 
was so unusual a photo of the mailbox hit 
the national wires.31 People from all over the 
area enjoyed going to visit the mailbox, and it 
can still be visited today in its permanent 
home in the Susan Lyman Historical Museum 
in Norwood. The Museum also has many other 
items related to the band's history. Fred's 
legacy carries on today with his nephew Bob 
Haggett serving as band manager since 1977, 
having joined the band in 1969.32 Harry 
Feikert was the first director of the band, and 
other directors over the years have included 
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1959 band. Back Row, L to R: John Dow, Fred Morgan, George Reynolds, Seeley Buck, RI 
Donahue, George Bixby, Dick Burns,John Cotey. Kneeling: Jim McLennan, Lyle Camp, Dennr 
LaFleur, Jack Morgan, FredA. Morgan, Hubert Bond 

Vocal quartets from the 40 S/50 S. From L to R: Otto Phelix, Esther Hickey, Tom Charlobois, Leo Hickey, Claire Dockum, 
Jim Calnon, Joyce Calnon, Gerald Dockum. Missing: Luella Burton. 
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Tim Donahue Sr., John Cotey, Dick Burns, 
Tom Stickney, Bob Thorpe, Jeff Brackett, 
Andy Van Duyne, and Dan Frick presently 
serving in that role since 2000. 

As  the band continued growing and hit 
a membership of 18 players in 1951, it be- 
came difficult for the band to continue to travel 
in Fred's station wagon, so in May 1952, the 
band purchased its first bus, a small bus that 
was a 15 passenger van being auctioned by 
the Norwood School D i ~ t r i c t . ~ ~  This vehicle al- 
lowed the group to travel much more easily 
for their various performances. As  they be- 
came well known in the region, with increased 
mobility, the more popular name of the group 
shifted to the "Brass Firemen" in 1952.34 

In the 40's and early 50's, two vocal 
quartets appeared regularly with the band. 
One of the groups was a male quartet and 
consisted of Leo Hickey, Jim Calnon, Jr., 
Gerry Dockum, and Tom Charlebois. The 
other ensemble was a female quartet, with 
members Esther Hickey, Claire Dockum, 
Joyce Calnon, and Louella Burton.35 

During the long years of the band's his- 
tory, the ensemble has traveled long distances 
to several exciting events. The first long trip 
was to the Firemen's Association of the State 
of New York (FASNY) Convention in Albany in 
1966. The band membership had grown to 
26, and thus the old van could not be used 
for transportation. The band quickly took ad- 
vantage of the Firemen's Home in Albany's 
offer to donate an old 40 passenger school 
bus to the band.36 Older shelves which had 
been installed by the band members on the 
initial van for storage were transferred to the 
newer and thus, a part of the band's 
history continued to travel with them. It 
should be noted that the Firemen's Home in 
later years continued their support of the 
Brass Firemen, donating yet another bus in 
July 1993, this time a new coach The 
band played until 2:00 a.m. that morning in 
Albany, and became a regular at the annual 
conventions, traveling to several areas of the 
state for the conventions over the years, in- 
cluding Syracuse, Buffalo, Niagara Falls, 
Rochester, New York City, and Water t~wn.~~ 

-- - w *ms 

1971 State Convention, Niagara Falls. Front row L to R: Bill Reid, Fred Morgan JK,  Dave Flint, 
Robert Haggett, John Cotey, Bill Felix. Back row: Msgr McCarthy, Joe Liotta, Jerry Dresye, Dick 
French, Fred Morgan Sr, Lyle Camp, Lee Farrington, George Bixby, Tyer McHugh, Pete 
Crayford. 
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The 
the: 

1972 State Convention, Syracuse. Front row L to R: Titn Donahzre, Lyle Camp, Dave Flint, Dave 
Russell, Marty Coons. Back Row: John Cotey, Bill Felix, Fred Morgan, Lee Farrington, Dick French, 
Jerry Donnelly, Seeley Buck, Tyler McHugh, Rick Ellis, Jerry Dresye. 

tnd enjoyed some humorous times on 
trivs and iust three examples are in- 

cluded here, all told by Robert kaggett.   he 
first explains an encounter with Msgr. 
McCarthy: 

I remember Msgr. McCarthy, who was 
also known as the "carnival priest". 
He had quite a sense of humor. Once 
he asked us  to play Tour Cheating 
Heart". During the performance he 
opened his shirt and a big red heart 
on a spring popped 

With regard to a second especially 
funny event, Robert tells the tale: 

This was the first year that we played 
in a central reception room.. . .we had 

Dedication of'the new coach hzrs 
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to drag our instruments from floor to 
floor. There were too many of us  to fit 
on a single elevator, so we split up be- 
tween elevators. To keep ourselves en- 
tertained we would play a song as we 
got in the elevators and see if we were 
still together when we got off.41 

One last example details the 1980 
State Convention trip: 

On the trip to Rochester in 1980 we 
had a flat tire ten miles from our desti- 
nation. We stayed a t  a volunteer 
firehouse. A s  we had no transportation 
to get into the city to play our concert, 
there was only one thing to do. The 
Chief of this volunteer house started 
up an open cab fire truck and trans- 
ported the band into the city. Just  
imagine driving along the expressway 
and meeting a fire truck carrying a 2 1- 
piece brass band playing 'Hot Time in 
the 01' Town T ~ n i g h t ' ! ~ ~  

In May 1966, the band hit a particu- 
larly exciting event when members traveled 
to Alexandria Bay to audition with Buddy 
Paige for the Ted Mack's Amateur Hour, a very 
popular program during that period of time.43 
Although they didn't get to play for the pro- 
gram, it was a memorable occasion nonethe- 
less. 

The band's next trip was to Norwood, 
Massachusetts in 1972, when that commu- 
nity celebrated their centennial. The bus car- 
rying Norwood, New York dignitaries and their 
wives and band members and their wives were 
accompanied by police escort upon their ar- 
rival at the city limits of Norwood, Massachu- 
setts. The community residents were appre- 
ciative of the band's outdoor concert at their 
town municipal building, which they enjoyed 
a great deal, and the band also played in the 
motel lobby where they were staying for an 
additional event as part of the fe~tivities.~~ 

In January 1979, when the band 
played in the New York State Assembly Charn- 
b e r ~ ~ ~  by invitation of Assemblyman David 073 

The hand playing in the New York Strrte Assembly Chambers, Janzraty 1979 
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The bandplaying on the steps of the nation k Capital, September 1981 

Martin, the event was noteworthy as being 
"...the first time live music was offered in 
the Assembly chamber during a session."46 
A citation given to the band at this event 
"recognized them for 13 years of service at 
the FASNY Conventions and they were given 
the title 'Official Fireman's Band of North- 
ern New Y ~ r k ' . " ~ ~  The band received much 
visibility from this event, with televised 
broadcasts throughout the state as well as 
on local stations in our region.48 Following 
the event in the Assembly Chambers, the 
Brass Firemen played two impromptu num- 
bers in Lt. Governor Mario Cuomo's office. 
The trip to play in the Assembly Chambers 
was not without mishap - as one scrapbook 
details: 

This trip was made during a winter 
storm with our own bus. The wind- 
shield wiper motor quit. Buz Sawyer 
drove while Fred Morgan and Bob 
Haggett hand-cranked the wipers for 
three hours to get to Albany on time!49 

A s  time went on, mishaps seemed to 
hit during the band's trips quite often, but 
band members always took the surprises in 
stride. 

The Brass Band next was invited to 
play in Washington, D.C. by Rep. David 073 

Martin in September 1981.s0 They first per- 
formed on the steps of the Capital, and then at 
the Lincoln Mem~ria l .~~ For this trip, a bus was 
chartered and family members rode along. 
During their tour of the White House during 
that visit, the band signed the register "The 
Nonvood Brass Firemen".52 The band was ex- 
cited to see the West side of the White House, 
including the Oval Office and Vice President 
Bush's office, and one band member even sat 
in Mr. Bush's chair. They left a record of the 
band on Mr. Bush's desk and later received a 
personal thank you note from Mr. The 
band's second trip to Washington was for a per- 
formance on the South Lawn a t  the White 
House for Mrs. Regan in July 1982. At this 
event, the band members were supplied with 
red plastic fire hats, so they looked more like 
firemen.s4 Mrs. Reagan truly appreciated the 
band's performance, and "Mrs. Reagan was so 
moved by the band's version of 'America' that 
she asked the band to play it again."5s The Brass 
Firemen were actually able to meet Mrs. Reagan 
at the events6 and had lemonade with the First 
Lady.57 At the end of the event on the South 
Lawn, the band played a closing medley that 
began with "St. Lawrence River". 

The band's next trip in February 1983 
was closer to home, and this was the first time 
they did a performance during the winter. This 
time they headed to Lake Placid to play for the 
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; Bat7c/petjformut7ce on the Sozrti~ Lawn ut the Wlirte Hozrsefor Mrs. Regun. .Jzriy 1982 

Junior Olympic Luge Competit i~n.~~ This pro- 
vided the ground work for the band's longest 
trip, when in 1984, the band headed for 
Sarajevo, Yugoslavia for the Winter Olympic 
Games. The group of 24 members had very 
little time for all of the fund-raising and plan- 
ning for the trip abroad, finding out just ten 
weeks prior to the event that they would be 
going.59 They managed to miraculously raise 
all of the needed $18,000 to fund the trip 
through the amazing support from the entire 
area community, with even children in the 
Norwood Elementary School helping in the ef- 
fort. 

Preparations for the trip to Yugoslavia 
were extensive, despite the short time period. 
In addition to the fund-raising, there were 
many details to handle such as obtaining 
passports, planning transportation, planning 
for playing in cold weather outside for a nor- 
mally summer season ensemble (including is- 

sues of uniforms used normally for wanner 
weather and different valve oil needed for the 
cold), etc. Packing was no small effort since 
the group had to bring their instruments and 
uniforms. Band members found assistance 
from the community with other things beyond 
fund-raising, including the chance to learn 
about the country of their destination from 
area residents. According to a news article in 
the Courier-Freeman, "Dr. Matijevic and Dr. 
Joseph Cratohvil, both of Clarkson College's 
Chemistry Department, and Maja Vuckovic, 
an American Field Service foreign exchange 
student at Potsdarn High School this year, 
spoke and answered questions on their na- 
tive country - Yugoslavia - Sunday after- 
noon."60 Dr. Egon Matijevic reassured the 
band members, saying, "Just be yourself and 
theyll like you."61 

Finally after all the effort with the pre- 
trip preparations, the band was on the road, 
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traveling in one of two buses headed for 
Kennedy International Airport for the flight 
to Yugoslavia. The first bus of the duo had 
an accident on the way due to slippery roads, 
and ended up sliding off the road of the New 
York State Thruway near Poughkeep~ie.~~ 
Thankfully, all of the band members were 
traveling in the second bus, and thus, were 
not involved in the accident. The band mem- 
bers showed their strong volunteer spirit by 
helping passengers on the first bus and iden- 
tifying the injured prior to the arrival of res- 
cue 

After many hours of travel by bus and 
plane, the band members finally found 
themselves in Sarajevo. The earlier bus ac- 
cident had unfortunately caused them to 
miss their first playing obligation, but thank- 
fully, they didn't miss the most important 
events. Despite their long trip and the mis- 
fortune of their bass drum getting lost on 
the waP4, they were in high spirits. Thank- 
fully, the drum was found the night before 
the opening ceremonies of the Olympics, al- 
though it was never quite clear how it got 
lost nor how it got found!65 Their time in Yu- 
goslavia was made especially interesting not 
only because of the special Olympic events, 
but also because of their chance to experi- 
ence the people and culture. Although upon 
arrival the band discovered that lodging ar- 
rangements had not been made, they ended 
up living with Yugoslavian families, which 
was a wonderful experience despite little no- 
tice to the families regarding their guests. 
Bob Haggett described their life while there 
as follows: 

During our stay, we lived with pri- 
vate citizens. Their homes were very 
accommodating and the people very 
helpful and friendly. The whole city 
was beautiful compared to anyone's 
s t a n d a r d ~ . ~ ~  

The band's first performance was for 
the arrival of the Olympic flame from Greece 
on Tuesday of the events.67 Then on Wednes- 
day, the band escorted Mayor Robert Pea- 

Bus accident while headed to JFK for the flight to Sarajevo 
(thanyirlly, the band members were on the other bus) 

cock of Lake Placid and the Olympic Flag in 
the opening ceremonies. The most important 
part was playing for the presentation of the 
Olympic Flag by Mayor Peacock to the Mayor 
of Sarajevo. The presentation of the flag from 
the government official from the previous Win- 
ter Olympic location to the new Olympic site 
has been a tradition since 1956.68 The mayor 
of the previous Olympic site has the opportu- 
nity to choose a musical group to represent their 
country for the opening ceremonies of the next 
Olympic, and it was Mayor Peacock who had 
selected and asked the Norwood Brass Firemen 
to play in Sarajevo in that capacity. Darin 
LaGarry of the band describes this moving ex- 
perience: 

I was used to playing field days to crowds 
of people who enjoyed our playing, but 
these people had never heard music like 
this before and were completely en- 
thralled. There was a group of small chil- 
dren who danced for u s  i n  yellow 
snowsuits. They were there to perform a 
traditional dance, but first they danced 
to our music. The whole scene was like 
a 

Estimates of television viewers watching 
the opening ceremonies was around two bil- 
lion people, with another 55,000 people in the 
stadium itself.'O The band also got to play in 
more traditional North Country spirit with an 
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The bandplqving for the Winter Olympic Opening Ceremonies in Sarajevo, Y2cgoslavia, 1984 

unscheduled spontaneous performance as 
they left the Kosevo Stadium. Band member 
pail Haggett describes this particular expe- 
rience: 

We were leaving the stadium, near our 
bus, when we started to play. Sud- 
denly, all these people from the city 
began surrounding us, crowding us. 
There were at least 750 people there, 
dancing and clapping, chanting 
"U.S.A." and having a great time. We 
ended up playing for 45 minutes.71 

The band members felt just as moved 
if not more so with their couple of opportu- 
nities for impromptu concerts as with their 
formal performances as part of the official 

Stn~rll c/?il~lr.en dancing lo the Bruss Fi~ctnen .s I ~ ~ Z I S ~ L .  ~ l t  tile 
O l v m ~ i c  Ceremonies in Sarajevo 

< .  

Olympic ceremonies during their stay in 
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Band standing in front r,f [lie OI~~mnpic Stadizrtn in Sarajevo. Front row L to R: ./ol~n Wove, Cliris Clark, Janiie Callallan, 
Kevin Murray, Lyle Camp, Roger Davis. Back row: Lee Farrington, Joe Liotta, Jerry Gallagher; JeffBrackett, Paul 
Haggett, Bill Felix, Matt Vaska, Dave Rourke, Chris Greenwood, Andy VanDuyne, Tim Donahue, Elmer James, Paul Vaska, 
Paul Santimaw, Bob Haggett, Bob Thorpe, Dave Flint, Darin LaGarry. 

Sarajevo. The band also enjoyed other ex- 
periences, such as  the entertainment pro- the airports, and aboard the flight home. 

vided by the Yugoslavian Folk Dance Group, "Oh, you're the band," people said.73 

which had preceded the band in the Open- 
ing Ceremonies, when they performed for The Brass Firemen impressed the crowds 

the band at City Hall following the Opening back home in the U.S. as well. Newspapers such 

Ceremonies, with nourishment of Pivo (beer), as The Atlanta Journal ran articles about the 

Sljivovica (plum brandy) and hors d'oeuvres band's appearance, including comments such 

pr~vided.'~ The group became well known as: 

to the people in Sarajevo, with band mem- 
ber Jeff Brackett commenting: You can talk all you want to about the 

importance of Americans bringing med- 

Band members, who wore their ma- als home, but the Norwood Volunteer 

roon and gold baseball caps embla- Fire Department Band to me is what 

zoned with the band's name, were America is really all about. And they're 

recognized instantly, in Sarajevo, in winners, even without the medals.74 
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Yugoslavian Folk Dance Group entertaining the Brnss 
Firemen at Sarajevo 5 City Hall 

The same article ends with "Like I say, 
I would like America to win all those medals, 
but I feel the moment that opening ceremony 
took place, the Norwood Volunteer Fire De- 
partm e n t B a n d  already h a d  p u t u s  on top."75 

While in Yugoslavia, the band received 
a personal telegram from Mrs. Reagan, which 
stated: 

Congratulations and best wishes on 
helping to represent our nation at 
Sarajevo. I hope all goes well for you 
and, as I asked you at the White House, 
play 'America' again and again. Sin- 
cerely, Nancy Reagan."76 

Mrs. Reagan had still remembered their 
rendition of "America" on the White House 
South Lawn.77 

The trip back home normally would be 
long enough, but delays added yet more hours 
to the return trip. They spent nineteen hours 
in the Sarajevo airport78 and then reschedul- 
ing took place several times for their flight 
home. Upon arrival at JFK in New York, they 
waited another five hours for their chartered 
bus (the Lake Placid delegation had failed to 
notify the bus lines of the arrival time at 
JFK)79, finally leaving New York City at 10:30 
p.m. once their chartered bus arrived.80 With 
sheriff escort from Hopkinton, and Fire De- 
partment and Rescue Squad escort upon hit- 
ting the Norwood Village limits, as well as the 

fire alarm ringing to announce their arrival, 
the tired band members rolled into Norwood 
at 5:40 am. They were greeted back home by 
a lively crowd of around 200 people. Although 
their appearance in Sarajevo had been seen 
by the world, the Brass Firemen did not for- 
get the dedicated community that helped them 
get there, nor their fondness for their home- 
town followers. Despite the long hours in the 
air and on the road and their tiredness, the 
band celebrated with their hometown imme- 
diately upon arrival, playing in a parade 
around the village green.a1 

The band was invited back to Wash- 
ington D.C. once again in 1985, to march in 
president Ronald Reagan's Inauguration Pa- 
rade, representing New York State 
 firefighter^.^^ Unfortunately, the extreme cold 
of -20 degreesa3 on the parade day caused the 
cancellation of the parade, but the Brass Fire- 
men were one of only four bands out of the 
original 50 scheduled to play in the parade 
who were invited to one of the inaugural par- 
ties, which were held at the Cap Center.84 They 
had better luck on their third trip to Wash- 
ington D.C., however, when they traveled back 
to the nation's capital in 1989 for President 
George H. W. Bush's Inaugural Parade, where 
"in recognition of its services to the commu- 
nity of Norwood, the State of New York, and 
the United States, the 'Brass Firemen' were 
asked to represent all volunteer firemen in 
the nation."85 This time they actually got to 
march, although the experience was not with- 
out mishap. A s  the parade was under way, a 
hot dog stand exploded, and thus the parade 
was held up while the secret service investi- 
gated, and thankfully determined it was truly 
an accident.86 

On a quite different note, the band 
headed for the Indianapolis 500 Parade on 
Memorial Day weekend in 1994. This event 
involved a parade processing a span of 3 ?4 
miles in downtown Indianapolis the day be- 
fore the car race, with around 400,000 people 
attending the parade. The day of the race, the 
band paraded again on the actual race track, 
a length of 2 ?4 miles. A s  manager Bob Haggett 
comments, 

16 St. Lawrence County Historical Association Quarterly XLVlIl:4, 2003 



The morning of the race all the bands 
marched around the track. One lap 
took us 65 minutes. It took [race win- 
ner] A1 Unser, Jr. 42 seconds.87 

The band's success through their 
travels and dedication to local causes has 
also been recognized in other ways over the 
years. Following their Sarajevo trip, St. 
Lawrence University President Lawrence W. 
Gulick honored the band at one of their con- 
certs on the green by presenting a large sign 
in green, stating "Home of the Norwood 
Brass Firemen, the U.S. Olympic Band, 
Sarajevo, Yugo. 1984" to recognize their ac- 
complishment~.~~ The band was recognized 
the same year with a certificate of apprecia- 
tion from the Department of State, which 
noted the "deep sense of pride these envoys 
of music and good will bring to New York 

State."89 They also received a North Country 
Heritage Award from TAUNY in 1996.90 

The Norwood Fireman's Brass Band has 
had many interesting travels and opportuni- 
ties, but at this point, they were beginning to 
feel burned out from all of their activities and 
travels.g1 They also felt a strong devotion to the 
North Country and felt their important roots 
and emphasis in the community should not be 
forgotten. Despite their overwhelming success 
on their travels, their music is appreciated just 
as much if not more in the local region, where 
they are well known for their performances at 
many standard community events. The July 4~ 
parade in Norwood certainly would never be 
complete without them, and those who reside 
in Potsdam can't remember a Summer Festival 
Ice Cream Social on Thursday evening without 
their presence. In addition to ice cream so- 
cials, they are a permanent fixture at  the 

1989 Presidet71ial Inuzigzrral Parade jor George Herherl Walker Bzrsh 
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Norwood Village Green concerts, as well as 
for firemen's field days for many earlier years.92 
Beyond Norwood, they have also paraded in 
Potsdam, Racquette River, Norfolk, Colton, 
Massena, Brockville and Cornwall in Ontario, 
e t ~ . ~ ~  Their days are very busy even with the 
standard local events, with a typical year av- 
eraging around 16 performances at this point. 
They had been doing 33 performances a year 
in the 70's and 80's, but that schedule was 
very demanding in terms of time and effort.94 
Their dedication to helping local organizations 
fund-raise with their performances has had 
significant impact over the years. 

Playing for local annual firemen's field 
days had also been a regular event for the 
group, but the number of field days has gradu- 
ally dwindled, with all of the more standard 
style of field days with parades having ceased 
entirely in recent years, except Norwood's 
which still continues.95 The band also used 
to play at the local fireworks itself for 4th of 

July, sometimes for crowds of 10,000 people, 
an enthralling experience as Fred Morgan de- 
scribes it: 

It was especially thrilling for me to sit 
and play with the band "The Star 
Spangled Banner" while the finale of 
the fireworks was being shown, - the 
loud aerial bombs - the bright flashes 
of light, - car horns blowing, - the Star 
Spangled Banner, - nothing can com- 
pare with it!96 

The band uses the same uniforms as 
the department volunteers in the annual re- 
views and parades97 and the band reciprocates 
the sponsorship of the fire department by as- 
sisting in its fund-raising. To boost the fund- 
raising efforts, the band recorded a record 
album for sale in 1972 and then again in 
1976 with tapes also available, with each al- 
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Wooden sign in Nonvood 

bum/ tape selling around 2,500 copies each. 
Caps similar to the Brass Firemen's were 
also By later years, sales of albums 
and tapes had reached 5,000 copies.99 Some 
members of the band are active volunteer 
firefighters, but it is not a requirement to be 
in the band, and most band members are 
not. loo 

The collegiality of the band can be 
sensed even by those listening to their per- 
formances. One delightful aspect of the band 
is the membership ages ranging a wide span 
from the young to the old. The present band 
consists of 28 members, from age 17 to age 
83.1°1 In addition, one characteristic of the 
band is more unique, that of the diversity of 
occupations and means of musical prepa- 
ration. Included in the band are those who 
have trained in music at the college level, 
mainly at the Crane School of Music at 
nearby SUNY Potsdam, and those who have 
had no formal musical training, but have 

the wonderful ability to play most anything by 
ear. A s  manager Bob Haggett notes, the group 
contains a large range of talent, with all equally 
strong musicians who do well on solos and pro- 
vide a great blend. Although most band mem- 
bers come from Norwood and Potsdam, mem- 
bers have also come from longer distances, and 
all of the members of the band participate on a 
volunteer basis. The members of the band try 
to experience something new each time no 
matter where they go.lo2 

No music is used by the ensemble, and 
the band plays all of their pieces in the key of B 
flat, E flat, or F to make things easier.lo3 Each 
new song is learned by the leader first playing 
the tune on their instrument, followed by band 
members trying things out for a few minutes 
for both melody and harmony, then the group 
plays the new song together.lo4 They usually 
begin their season with the one and only re- 
hearsal early in May and there normally is no 
pre-determined order of the music. The direc- 
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Tlie "Dancing Sousnpl~ones" alwnvs add to the f i r t ~  and ore a11vn)is a hit wit11 tlie crowd. L to R: Ken Beckstend, Davit7 
LaGarry. 

tor carries a 3x5 card with the names of all 
the pieces in the repertoire, and the director 
selects one piece at a time from the list just 
prior to the beginning of each one. lo5 It is stan- 
dard for the band to take one or two breaks, 
with their familiar "Let's Take Five" performed 
before each. lo6 

The band's spirit of cornradery is per- 
haps the most important element leading to 
its long-term existence and success. Members 
of the band truly enjoy their time together, 
and they believe in having a good time. That 
spirit can be felt and extends to their audi- 
ence wherever they play - audiences also re- 
ally have a good time. As  Bob Haggett com- 
mented during an interview with Michael V. 
Cordaro in May 1993: 

in just playing together, be it on the 
lawn of the White House or a firemen's 
field day in Norwood. The band does 
grow but the members never seem to 
out grow the band.lo7 

Haggett also makes additional com- 
ments on the special bond among band mem- 
bers: 

... there are a lot of ice cream socials 
and benefit concerts given by the band 
between these highlighted trips. This 
is the true purpose of the band. The 
great fellowship shared by members is 
something that the members can only 
understand and enjoy.lo8 

the most interesting point, even though The band's spirit that was initiated 
the band has achieved so much, noth- even from the start by Fred Morgan when he 
ing could ever replace the fun we have formed the reorganized band back in the 40's 
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has endured throughout its long history. 
Band member Leo E. Hickey wrote a poem, 
which exhibits well the feeling of the band 
members. Although the date is unknown, 
he is listed on the text copy of the poem as 
living from 1912-1977, so it is expected it 
was written in his later years. It is titled Our 
Home Town Band, and it goes as follows: 

There's a group of young fellows 
in Norwood they be 

Make the best aggregation you 
ever did see; 

They're the best darned musicians 
in all of this land 

He was exceptionally fine 
and of him we were fond, 

The clarinet playing was talked of 
so much 

People knew when they heard it, 
it was Jim Calnon's touch. 

When the trumpets gave out with 
their notes round and clear, 

John Cotey and Don Jorvis 
were the ones you did hear- 

With a recent addition from 
Erin's Green Isle 

David Donahue did join them 
with a broad Irish smile. 

And they're known thruout Norwood There is a horn in the band 
as Fred Morgan's Band. that is different from most, 

Their type of rendition is strictly 
their own 

When backed up by Fred Morgan's 
big Sousaphone, 

And although they read music, 
they're much better without- 

In the Town Hall their concerts 
have been much talked about. 

There was Georgie McLennon 
and his brother Jim 

Who gave out on the drums 
and the trombone with vim; 

And Ernie Delaney beat time 
on the snare- 

Gene Lewis with cymbals 
was certainly there. 

There was never a moment 
in which to relax 

When Murray Farmer was tooting 
his small soprano sax 

George Bixby from Potsdarn 
the band did adorn 

When he doubled and tripled 
on his baritone horn. 

On the xylophone we had 
a fellow named Bond 

To play the French horn 
is to be able to boast- 

And to have one in our band 
we were surely in luck, 

Peckin' away on the off-beat 
was old Sealy Buck. 

The Director of our band 
was a man good and true, 

Whose knowledge of music 
was surpassed by few 

He led with abandon 
and his cornet was grant, 

Harry Fieckert was the leader 
of Fred Morgan's Band. 

I'll always remember 
be my life short or long 

All the moments I spent 
with these stout lads of song, 

And the memories I keep 
will be memories grand- 

Of that great aggregation 
called Fred Morgan's band.log 

The type of music performed by the band 
appears to be ageless, with a diversity such that 
those in the audience are apt to find a favorite. 
Initially in Fred Morgan's time, the band played 
popular dance tunes, folk songs, and standard 
marches.' lo A copy of an announcement in Fred 
Morgan's Scrapbook lists the band's specialty 
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There is alwyvs ufirll crowd enjoying the Brass Firemen performances 

for a forthcoming concert as "Old Time Dance 
Music, Quartette Numbers, Popular Dance 
Music" and the concert was to take place at 
the Town Hall. The band did use some mu- 
sic during this time period, with handwritten 
parts for the dances and published booklets 
for the marches. l2 When John Cotey became 
director in 1958, he talked the group into try- 
ing a Dixieland style and the portion of the 
performances using these pieces were impro- 
vised. l 3  Although some marches continued 
for a time, the Dixieland style gradually took 
over the repertoire entirely. In the 1970's, 
singing was added114 and has been extremely 
popular with audiences ever since. 

The community has always been ap- 
preciative of the band, showing its strong sup- 
port through excellent attendance at its con- 
certs, as well as assisting with fundraising 
for their trips, as mentioned earlier. A flyer 
from around 1947 in Fred Morgan's Scrapbook 
indicates the community's early enthusiasm 
and love for the band, with the theme song 
included in the flyer as follows: 

Home Town Band 

There's somethin' about 
a Home Town Band, 

That makes you want to shout. 

There's somethin' about 
a Home Town Band, 

That brings the neighbors out. 
Your sister may be the majoreet 
Who leads them down the street, 
Ta-ra-ta-ta boom, 

ta-ra-ta-ta goes your heart 
With their feet! 
Wherever you live throughout the land, 
There's somethin' about 

a Home Town Band! 

It may be the Elks, It may be the Moose, 
It may be the Shriners Band, 
The Fire department, the police 

department, 
Or maybe the college band. 
It may be the Lions, or the Legionaires, 
Or maybe the High School Band. 
And if I've forgotten to mention one, 
Shout or Holler, that one's grand. 115 

A special event this past summer was 
a first time event for the Brass Firemen - the 
first ever large scale reunion of all those mu- 
sicians who were ever members of the band. 
Over 140 volunteers have served in the band 
over the years.l l6 A total of 1 10 former mem- 
bers were contacted for the event, and around 
70 of them were able to make the trip back to 
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attend the reunion. Some former members 
came from quite a distance, including 
Florida, California, and Seattle, Washing- 
ton.' l7 During the parade the second day of 
the reunion, which was July 4&, there was 
a special float so that 17 members of the 
band who could no longer play their instru- 
ments could also participate and be hon- 
ored.' l8 The largest event of the reunion was 
a performance in the Norwood Band shell 
on Thursday night July 3, 2003, with all 
present band members and former members 
performing together in a large ensemble of 
around 60 - the present band members 
gladly moved over to make room. There was 
a very large turn-out attending the event 
ranging from infants to the elderly, and no 
matter what their age, attendees and per- 
formers alike had a wonderful time. The 
young children in attendance didn't hesi- 
tate to join in the fun full force, providing 
dances to the music for all to see. Many 
members of the Brass Firemen have con- 
tributed many devoted years, but one mem- 
ber was especially honored at the reunion 
performance. Lyle Camp, former fire chief, 
was honored for his 50 years of dedication 

to the fire department and the band. Lyle con- 
tinues to give of his time, still playing bass drum 
in the band. Another long-term member, Jim 
Cotey of Norwood, joined the band in 1948. The 
important spot the band plays in the commu- 
nity was also highlighted, with both the band 
and manager Bob Haggett awarded the DeWitt 
Clinton Masonic Award for community service. 
The reunion was not only a wonderful and fun 
time for performers and audience, but also 
served as a reminder to all of the long-term 
impact of the band. 

With the rapid pace of today's lifestyle, 
we sometimes forget the past all too quickly. 
The long history and prominence of the 
Norwood Brass Firemen, however, creates solid 
links from one age to the next, and we can ex- 
pect it to continue to provide important con- 
nections into the future. Other things around 
us may come and go, but the band's harmony, 
beat, and most importantly, spirit, will still be 
heard and felt. The ensemble represents the 
past, present, and future as it contributes to 
the enjoyment of residents of the North Coun- 
try, as well as representing our geographic re- 
gion with pride. 
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Mystery Photo 

A view of the baby beauty contestants at the county fair. Date and participants are un- 
known. 

The answer to the mystery photo on p. 16 of the last issue of The Quarterly: 

James S. Nichols of Whiting, New Jersey and Mark H. Snider from Massena both 
sent in responses to this mystery photo request. Mr. Nichols began work at ALCOA 
in 1936 and during that time, Jack King was an executive working out of the 
Pit tslxlrg executive headquarters. Mr. King worked as an engineering consultant 
for Alcoa in Massena for many years. One of the fabricating prdcts at the plant 
was high tension aluminum electrical cable, and Jack King supervised the con- 
struction of high tension towers in several places throughout the world for the 
Massena product. The high steel towers supported almninum cable long distances 
£ran taer to tower. Mr. Nichols and Mr. Snider both indicate that the "joint press 
for field mrk" photo had sanething to do with the construction of towers for the 
conduction of electricity. Mr. Snider also ccmns~ts that Jack King 'was a pioneer 
in the early days of almninum transmissions lines. " 
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